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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

I. INDIA AND ITS NEIGHBOURS

INDIA - PAKISTAN:

Kulbhushan Jadhav Case

• India is presenting its case at the International Court of Justice, seeking cancellation

of the death sentence of Kulbhushan Jadhav - an Indian national, accused of spying by

Pakistan.

Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 1961

• It is an international treaty of 1961 which gives a framework for diplomatic relations

between independent countries.

• It specifies the privileges of a diplomatic mission that enable diplomats to perform their

functions without fear of coercion or harassment by the host country. It forms the legal

basis for diplomatic immunity.

Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, 1963

• It defines the guidelines for consular relations between the independent countries.

• A consul normally operates out of an embassy in a different country and performs two

functions:

(1) protecting the interests of the country and the countrymen of the consul, and

(2) furthering the commercial and economic relations between the two countries.

• They are afforded most of the same privileges, including a variation of diplomatic

immunity called consular immunity, but these protections are not as extensive.

India is a party to both the above conventions

 FATF Action Plan for Pakistan

Why in news:

Pakistan has been formally put on the grey list by the Financial Action Task Force

(FATF).

• Financial Action Task Force was set up in 1989 by the G7 countries with headquarters

in Paris.

• It has 37 members, which include all 5 permanent members of the Security Council

and other countries witheconomic influence.

• Two regional organisations, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and the European

Commission (EC) are alsoits members.

• Saudi Arabia and Israel are “observer countries” (partial membership).

• India became a full member in 2010.

• FATF acts as an „international watchdog  on issues of money-laundering and financing

ofterrorism.

After 2012-15, this is the second time Pakistan has been grey-listed and is facing

sanctions.
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INTERNATIONAL COURTS AND TRIBUNALS

Permanent Court of International court of International Criminal

Arbitration Justice (ICJ/World Court) Court (ICC)

Established 1899 1945 2002

Established by Hague Peace UN Charter Rome Statute

Conference

Hague convention

of 1899 and 1907

Located at The Hague, The Hague The Hague

Netherlands Netherlands Netherlands

Membership 121 states 193 states. All

UN members are

automatically parties 124 states

to it. Non-UN members

may also become

parties to the Court

India’s Position India is a party India is a party Non-signatory

Resolve disputes Member states Member states only It has the jurisdiction

between (has international (e.g. India and  Pakistan) to prosecute individuals

jurisdiction over) organizations, or Also provides advisory of member countries.

private parties (opinions on legal

question submitted to

it by authorized

international branches,

agencies, and the UN

General Assembly)

Kind of Diputes Arising out of International Law International crimes

international e.g. Vienna of genocide, crimes

agreements e.g. Convention against humanity and

South China Sea war crimes

dispute, international

investment etc.

Is it an UN NO YES Legally Independent of

Agency UN but Security Council

has power to refer a

situation to ICC.

Why is news? • Antix and Devas • Recently, Justice • Russia, Burundi, South

  Award    Dalveer Bhandari   Africa and Gambia

   was re-elected as the   have quit in 2016.

• South China sea    judge of International

  dispute arbitration    Court of Justice (ICJ). • Facing accusations

• Kulbhushan Jadhav    of bias towards

  case is underway in it.    African Nations.

• Chagos Archipelago

   judgement
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GILGIT-BALTISTAN ISSUE

Why in News?

• India summoned a Pakistani diplomat and protested against a recent order of the

Supreme Court of Pakistan.

What is this order?

• The order of the Pakistan Supreme Court was that its jurisdiction and power extend to

Gilgit-Baltistan.

• The Court has also asked the federal government in Pakistan to promulgate a new law

within a fortnight to grant more rights, including fundamental human rights, to the

people of Gilgit-Baltistan in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

• India’s stand: The region was, and would remain, an integral part of India. Such order by

Supreme Court of Pakistan on Gilgit-Baltistan is an interference in India’s internal affairs.

About Gilgit Baltistan (GB) Region

• The  region  was  a  part  of  the  erstwhile  princely  state  of Jammu and Kashmir, but

has been under Pakistan’s control since November 4, 1947, following the invasion of

Kashmir by tribal militias and the Pakistan army.

• The region was renamed ‘The Northern Areas of Pakistan’and put under the direct

control of Islamabad. The Northern Areas were distinct from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir

(PoK),the part of J&K that Pakistan calls “Azad Kashmir”.The Northern Areas are,

however, more than six times the size of PoK.

• After the Pakistani government enacted the Gilgit-Baltistan Empowerment and Self-

Governance Order in August 2009, the ‘Northern Areas’ came to be known as Gilgit-

Baltistan.

• Pakistan  Government  in 2018 had  also  passed orders towards  incorporating  the

disputed  region  as  its  fifth province. Balochistan, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and

Sindh being the other four.

INDIA-PAK GURDWARA CORRIDOR

India Pakistan plans to open a corridor to GurdwaraDarbar Sahib at Kartarpur in Pakistan.

• Kartarpur, a place in Pakistan on the banks of Ravi River, is the final resting place of

Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikh faith.

• It is where the guru lived the last 18 years of his life and holds a special place for the

community.

• The original shrine was built in 1539 after the demise of Sikh guru.

• It is the place where Guru Nanak first started the tradition of Guru da langar (free

community kitchen) and congregational worship.

• Since partition in 1947, access to shrines in Nankana Sahib, Kartarpur and Panja

Sahib was restricted for Indian pilgrims.

• Kartarpur sahib was finally reopened to Sikh pilgrims from India as an outcome of

former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s visit to Pakistan in 1999.

• Sikh jathas from India travel to Pakistan on four occasions every year for Baisakhi, the

martyrdom day of Guru Arjan Dev, the death anniversary of Maharaja Ranjit Singh,

and the birthday of Guru Nanak Dev.
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Pilgrimages between India and Pakistan are governed by the 1974 Protocol on Visits

to Religious Shrines.

• It includes a list of shrines in Pakistan and India open for visitors from the other country,

and for which visas are required.

• The Kartarpur Corridor, which will provide visa-free access from India to the shrine

inside Pakistan, may need a separate treaty.

Sikh Gurus

• Guru Nanak (1469- 1539)- Guru Nanak Dev, first of the

10 gurus, founded the Sikh faith, introducing the concept

of one God.

• Guru Angad (1538-1552) compiled the writings of Nanak

Dev, and introduced the Gurmukhi script.

• Guru Amardas (1552-1574)

• Guru Ramdas (1574-1581)

• Guru Arjun Dev (1581-1606)- Guru Arjun (Arjan) Dev,

fifth of the 10 gurus, erected the Golden Temple

(Harmandir Sahib) in Amritsar, compiled and contributed

to Adi Granth, 1604.

• Guru Har govind (1606-1645)

• Guru Har Rai (1645-1661)

• Guru Har Kishan (1661-1664)

• Guru Teg Bahadur (1664-1675)- He was executed at Delhi by Aurangazeb for not

embracing islam.

• Guru Govind Singh (1675 – 1708)- Guru Gobind Singh, tenth of the 10 gurus, created

the order of Khalsa. Completed the Granth bestowing upon it title of everlasting Guru.

UN MILITARY OBSERVER GROUP IN INDIA AND PAKISTAN (UNMOGIP)

Why in news?

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has appointed a veteran Uruguay Army general,

Major General Jose EladioAlcain, as the chief military observer of the UNMOGIP.

Details

• The UNMOGIP was established in January 1949 with first team of unarmed military

observers arriving in Jammu and Kashmir to supervise the ceasefire between India and

Pakistan, and to assist the Military Adviser to the UN Commission for India and Pakistan

(UNCIP), established in 1948 by the UN Security Council.

• Following the India-Pakistan war in 1971 and a subsequent ceasefire agreement, the

tasks of UNMOGIP have been to observe, to the extent possible, developments pertaining

to the strict observance of the ceasefire of December 17, 1971 and to report to the

Secretary-General.

• Further, it clarified that mission does not have a mandate beyond the LoC and does not

cover whole of Kashmir.

• On the other hand, India has maintained that UNMOGIP has outlived its utility and is

irrelevant after the Shimla Agreement and the consequent establishment of the Line of

Control.

Panj Takht (The Five

Sikh Takhts) :

Takht ‘Akal Takht’ near

Sri Harmandar Sahib

(Golden Temple) at

Amritsar.

Takht Sri Keshgarh

Sahib, Anandpur Sahib 

Takht Sri Damdma

Sahib, Talwandi Sabo

Takht Sri Patna Sahib,

Patna Bihar

Takht Sri Hazur Sahib,

Nanded, Maharashtra
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INDIA-AFGHANISTAN

AFGHAN PEACE CONFERENCE

Why in News?

• India is participating in a Russia-sponsored peace conference with Taliban.

• Currently, the talks known as the “Moscow format/Moscow Talks” include a “high-

level” delegation from the Taliban as well as a delegation of Afghanistan’s “High Peace

Council (HPC)”, along with representatives of 12 countries. First time an Indian

delegation, in unofficial capacity, also has represented India.

AMERICAN Forces withdrawal  FROM AFGHANISTAN

Why in News?

• US President Donald Trump has argued for gradual withdrawal of American forces.

This may have negative impact on India:

• A destabilized and Talibanized Afghanistan might lead to upsurge of violence in Jammu

and Kashmir

• There is also an imminent security threat to India’s investments & developed

infrastructure in Afghanistan.

It may also have a major impact on India’s energy security and regional ties in the

Middle East.

HEART OF ASIA (HOA) CONFERENCE

The Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process was launched in 2011.

The platform was floated to encourage security, political and economic cooperation

between Afghanistan and its neighbours.

India hosted the 6th Ministerial Conference of Heart of Asia (HoA) in Amritsar in the

year 2016

Participating Countries of HOA:

1.  India 2.  Pakistan 3.  Afghanistan 4.  China 5.  Russia

6.  Iran 7.  Saudi Arabia 8.  Azerbaijan 9.  Kazakhstan 10. Kyrgyzstan

11. Tajikistan 12. Turkey 13. Turkmenistan 14. The UAE.

INDIA-BANGLADESH

• India is working on many Development efforts in Bangladesh.

India’s Development efforts in Bangladesh

• Rooppur project is the first initiative under Indo-Russian deal to undertake atomic

energy projects in Bangladesh. India will provide personnel training, consultation support

and participate in the construction and erection activity and non-critical materials

supply to the site in Bangladesh.

• India and Bangladesh opened their first border haat at Kalaichar on the India-

Bangladesh border in Meghalaya’s West Garo Hills district on July 23, 2011 reviving

the traditional border trade after nearly 40years.

• Border with Bangladesh - 2,217 km falls in West Bengal, 262 km in Assam, 443 km

in Meghalaya, 856 km in Tripura and 180 km in Mizoram.
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INDIA - MYANMAR

Why in news?

• Recently India and Myanmar opened two land border crossings through a Land Border

Crossing Agreement

• The two crossing points are at Moreh in Manipur, opposite Tamu in Myanmar’s Sagaing

division, and Zokhawthar in Mizoram, opposite Rihkhawdar in Myanmar’s Chin state.

• It marked the abolishing of special land entry permission which was previously required

for visitors entering the country via land routes.

Free Movement Regime

• The tribal communities, particularly Nagas, Singhpos, Kukis, Mizos etc. claim that the

boundary between India and Myanmar is inconsistent with the traditional limits of the

region they inhabited and they still continue to have trans-border linkages with their

kiths and kins.

• It is thus an arrangement to alleviate insecurity of tribals living along India and Myanmar border.

• It permits tribes residing along the border to travel 16 km across the boundary without

visa restrictions.

Other connectivity projects with Myanmar

• IMT Trilateral Highway: a regional highway being constructed under India’s Act East

policy. It will connect Moreh in India with Mae Sot, Thailand via Myanmar. The highway

is expected to boost trade and commerce in ASEAN–India Free Trade Area, as well as

with rest of Southeast Asia.

• The second land border crossing at ZokhawtharRhikhawdar will be connected to the

Trilateral Highway atKalemyo, near Kalewa in Myanmar.

• Motor Vehicle Agreement: India, Myanmar and Thailand has been negotiating for

finalising and implementing a Motor Vehicle Agreement .This agreement is necessary to

utilise physical road infrastructure on IMT Trilateral Highway and other infrastructural

linkages.

• K a l a d a n

Multi-Modal

T r a n s i t

T r a n s p o r t

Project is a

project that

will connect

the eastern

I n d i a n

seaport of

Kolkata with

S i t t w e

seaport in

R a k h i n e

S t a t e ,

Myanmar by

sea. In Myanmar,  it will then link Sittwe seaport to Paletwa, Chin State via the Kaladan

river boat route, and then from Paletwa by road to Mizoram state in Northeast India.
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INDIAN OCEAN

CHAGOS ARCHIPELAGO AND  MAURITIUS

Why in News?

• ‘International Court of Justice’ in an advisory

opinion has said that Britain has to handover

Chagos Archipelago tocomplete the process of

decolonization of Mauritius.

• British government has rejected the opinion as

it said that ICJ has no jurisdiction to deliberate

on this matter. Mauritius has maintained that

Britain’s “unilateral” decision to ban the right of

return of Chagossians (African Tribe) and to

renew the lease for the US base on Diego

• Garcia, one of the Chagos Islands, breached

international law.

BIMSTEC SUMMIT

Why in News?

• Recently, the 4th summit of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical

and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) was held in Nepal.

• The meeting is taking place after a gap of four years, the 3rd BIMSTEC Summit took

place in Nay Pyi Taw in 2014.

BIMSTEC (THE BAY OF BENGAL INITIATIVE FOR MULTI-SECTORAL TECHNICAL

AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION)

• It is a regional organization of countries lying in the littoral and adjacent areas of the

Bay of Bengal.

• The permanent secretariat of BIMSTEC was established in Dhaka.

• It came into being on 6 June 1997 through the Bangkok Declaration.

7 Members of BIMSTEC:

1. India, 2. Bangladesh, 3. Myanmar,  4. Thailand, 5. Sri Lanka, 6. Nepal , 7. Bhutan

Nepal and Bhutan do not share a boundry with Bay of Bengal although members.

INDIAN OCEAN CONFERENCE

Why in News?

• The third edition of Indian Ocean Conference took place in Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam

More on the news

• The theme of the two- day conference will focus on ‘Building Regional Architectures’,

particularly with regards to trade and commerce, security and governance.

• This year, the Indian Ocean Conference will emphasise on better cooperation, strategic

collaboration and governance architectures.

Indian Ocean Conference

• The Indian Ocean Conference is initiated by India Foundation along with its partners

from Singapore, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh

• It is an annual effort to bring together Heads of States/Governments, Ministers, thought

Leaders, scholars, diplomats, bureaucrats and practitioners from across the region.

• Two successful editions of the Conference have been hosted so far in 2016 and 2017.
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SAARC DEVELOPMENT FUND (SDF)

Why in news?

SDF’s Partnership Conclave 2018 was held in New Delhi.

More about the news

• The event aims towards Strategic growth in the South Asian region through project

collaboration and Regional integration and proposes to:

• Solicit Cross-Border project Co-Financing under social, economic and infrastructure

windows for SDF in SAARC member States.

• Build partnership with various organisations like the World Bank, Asian Development

Bank (ADB) and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) for fund mobilisation

and investment in SAARC member states.

• The larger aim is to convert the SDF into a regional bank by strengthening its credit

portfolio so that it could get lender’s status. It will help raise funds from the capital

market through various instruments like bonds etc.

About SDF

• It was established by heads of all eight SAARC member states during 16th SAARC

summit at Thimphu, Bhutan in April 2010.

• Its Secretariat is located at Thimphu, capital of Bhutan. Its Governing Council

comprises finance ministers of these eight countries.

• It was created as umbrella financial mechanism for all SAARC developmental projects

and programmes.

South Asian Association of Regional Cooperation

• It is the regional intergovernmental organization and geopolitical union of nations in

South Asia.

• Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, the Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka

are its members.

• Its secretariat is based in Kathmandu, Nepal.

• It launched the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) in 2006.

• States with observer status include Australia, China, European Union, Iran, Japan,

Mauritius, Myanmar,South Korea and United States.

• Pakistan was to host the Summit in 2016, but India had pulled out accusing Pakistan

of supporting anti-India terrorist groups.

• SAARC foreign ministers  meet was recently held at the sidelines of UNGA meet.

SWAP Arrangement for SAARC Member:

• Cabinet approved the Framework on Currency Swap Arrangement for SAARC Member

Countries in 2012.

• The intention is to provide a line of funding for short term foreign exchange requirements

or to meet balance of payments crises.

• Under the agreement, RBI offers swaps of varying sizes in USD, Euro or INR to each

SAARC member country depending on their 2 months import requirement.

• This will not exceed US$ 2 billion in total.
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SOUTH ASIA SUBREGIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION (SASEC)

The SASEC program is a project-based partnership to promote regional prosperity.

• Project based partnership means several projects are undertaken by it to improve

crossborder connectivity, boost trade among member countries and strengthen regional

economic cooperation.

• The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is the secretariat and lead financier of the program.

• Myanmar has formally become a full member (SASEC).

Members of SASEC

1. Bangladesh, 2. Bhutan, 3. India, 4. Maldives, 5. Myanmar, 6. Nepal, 7. Sri Lanka

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)

• Maldives has now become the latest member of Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

• IORA, formerly known as the Indian Ocean Rim Initiative and Indian Ocean Rim

Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC), is an international organisation

consisting of coastal states bordering the Indian Ocean.

• The Association comprises 21 member states, including India, SL and BanglaDesh.

• Indonesia is the chair of IORA in the period 2016-2018.

• The objective of IORA is to promote sustainable growth and balanced development of

the region and member states.

II. SOUTH-EAST ASIA

INDIA-JAPAN RELATIONS

The 13th Indo–Japan annual bilateral summit was held and a joint vision statement was issued.

India and Japan share similar interest in Indo pacific hence calledfor a free, open,

transparent, rule based and (inclusive) Indo pacific region.

Initiatives

• A landmark civil-nuclear deal was signed last year.

• Connectivity through Huge Infrastructure projects like the Delhi-Mumbai Freight

Corridor, Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor, Chennai-Bangalore Industrial  Corridor

and  the  Ahmedabad-Mumbai  High  Speed  Rail  system.

Maglev trains use magnetic levitation over guideways and move without making any

contact with the ground. This allows for very high speed travel by reducing friction and

creating both lift and propulsion

• Outside  India-Asia-Africa Growth  Corridor  (AAGR) announced  in  2017 and  joint

projects  in  some  third countries like Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka and in

Africa as well will be taken jointly.

Asia -Africa Growth Corridor:

• The Asia-Africa Growth Corridor or AAGC is an economic cooperation agreement

between the governments of India, Japan and multiple African countries.

• It aims for Indo-Japanese collaboration to develop quality infrastructure in Africa,

complemented by digital connectivity, which would undertake the realization of the

idea of creating free and open Indo-Pacific Region. The AAGC will give priority to

development projects in health and pharmaceuticals, agriculture and agro-processing,

disaster management and skill enhancement. The connectivity aspects of the AAGC

will be supplemented with quality infrastructure
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• Defence ties- Quadrilateral Security Dialogue-is a strategic dialogue between India,

United States, Japan and Australia will be carried out.

• Trilateral naval exercise called Exercise Malabar involving the United States, Japan

and India will be carried on continuous basis.

• Till now India and Japan ha d a 2+2 dialogue at the secretary-level now they decided to

have a 2+2 dialogue mechanism between Defence and Foreign ministers. This is aimed

at giving political muscle to the existing diplomatic, security and defence cooperation.

ASIA PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION

Why in News?

• Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) at its Summit in Papua New Guinea failed to

develop consensus on a communique. This  was  first  such  instance  in  the  history  of

APEC  when a consensus could not be achieved on final declaration.

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC):

• Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is an inter-governmental forum for 21 Pacific

Rim member economies that promotes free trade throughout the Asia-Pacific region.

• These 21 member countries collectively account for nearly 50% of world’s trade and

about 57% of GDP. It was established in 1989.

• 21 Members Economies: Australia, Brunei, Canada, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea,

Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, United States, Taiwan, Hong

Kong, China, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, Chile, Peru, Russian and Vietnam. India is

observer of APEC since 2011 and has applied for members... 

Current relation between India and APEC

• India  was  allowed  in  APEC  summit  in  2011  as  an observer state.

• Although India has been attempting to join APEC since 1993, but still has not got the

membership as:

• India’s geographical location isn’t conducive for India’s member- ship in APEC as India

does not border the Pacific Ocean.

• Some APEC members have expressed concerns that India’s inclusion could shift the

focus of the grouping away from its Pacific Rim.

INDIA BECOMES PRESIDENT OF AIBD

Why in News?

• Recently, India has been elected as the President of the Asia-Pacific Institute for

Broadcasting Development (AIBD) for a period of two years.

• Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development (AIBD)

• It is a regional inter-governmental organisation servicing countries of the United Nations

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN-ESCAP) in the field of

electronic media development.

• It was established in 1977 under the auspices of UNESCO and the Asia-Pacific

Broadcasting Union (ABU) is a founding organisation of the Institute and is a non-

voting member of the General Conference.

• It is hosted by Malaysia and its secretariat is located in Kuala Lampur.

• The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP) are also founding organisations of the Institute.

• Its function is to achieve a vibrant and cohesive electronic media environment in the

Asia-Pacific region through policy and mobilizing the intellectual and technological

resources available within the national broadcasting organizations.
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EARLY-HARVEST PACKAGE FOR RCEP

Why in News?

• Members of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), have finalized an

early-harvest “package” with the aim of concluding trade negotiations by the year-end.

Background

• The RCEP, forged during the 2012 ASEAN summit in Cambodia, was built upon the

premise of broadening  and deepening engagement among parties and facilitating

participation to promote economic development in the region.

• But the negotiations which had begun in 2012 resulted in a stalemate due to various

differences among members.

About RCEP

• The RCEP is a FTA between the 10-member ASEAN bloc and its six FTA partners—

India, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand.

• Once concluded, RCEP will create the  largest regional trading bloc, making up 25% of

GDP, 30% of global trade, and 26% of foreign direct investment (FDI) flows.

• The RCEP ‘guiding principles and objectives state that  the “negotiations on trade in

goods, trade in services, investment and other areas will be conducted in parallel to

ensure a comprehensive and balanced outcome.”

EAST ASIA SUMMIT

Why in news?

• Recently, India participated in the 13thEast Asia Summit, held in Singapore.

About East Asia Summit (EAS)

• It is an annual meeting of regional countries which was started in 2005. It is an ASEAN-

centred forum which can only be chaired by an ASEAN member.

• The members include 10 Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) nations plus 8 other

nations Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea, Russia and the US.

• The EAS membership represents around 54% of the world’s population and accounts

for 58% of global GDP.

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) Summit:

• It was held in Singapore on the sidelines of 13th EAS  in Singapore.

• About QUAD: It is an informal mechanism between India, the US, Australia  and Japan,

and interpreted as a joint effort to counter China’s influence in the Indo-Pacific region.

• Key Takeaway: It covered a range of security and economic issues under the rubric of

supporting a free, open and inclusive rules-based order

• Reaffirms India’s diplomatic engagement: East Asia Summit has provided a relatively

bigger platform (due to participation of 18 countries) to India for better endorsement of

Act East Policy, and historical, cultural and economic linkages with East Asian Communities.

ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH EAST ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN)

• It is a regional organisation comprising 10 Southeast Asian states which promotes

intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates economic integration amongst its members.

• Its principal aim is to accelerate economic growth, social progress, and socio cultural

evolution, promote Southeast Asian studies, alongside the protection of regional stability.

• Member nations are Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Brunei,

Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam.
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ASEAN Plus

• Three was created to improve existing ties with the People’s Republic of China, Japan,

and South Korea.

• ASEAN became ASEAN Plus Six with additional three countries: Australia, New Zealand

and India

• In 2006, ASEAN was given observer status at the United Nations General Assembly.

• In response, the organisation awarded the status of “dialogue partner” to the UN.

Delhi Dialogue

• India hosted the 10th edition of the Delhi Dialogue (DD X) under the theme “Strengthening

India-ASEAN Maritime Cooperation” in New Delhi.

• It is a premier annual event to discuss politico-security, the economic and socio-cultural

engagement between India and ASEAN.

• India-ASEAN Commemorative Summit was held in 2018, marking 25 years of India-

ASEAN ties.

• The Delhi Declaration was released after the summit.

• The declaration urges countries to strengthen cooperation and collaboration in combating

transnational crimes, including people smuggling, trafficking in persons, illicit drug

trafficking, cybercrime.

ASEAN-INDIA Connectivity Summit -

• It is being organized by the Ministry of External Affairs in partnership with Confederation

of Indian Industry (CII).

• The summit was with the theme “Powering Digital and Physical Linkages for Asia in the

21st Century”.

• Vietnam and Cambodia has participated from the ASEAN side

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK STRATEGY 2030

Why in News?

• Recently, Asian Development Bank (ADB) released its long-term corporate strategy i.e.

Strategy 2030.

ADB- Strategy 2030

• It is policy framework for ADB that sets out the its broad vision and strategic response

to the evolving needs of Asia and the Pacific

Related Information

About Asian Development Bank (ADB)

• ADB was founded in 1966 and India is a founding member to it.

• The ADB has 67-member countries, including — 48 from the Asian region.

• ADB has been led conventionally by a Japanese governor.

• Top 5 shareholders in ADB are: Japan (15.6%), United States (15.6%), People’s Republic

of China (6.4%), India (6.3%) and Australia (5.8%)

• It provides direct assistance to private enterprises of developing member countries

through equity investments and loans.
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Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) ANNUAL MEETING AT MUMBAI

Why in news?

Recently, third annual meeting of AIIB was held in Mumbai.

Highlights of the meeting

• The meeting was jointly held by The Department of Economic Affairs and the Asian

Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB).

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

• It is a multilateral development bank with a mission to improve social and economic

outcomes in Asia and beyond.

• It was established in December 215 but commenced operation in January 2016 and is

headquartered in Beijing. Currently it has 86 members with India as a founding member.

• India holding about 8.99% stake and 7.5% vote is the second largest shareholder in

AIIB with China holding 32% being the largest.

• So far AIIB has approved 23 projects with a total funding of USD4.22 billion. Recently

it also proposed to invest USD200 million in the National Infrastructure Investment

Fund (NIIF).

Difference between AIIIB, NDB and ADB

AIIB NDB ADB

Membership: 57 countries, Brazil, Russia, China, 31 members at its

Founding including China India, south Africa establishment, ADB

members currently has 67

members, of which 48

Regional 33 members (76.9% NA are from within Asia

of voting powers) and the Pacific and 19

from outside Japan

Non-Regional 16 members NA and United States hold

Shareholders China (29.780) Brazil (10000) the largest proportion

India (8.367) Russia (10000) of shares (15.607%)

Russia (6.536) China (10000) China (6.444%)

Germany (4.484) India (10000) India (6.331%)

South Korea (3.739) South Africa (10000) Australia (5.786%)

Voting Rights China(28.7%) Brazil (20%)

India(8.3%) Russia (20%)

Russia(6.536%) China (20%)

Germany(4.6%) India (20%)

South Korea(3.9%) South Africa (20%)

Majority Two thirds of Four founding members

threshold for Membership with and two third

major decisions 75% of voting power voting power

HQ Beijing, China Shanghai, China Manila, Philippines
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Small Pacific Islands

Forum for India-Pacific Islands cooperation (FIPIC) is a multinational grouping developed

in 2014 for cooperation between India and 14 Pacific Islands nations which include

Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Samoa, Solomon

Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.

• All Head of state/head of government of the above countries met in Suva, Fiji in November

2014 for the first time where the annual summit was conceptualized.

III. CENTRAL ASIA

1st INDIA-CENTRAL ASIA DIALOGUE

Why in news?

• 1st India-Central Asia Dialogue was held in

Samarkand, Uzbekistan and was co-chaired

by the Minister of External Affairs of India.

• The ministerial level summit saw the

participation of External Affairs Ministers

of Afghanistan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan,

Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan.

• India & Central Asia

• India now considers the Central Asian

countries as part of its ‘extended and strategic neighbourhood’.

• India’s only foreign military airbase is in Farkhor  (Tajikistan),  which  is  operated by

IAF  and  Tajik  Air  Force. Tajikistan    is    located    in proximity to the Pakistan-

occupied Kashmir (PoK).

Energy

India and Uzbekistan has signed a deal for long-term supply of uranium.

After    Kazakhstan,    Uzbekistan    will become   the   second   Central   Asian country to

supply uranium to India.

Uranium production across world

Rankings Top Uranium reserves Top UraniumProducer

1. Australia Kazakhstan

2. Canada Canada

3. Kazakhstan Australia

INDIA’S EFFORTS TO CONNECT WITH THE REGION

Connect Central Asia Policy:

• Launched in 2012, with obejective of increased exchanges and high level political visits.

Membership of Shanghai Cooperation Organization:

Why in news?

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit was held in Qingdao, China.

• This year meet is India’s first participation in the summit as a full-time member.

India, along with Pakistan, became full-time members during the Astana summit in

Kazakhstan in June 2017
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Shanghai Cooperation Organization

• It owes its origin to its predecessor Shanghai Five.

• It was a multilateral forum founded by 5 countries China, Russia, Kazakhstan,

Kirghizia, and Tajikistan in Shanghai in 1996.

• It emerged from a series of border demarcation and demilitarization talks between

the four former Soviet republics and China.

• Current member states (8) - China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan,

Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan.

• Observer States (4) - Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran and Mongolia.

• Dialogue Partners (6) - Azerbaijan, Armenia, Cambodia, Nepal, Turkey, Sri Lanka.

• The official working languages of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation are Chinese

and Russian.

• The SCO Secretariat, based in Beijing, is the main permanent executive body of the SCO

• The Council of Heads of State is the top decision making body in the SCO.

• The Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS), headquartered in Tashkent, Uzbekistan,

is a permanent organ of the SCO which serves to promote cooperation of member states

against terrorism, separatism and extremism.

• All SCO members, except for China, India & Pakistan, are also members of the Eurasian

Economic Community.

• The original purpose of the SCO was to serve as a counterbalance to NATO and in

particular to avoid conflicts that would allow the United States to intervene in areas

bordering both Russia and China.

International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC)

• India is a founding member of the International North-

South Transport Corridor (INSTC), a project to link India

and Iran via the sea route and then through Iran to

the Caspian Sea onwards to Central Asia.

• It is a multi-mode network of ship, rail, and road route

for moving freight between India, Iran, Afghanistan,

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia and Europe.

• Multi modal transport corridor signed in 2000 in St.

Petersburg with Iran, Russia and India as founding

members.

• It was expanded to include 11 new members: Azerbaijan,

Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey,

Ukraine, Belarus, Oman, Bulgaria.

• It aims to link India and Iran via the sea route and then through Iran to the Caspian

sea onwards to Central Asia.

Development of Chabahar port in Iran:

• It will allow access to landlocked Afghanistan and energy-rich Central Asia through the

Jawaharlal Nehru and Kandla ports on India’s west coast.

Why in news?

• Afghanistan began exports to India through Chabahar port.

• Chabahar port can help the two countries overcome limitation of overland trade.
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• Goods brought at the port can be easily transported to the Afghan border & distributed

to different parts of Afghanistan via Zaranj-Delaram highway.

Ashgabat Agreement:

India has acceded to the Ashgabat Agreement, an international transport and transit corridor

facilitating transportation of goods between (Central Asia and the Persian Gulf.)

Ashgabat Agreement

• It aims to create multi modal international transport transit corridor.

• It has Oman, Iran, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan as founding members. Kazakhstan

has also joined this arrangement subsequently.

• Pakistan joined Ashgabat agreement in 2016.

• India has also become member of the agreement, which would enable India to utilize

this existing transport and transit corridor to facilitate trade and commercial interaction

with the Eurasian region.

• Further, this would synchronise with our efforts to implement the International North

South Transport Corridor for enhanced connectivity.

• The Lapis Lazuli Corridor is an agreement between Afghanistan, Turkmenistan,

Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey seeking to foster transit and trade cooperation by

reducing barriers facing transit trade.

Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) Gas Pipeline:

• It is the proposed natural gas pipeline that runs from Galkynysh field (Turkmenistan) –

Herat – Kandahar – Multan – Fazilika  (Pak – India  Border).

Eurasian Economic Union (EEU):

• India is negotiating a comprehensive economic partnership agreement with the Eurasian

Economic Union, which include Belarus, Kazakhstan, Russia, Armenia and Kyrgyzstan.

About Eurasian Economic Union

• It is a political and economic union of 5 states located in central and northern Eurasia

i.e Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Russia.

• It facilitates the free movement of goods, capital, services, and people among its member

countries.

• India is holding negotiations to finalize free trade agreement with EEU

Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) Programme is also an effective

instrument under which young professionals of these countries undergo training and

human capacity development.

CASPIAN SEA BREAKTHROUGH TREATY

Why in News?

• Five Caspian Sea states – Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia and Turkmenistan

reached a breakthrough agreement on sovereign rights to the sea, paving the way for

new oil and gas extraction — and pipelines — after more than two decades of disputes.

• The treaty ends a spat over whether the Caspian is a sea or a lake, granting it special

legal status and clarifying the maritime boundaries of each surrounding country. It

also allows each to lay pipelines offshore with consent only from the neighbouring

states affected, rather than from all Caspian Sea nations.
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IV. AFRICA

AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA

Why in news?

• African countries are set to launch the African Continental Free Trade Area or AfCFTA,

the biggest free trade agreement in the world since the World Trade Organization.

• The African Continental Free Trade Area (AFCFTA) is the result of the African Continental

Free Trade Agreement among  all 55 members of the African Union. African heads  of

state  gathered in Kigali, Rwanda in March 2018 to sign the proposed agreement.

• The Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA) is a continent-wide free-trade agreement brokered

by the African Union (AU) and initially signed on by 44 of its 55 member states in Kigali,

Rwanda on March 2018.

• The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa estimates that the agreement will

boost intra-African trade by 52 percent by 2022.

• The proposal will come into force after ratification by 22 of the signatory states One

Stop Trade Bloc-AfCFTA will provide a number of opportunities for the Indian firms and

investors to tap into a larger, unified, simplified and more robust African market.

The African Union (AU)

• The African Union (AU) is a continental union consisting of 55 member states located

on the continent of Africa, with exception of various territories of European possessions

located in Africa.

• The AU’s secretariat, the African Union Commission, is based in Addis Ababa. Ethiopia.

• India’s interactions  with African nations is taking place through forums such as :

• India-Africa Strategic Dialogue, India Africa Forum summit.

India Africa Forum Summit:

• The 3rd India-Africa Forum Summit took place in New Delhi  in 2015.

• The two previous India-Africa summits were held in 2008 and 2011, in New Delhi and

Addis Ababa respectively

INDIA & SOUTH AFRICA

Why in news?

• India and South Africa recently sealed a three-year strategic programme(2019-21).

More on news

• The deal was finalized after talks between Prime Minister and South African President

Cyril Ramaphosa, who was the Chief Guest for the Republic day function.

• The strategic programme will cover cooperation in a range of areas including defence

and security, trade and investment, the blue economy, tourism, IT and agriculture.

• Both the countries are members of groupings such as BRICS, IBSA, IORA, G-20, etc.

Both nations are committed to securing representation in an expanded UN  Security

Council to  achieve  a  more representative UN Security Council Membership. Both are

former British colonies and full member states of the Commonwealth of Nations as

Commonwealth republics.
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Girinka Programme

Why in news-

• India gifted 200 locally bought cows to villagers from Rweru village for Girinka during

PMs visit to African Nations.

• It is the Rwanda’s one of a kind Social Protection scheme under which the poorest

residing in the region get cows from the government and gift the first female calf to a

neighbour to promote brotherhood.

• It aims to transform livelihoods, reconcile communities, and improve agricultural

productivity through the use of manure as fertilizers.

• It has led to an increase in agricultural production in Rwanda - especially milk production

and products, reduced malnutrition and increased incomes.

V.  EUROPE

12TH ASIA-EUROPE MEETING

Why in News?

• The 12th Asia-Europe Meeting(ASEM12) was held in October 2018 in Brussels, Belgium.

Discussions focused on the theme “Europe and Asia: Global Partners for Global Challenges”.

About ASEM

• It is an intergovernmental process established in 1996 to foster dialogue and cooperation

between 51 Asian and European countries plus two institutional partners (the EU and

the Association of South East Asian Nations -ASEAN). India joined the forum in 2008.

• The first summit was held in Bangkok, Thailand. It also seeks to strengthen the

relationship between regions and spread peace, respect and equality.

INDIA AND EUROPEAN UNION

Why in News?

• The European Union has unveiled a ‘strategy paper’ outlining the broad roadmap for

accelerating cooperation with India in a range of key sectors.

Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA)

• India and EU since 2007 are unable to strike a free trade agreement called Bilateral

Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA) due to incoherent interests of both.

• For India, EU is one of the largest trading partner (13.5% of India’s overall trade with

the world (in 2015-16), well ahead of China (10.8%), USA (9.3%), UAE (7.7%) and Saudi

Arabia (4.3%).

EU (European Union)

• The European Union -often known as the EU -is an economic and political partnership

involving 28 European countries.

• It began after World War Two to foster economic co-operation, with the  idea  that

countries which trade together were more likely to avoid going to war with each other.

• It has since grown to become a “single market” allowing goods and people to move

around, basically as if the member states were one country.

• It has its own currency, the euro, which is used by 19 of the member countries, its own

parliament and it now sets rules in a wide range of areas -including on the environment,

transport, consumer rights and even things such as mobile phone charges.
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• For the time being, the United

Kingdom remains a full member

of the EU and rights and

obligations continueto fully

apply in and to the UK.

• The Maastricht Treaty established

the European Union in 1993 and

introduced European citizenship.

• The latest major amendment to

the constitutional basis of the

EU, the Treaty of Lisbon, came

into force in2009.

• The EU has developed an

internal single market through

a standardised system of laws

that apply in allmember states.

• The Union reached its current size of 28 member countries with the accession of Croatia

on 1 July 2013.

• EU policies aim to ensure the free movement of people, goods, services, and capital

within the internal market, enact legislation in justice and home affairs, and maintain

common policies on trade, agriculture, fisheries, and regional development.

• Within the Schengen Area, passport controls have been abolished.

• A monetary union has been established within union but lacks common Fiscal union.

• Of 28 member states, only 19 EU member states use the euro currency.

• The Lisbon Treaty now contains a clause under Article 50, providing for a member to

leave the EU.

• United Kingdom enacted the result of a membership referendum in June 2016 and is

currently negotiating its withdrawal.

• The EU as a whole is the largest economy in the world.

BREXIT

Why in news?

• Failure of Parliamentry approval to Prime Ministers proposal regarding withdrawl from EU.

Brexit :

• It is a word that is used as a shorthand way

of saying the UK leaving the EU - merging

the words Britain and exit to get Brexit.

• After the referendum, Prime Minister of UK

gave notice to the EU (invoking a EU

provision covering withdrawal — Article 50

of the Lisbon Treaty) on the UK’s decision on.

• Under Article 50, the two sides have two

years to agree on the terms of the split. The

UK is scheduled to leave at 11 pm UK time

on March 29, 2019, which can be extended if

all 28 EU member countries agree.

Conflicting issue

• Citizens’  rights after Brexit, Trade over Irish Border, payments that the UK makes to

the EU budget and other are some of the confucting issues.
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VI.  North America

INDIA-USA:

INDIA-US TRADE RELATIONS

Why in news?

• Recently U.S. has withdrawn Generalized System of Preferences(GSP) benefits on 94

products for all countries.

What is Generalized System of Preferences?

• It is a non-reciprocal preferential tariff system which provides for exemption from the

Most Favored Nation principle of World Trade Organization.

• It  involves  reduced  MFN  tariffs  or  duty  free  entry  of  eligible  products  exported  by

beneficiary  countries (developed countries) to markets of donor countries (developing

countries).

• The objective of GSP was to give development support to poor countries by promoting

capacity development and trade.

• U.S.  has  a  particularly  strong  GSP  regime,  under  Trade Act,  1974.  India  has  been

the  largest  beneficiary  of  the GSP. In 2017, India’s duty-free export to the US under

the GSP was more than $5.6 billion.

Most Favored Nation

• MFN clause under WTO requires a country to provide any concessions, or granted in

a trade agreement to one nation to all other World Trade Organization member countries

• It ensures non-discriminatory trade policy because it ensures  equal trading among

all WTO members.

• However, in the case benefits are provided under free-trade agreements, like those

laid out in the North American Free Trade Agreement, those are not subject to the

MFN clause as long as the goods are traded between the participating countries only.

Intellectual Property Rights Issue:

• India has been placed in Priority Watch List of the USTR’s Special 301.

SPECIAL 301 REPORT

• It s prepared annually by the Office of the United States Trade Representative

(USTR).

• The reports identify trade barriers to U.S. companies and products due to the

intellectual property laws, such as copyright, patents and trademarks, in other

countries.

• It must identify a list of “Priority Foreign Countries”, those countries judged to have

inadequate intellectual property laws; these countries may be subject to sanctions.

• In addition, the report contains a “Priority Watch List” and a “Watch List”, containing

countries whose intellectual property regimes are deemed of concern.

Visa related tensions:

• India is the largest beneficiary of H1-Bvisa scheme of US. But US in recent times has

increased visa fees for H1-B applicants and cut their quotas. This has been detrimental

for the interest of Indian IT companies. India has raised concerns on this issue.
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India –US have been also engaged WTO in dispute resolution:

• India dragged the US to the WTO dispute settlement mechanism over the imposition of

import duties on steel and aluminium. Also, India and US are at loggerheads on subsidies

and  Domestic  Content  Requirement  (DCR)  provisions  to  renewable  energy  sector

in  their  respective countries.

JCPOA (JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION)

• Earlier  USA  has  withdrawn  from JCPOA  (Joint  Comprehensive Plan of Action) as

the deal did not target Iran’s ballistic missile  programme, its  nuclear  activities  beyond

2025 and  its  role  in  conflicts  in  Yemen and Syria.

• US has agreed to let eight countries including Japan, India and South Korea, keep

buying Iranian oil after it re-imposes sanctions on Iran, in recognition of their significant

efforts to reduce imports from Iran.

Why U.S. is imposing sanctions on Iran?

• The sanctions that are being imposed are the most damaging to the Iranian economy -

targeting its oil sales, its wider energy industry, shipping, banking, insurance and so on.

New Arrangement with Iran of India:

• Oil payments   are   being   made   in rupees   only   as   against   earlier arrangements

where  there  was  a  ratio  of  45  percent rupees  and  55 percent Euros.

• Under the US sanctions, India is allowed to export farm commodities, food, medicines,

and medical devices to Iran. Iran could use the rupee to pay for imports from India.

• The agreement of buying oil in rupees will help strengthen the rupee as India will not

need US dollars to import the oil.

INDIA – USA DEFENCE PACTS

• It was officially announced that the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement

(LEMOA) has been fullyoperationalised.

• There are four foundational agreements that help the U.S. to intensify its defence

cooperation with a partnernation such as India.

• India had signed only three of these four agreements -

1. General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) in 2002

2. Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016

3. Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) in 2018

• The last one remaining is the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-

spatial Cooperation (BECA)

• GSOMIA paved the way for greater technology cooperation in the military sector.

• LEMOA gives both nations access to each other s military facilities. But it does not

make it automatic orobligatory.

• COMCASA will facilitate transfer of encrypted communications systems.

• It helps in sharing high-tech military hardware, especially armed drones which the

U.S. is willing to supply toIndia.

• BECA facilitates exchange of geospatial information.

India-U.S. 2 + 2 Dialogue

• 2+2 dialogue (Two plus Two discussion) is a diplomatic arrangement between India and

the U.S.
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• It is held between Indian External Affairs and Defence Ministers, and their US

counterparts.

• It aimed at promoting synergy in diplomatic and security efforts and provide a forward

looking vision for the India-U.S. strategic partnership.

India’s Exemption from CAATSA

• U.S is set to exempt an India, Indonesia and Vietnam defence acquisition from Russia

from CAATSA law.

• The Countering America s Adversaries through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), aims at taking

punitive measuresagainst Russia, Iran, and North Korea.

India’s S-400 deal with Russia

• The Russian-built S-400 Triumf, is the most dangerous operationally deployed modern

long-range surface-to-air missile (MLR SAM) system in the world.

• It is considered to be much ahead of the Terminal High Altitude Area Defence system

(THAAD) developed by the United States.

• The mobile S-400 system can engage all types of aerial targets including aircraft,

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), and ballistic and cruise missiles within a range of

400 km, at an altitude up to 30 km.

• It can track 100 airborne targets, including super fighters such as the American built

F-35, and engagesix of them simultaneously.

• The bulk of India s military equipment is of Soviet/Russian origin including the nuclear

submarine INSChakra, the Kilo-class conventional submarine, the supersonic Brahmos

cruise missile, the MiG andSukhoi fighters, Mi helicopters, and the Vikramaditya

aircraft carrier.

United States - Mexico - Canada Agreement

• The U.S., Canada and Mexico arrived at a revised tradeagreement, replacing the North

American Free TradeAgreement (NAFTA).

• The new deal will be known as the United StatesMexico-Canada Agreement, or USMCA.

• The USMCA makes changes to the earlier NAFTA thathad some concerns.

• It will thus replace the quarter-century-old NorthAmerican Free Trade Agreement

(NAFTA).

• USMCA does not do anything new to promote thecause of free trade among the North

American nations.

• But it achieves the objective of avoiding any significantdamage to the international

trade system.

NAFTA

• NAFTA came into effect in 1994.

• It is a successor to the Canada-United States Free Trade Agreement.

• NAFTA is a trilateral arrangement that includes Mexico.

• It led to lower tariffs on most goods and services traded among the countries.

• It encouraged big business to reorganise supply chains around the North American

continent.

• Overall, regional trade has expanded more than three times since NAFTA came into

effect.



NOTES

25B, 2nd Floor, Pusa Road, Old Rajendra Nagar,
Metro Pillar Number 117 • Tel. : 011-49274400, 9205274743

95

• The agreement has also led to a range of rules on food safety, intellectual property

rights and the settlement of disputes.

• It has generally deepened the political relationship among the three signatories South

America

VENEZUELA CRISIS

Why in news?

• Venezuela is reeling under political turmoil

fuelled byan economic crisis due to falling oil

prices, andPresident Nicolas Maduro’s

attempts to restrain theOpposition.

• Hyperinflation (extremely fast or out of

controlinflation), foodshortage, Mass

Migration, rising crime rate in Venezuela are

some of the manifestation of this crisis.

• Venezuela being home to theworld’s largest oil

reserves the crisis  is expected tocomplicate

the global oil supply mix and perhapseven push

up oil prices.

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries

• It is an intergovernmental organization of 14 nations to coordinate and unify their

petroleum policies and ensure the stabilization of oil markets, in order to have regular

supply of petroleum to consumers, a steady income to producers, and a fair return on

capital for those investing in the petroleum industry.

• HQ  of OPEC is at Vienna, Austaria.

Members -

• Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Venezuela Libya, UAE, Algeria, Nigeria, Gabon, Angola,

Equatorial Guinea and Congo.

• Qatar announced its termination of its membership from January 2019.

• Russia is not a member of OPEC.

• The countries accounted for an estimated 42% of global oil production and 73% of the

world’s “proven” oil reserves.

• Since 2007, OPEC has published the “World Oil Outlook” annually, in which it presents

a comprehensive analysis of the global oil industry including medium- and long-term

projections for supply and demand.

MERCOSUR

• It is a full customs union and a trading bloc with members Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay.

• Bolivia is in the process of being incorporated as a member.

• Venezuela was suspended from membership in 2016.

• Chile, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Suriname are its associate members.

• Observer countries are New Zealand and Mexico.

• Its purpose is to promote free trade and the fluid movement of goods, people, and currency.

• India and the Mercosur bloc have stepped up efforts to expand their preferential trade

agreement to make greater inroads into the other s market.
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VII.  Other International Organisations in News

INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ALLIANCE (ISA)

• It  was  launched  at  Paris  Climate  Change Conference   in   2015   by   the   President

of France and the Prime Minister of India.

• It is a multi-country partnership organization with  membership  from  solar  resource

rich countries  between  the  two  tropics,  where the  global  community  can  make  a

positive contribution  towards  increasing  the  use  of solar energy.

• It has  now  been  decided  to  extend  the membership  of  the  alliance  to  all  the  UN

member states.

• Each Member shares and updates, for those solar  applications  for  which  it  seeks  the

benefits of collective action under the ISA.

• The Delhi Declaration on Renewable Energy in the Indian Ocean Region calls for

collaboration among IORA member states  in  meeting  the  growing  demand  for

renewable energy  in  the  Indian  Ocean  littorals,  development  of  a common  renewable

energy  agenda  for  the  Indian  Ocean region and promote regional capacity building.

G-20 SUMMIT

Why in news?

• Recently the 13th G-20 Summit took place in Argentina. 2018 G20 summit was held

under the theme “Building consensus for fair and sustainable development”.

• In the summit, India presented a nine-point agenda to G20 member nations calling for

strong and active cooperation among them to comprehensively deal with fugitive economic

offenders.

Background of Group of Twenty (G 20)

• It is an international forum for the governments and central bank governors from 19

countries and the European Union.

• The first G20 Summit was held in Berlin in December 1999

• It was formed in  1999 to discuss policies relating to financial stability.

• It is an international forum that brings together the world’s leading industrialised and

emerging economies.

• Members are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, UK, US, Russia, Australia, Canada,

Saudi Arabia, India, South Africa, Turkey, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, China and Indonesia

and EU.

• It acts as a forum for the governments and central bank governors from 20 major economies.

• It was founded with the aim of studying, reviewing, and promoting high level discussion

of policy issues pertaining to the promotion of international financial stability.

• Its agenda was expanded since 2008 including heads of governments/heads of states

as well as finance ministers and foreign ministers.

Recent developments

• The Digital Economy Task Force (DETF) was established to provide recommendations

for inclusive development in the era of digital transformation.

• For the first time, India will host the annual G20 summit in 2022

• The FATF is an inter-governmental body an initiative of G-7to combat money laundering,

terrorist financing and other related threats to the integrity of the international financial system.
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WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION

Why in news?

• Presently, IMF, World Bankand WTO has called for reform sinmultilateral trading System

in order to tack leon going trade war between China and US, stalemateat 11th Ministerial

Conference of WTO, USA’s consideration of withdrawal from WTO.

Organizational Structure of WTO

• Ministerial Conference - It Includes all members, meets once in 2 year and the 11th

Ministerial Conference was held in Argentina.

• General Council –It acts a Dispute Settlement Body and Trade Policy Review Body.

WTO and its evolution

World Trade Organization

• It operates a global system of trade rules, acts as a forumfor negotiating trade agreements,

it settles trade disputesbetween its member countries and it supports the needs

ofdeveloping countries.

• WTO officially commenced under the Marrakesh Agreement, replacing the General

Agreement on Tariffsand Trade (GATT).

• It is created by Uruguay round of negotiations andestablished in 1995. HQ - Geneva.

• The trade agreements are signed by representatives ofmember governments and ratified

by their parliaments.

• WTO has 164 members and 22 observer governments, withAfghanistan and Liberia

being the latest to join.

Basic principles of trade liberalizations that were to be followed were:

• Non-discrimination–Countries will not discriminate one from another. It had be

achieved through

• Most Favored Nation sstatus i.e. neutral trading relations and National treatment to

non-domestic producers.

• Reciprocity–The concessions conferred by countries had to be mutual.

GLOBAL COMPACT FOR MIGRATION

• It is the first intergovernmental negotiated agreement, prepared under the auspices of

UN to cover alldimensions of migration.

• The agreement was signed in the UNGA by adopting a political declaration “New York

Declaration forRefugees and Migrants” in 2016.

• It is framed consistent with one of the targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development in whichmember States have committed to cooperate internationally to

facilitate safe, orderly and regular migration.

• The pact is not binding on member countries.

• All the 193 member countries of UNGA became part of the global pact for migration.

• However, few countries have refused to sign or withdrawn from the agreement – USA,

Australia, Hungary,Australia, Israel, Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Austria,

Switzerland, Bulgaria, Latvia, Italy, Switzerland and Chile.
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10TH BRICS SUMMIT

Why in News?

• Recently, the 10th BRICS Summit took place from 25th to 27th July, at Johannesburg

in South Africa. The Theme of the summit was ‘BRICS in Africa: Collaboration for

Inclusive Growth and Shared Prosperity in the 4th Industrial Revolution.’

About BRICS

• The acronym “BRICS” was initially formulated in 2001 by economist Jim O’Neill, of

Goldman Sachs, in a report on growth prospects for the economies of Brazil, Russia,

India and China.

• BRICS brings together five major emerging economies, comprising 43% of the world

population, having 37% of the world GDP and 17% share in the world trade.

About NDB

• NDB is an initiative of BRICS countries signed into Agreement during the sixth BRICS

summit in Fortaleza in 2014 and it came into existence as a legal entity in Ufa Summit

in 2015.

• The 5 member states have an equal share.

• The core purpose of the NDB is to mobilize resources for infrastructure and sustainable

development in BRICS countries.

The Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) of BRICS

• CRA was established in 2015 during 7th BRICS summit in July 2015. The Treaty for

the establishment of BRICS CRA was signed at Fortaleza, Brazil in July 2014.

• It is a framework that aims at providing support through additional liquidity and other

means to BRICS countries at a time of economic crisis.

• It will be providing support to BRICS countries through liquidity and precautionary

instruments in response to actual or potential short-term balance of payments pressures.

• The initial total committed resources of the CRA will be 100 billion dollars with individual

commitments as follows: China ($41 billion), India ($18 billion), Brazil ($18 billion),

Russia ($18 billion) and South Africa ($5 billion).

• The CRA is generally seen as a competitor to the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

and along with BRICS New Development Bank (NDB) is viewed as an example of

increasing South-South cooperation.

• Both CRA and NDB were annoucned as part of BRICS Fortaleza Declaration announed

during 6th BRICS summit held in  Fortaleza, Brazil in July 2014

IBSA DECLARATION FOR SOUTH-SOUTH CO-OP

Why in news?

• Recently, at a Ministerial meeting of IBSA in Pretoria, South Africa, Foreign Ministers

of India, Brazil and South Africa (IBSA) adopted a declaration to contribute to greater

understanding of development and South-South Cooperation (SSC).

• Background About South-South Cooperation (SSC)

• South South Cooperation (SSC) is defined as the exchange and sharing of

developmental solutions among countries in the global south.

• The formation of SSC can be traced to the Asian–African Conference that took place

in Bandung, Indonesia, in 1955 which is also known as the Bandung Conference.
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IBSA

• The IBSA Dialogue Forum (India, Brazil, and South Africa) is an international tripartite

grouping for promoting international cooperation among thes ecountries. It represents

three important poles for galvanizing South-South cooperation and greater understanding

between three important continents ofthe developing world namely, Africa, Asia and

South America.

• IBSA was formally established by the Brasilia Declaration of 6 June 2003 by external

affairs ministers of India, Brazil and South Africa.

ORGANISATION FOR THE PROHIBITION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS (OPCW)

Why in news?

• OPCW has been granted new powers to assign blame for attacks using banned toxic materials.

OPCW

• It was established in the year 1997 with headquarter at The Hague, Netherlands.

• It is the implementing body for the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,

Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons.

• The OPCW Member States share the collective goal of preventing chemistry from ever

again being used for warfare, thereby strengthening international security.

• To this end, the Convention contains four key provisions:

destroying all existing chemical weapons under international verification by the OPCW;

monitoring chemical industry to prevent new weapons from re-emerging;

providing assistance and protection to States Parties against chemical threats; and

 fostering international cooperation to strengthen implementation of the Convention

and promote the peaceful use of chemistry.

• It has membership of 193 countries.

 India is a member.

 Israel has signed but not ratified the Convention. Egypt, North Korea, Palestine and

South Sudan have neither signed nor acceded.

• The Conference of the States Parties is the plenary organ consisting of all members of

the OPCW having equal voting rights. It has the general power to oversee implementation

of the Convention

• OPCW has reached a major milestone of destroying over 90% of the stockpile of the

chemical weapons and was awarded 2013 Nobel Peace Prize for its extensive efforts to

eliminate chemical weapons.

• The OPCW- The Hague Award- It was established to honor select individuals and

institutions by highlighting their exceptional contributions towards the goal of a world

permanently free of chemical weapons.

VIII.  Treaties and conventions in news

COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST BAN TREATY

Why in news?

UN  chief  Antonio  Guterres  appealed  to  eight  nations,  including  India  and  the  US,

to  ratify  the  Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT).
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What is CTBT?

• It is a multilateral treaty banning all nuclear explosions for both military and civilian

purposes.

• It was negotiated at the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva and adopted by the

United Nations General Assembly. It was opened for signature on 24 September 1996.

• The  CTBT  with  its  183  signatories  and  163  ratifications  is  one  of  the most  widely

supported  arms-control treaties.

• It can only enter into force after it is ratified by eight countries with nuclear technology capacity,

namely China, Egypt, India, Iran, Israel, North Korea, Pakistan and the United States.

• China, Egypt, Iran, Israel and the United States havesigned but not ratified the Treaty.

• India, North Korea & Pakistan have not signed it. They have neither signed the Non-

Proliferation Treaty 1968.

• According to CTBT each State Party undertakes not to carry out any nuclear weapon

test explosion or anyother nuclear explosion, and to prohibit and prevent any such

nuclear explosion at any place under itsjurisdiction or control.

• Only  North  Korea,  has  broken  the  norms,  which  had  led  to  condemnation  from

the  Security  Council  and repeated imposition of sanctions.

• The Treaty establishes a CTBT Organization (CTBTO), located in Vienna, to ensure the

implementation of its provisions, including provisions for international verification measures

TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS (NPT) 1968:

• Its objective is to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to

promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and to further the goal of

achieving nuclear disarmament and general and complete disarmament.

• Opened for signature in 1968, the Treaty entered into force in 1970. On 11 May 1995,

the Treaty was extended indefinitely.

• Four UN member states have never joined the NPT: India, Israel, Pakistan and South

Sudan.

• The treaty recognizes five states as nuclear-weapon states: the United States, Russia,

the United Kingdom, France, and China (also the five permanent members of the

United Nations Security Council).

• India is a non-signatory to this treaty. India had ruled out the possibility of joining the

Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) as a non-nuclear weapon state but it remains “committed”

to a unilateral voluntary moratorium on nuclear explosive testing.

TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 2017:

• It is the first legally binding international agreement that prohibits States Parties   from

developing, testing, producing, manufacturing, acquiring, possessing, or stockpiling

nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices.

• It is the first multilateral legally-binding instrument for complete nuclear disarmament.

Even the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) of 1968 and nuclear-weapon-free zone contains

only partial prohibitions.

• This treaty prohibits a full range of nuclear-weapon related activities, such as undertaking

to develop, test, produce, manufacture, acquire, possess or stockpile nuclear weapons

or other nuclear explosive devices.

• It also prohibits the use or threat of use of these weapons as well.

• 122 of the 124 nations that participated in the negotiations had voted in favour of the treaty.
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• The treaty will enter into force 90 days after it has been ratified by at least 50 countries.

• The eight nuclear weapon states i.e US, Russia, Britain, China, France, India, Pakistan

and North Korea along with Israel had not participated in the negotiations.

• India did not participate in the negotiations on a Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear

Weaponswhich was concluded in New York on 7 July 2017 quoting  that India maintains

the Geneva-based Conference on Disarmament (CD) as a single multilateral disarmament

negotiation forum

NUCLEAR-WEAPON-FREE ZONES (NWFZ):

• It is a regional approach to strengthen global nuclear non-proliferation and   disarmament

norms and consolidate international efforts towards peace and security.

Pelindaba Treaty

• The African Nuclear Weapon Free Zone Treaty/Pelindaba treaty prohibits the research,

development, manufacture, stockpiling, acquisition, testing, possession, control or

stationing of nuclear explosive devices in the territory of parties to the Treaty and the

dumping of radioactive wastes in the African zone by Treaty parties.

GENEVA CONVENTION 1949

Why in News?

• Recently, Pakistan government was accused of violating Geneva Convention in treatment

of Indian Air force Pilot who crashed in the Pakistan Occupied Kashmir region.

What is Geneva Convention?

• The Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols form the basis of modern

international humanitarian law, setting out how soldiers and civilians should be treated

during the war.

• Although they were adopted in 1949, to take account of the experiences of the Second

World War, the fourGeneva Conventions continue to apply to armed conflicts today.

• Three additional protocols were also adopted later on which expanded the rules.

• The Conventions have been ratified by all States and are universally applicable.

International Red Cross and Red Cross Movement

• It is a humanitarian movement with approximately 17 million volunteers worldwide.

• It consists of various International and National organizations with common objective

but legally independent of each other.

INTERMEDIATE RANGE NUCLEAR FORCES TREATY

Why in news?

• Recently, U.S.A (and then Russia) suspended its obligations under the Intermediate-

Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty.

• The treaty was signed in the year 1987 between United States and the then Soviet Union.

• The treaty prohibited land-based cruise or ballistic missiles with ranges between 500

and 5,500 km. It did not cover air- or sea-launched weapons,

• The treaty marked the first time the superpowers had agreed to reduce their nuclear

arsenal & eliminate entire category of nuclear weapons.

• In 2014, US has alleged that Russia violated the treaty and it has deployed the non-

compliant missile.

• Recently, US announced its withdrawal  from the treaty. USA Congress approval for the

same  is yet to be taken
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IX.  SPACE DIPLOMACY

• As part of its space diplomacy, India will set up five ground stations and more than 500

terminals in five neighboring countries –Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

Indian initiatives in Space Diplomacy

• India has also allowed SAARC countries to use its regional positioning system NAVIC.

• India collaborated with NASA during its Chandrayan Mission which found water on

the moon.

• Data from Indian satellites is frequently shared with friendly countries for astronomical

research which furthers goodwill and enhances relations.

• The ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and Command Network (ISTRAC) operates three

international stations in Brunei, Indonesiaand Mauritius.

• The ISRO also established the India-Myanmar Friendship Centre for Remote Sensing in 2001

• South  Asia  Satellite  or GSAT-9 is  a  Geostationary Communication   satellite   launched

by ISRO to provide various communication applications over South Asian countries.

Some other applications include: Tele-medicine, Disaster Management, Banking,

e-governance etc.

Related Bodies

• The  United  Nations  Committee  on  the  Peaceful  Uses  of  Outer  Space (COPUOS) is

the  forum  for  the  development of international space law.

• The Committee has concluded five international treaties:

OUTER SPACE TREATY

• The “Outer Space Treaty” which regulatesactivities of States in the Exploration and Use

of Outer Space. It is an international treaty binding the parties to use outer space only

for peaceful purposes.

• The treaty came into force in 1967, after being ratified by the United States, the Soviet

Union, the United Kingdom, and several other countries.

• It represents the basic legal framework of international space law.

• 108 countries are parties to this treaty, including India.

• It was formulated to bar its signatory countries from placing weapons of mass destruction

in orbit of the

• Earth, on the Moon or any other celestial body or the outer space.

• However, the Treaty does not prohibit the placement of conventional weapons in orbit

and thus some highly destructive attack strategies such as kinetic bombardment are

still potentially allowable.

• The treaty explicitly forbids any government from claiming a celestial resource such as

the Moon or a planet.

EXPORT CONTROL REGIMES:

A Multilateral Export Control Regime is an international body that states use to organize

their national export control systems.

There are currently four such regimes:

• The Wassenaar Arrangement (WA) on Export Controls for Conventional Arms and Dual-

Use Goods and Technologies

• The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), for the control of nuclear related technology
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• The Australia Group (AG) for control of chemical and biological technology that could

be weaponized

• The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) for the control of rockets and other

aerial vehicles capable of delivering weapons of mass destruction

A brief comparison of the four export control regimes is:

Parameters Wasseanar 
Agreement 

Australia 
groupings 

MTCR NSG 

Establishment Estd. in 1996 Estd. in 1985 Initiative of G7; 
Estd. in 1987 

It 
was   founded   
in  
response to the 
Indian 
nuclear test 
in 1974 
 

Objective Deals with 
conventional 
arms and dual 
use technologies 

seeks to ensure 
that exports do 
not contribute 
to the 
development of 
chemical or 
biological 
weapons. 

Proliferation of 
Missi le and 
unmanned 
aerial vehic le 
technology of 
carrying above 
500kg payload 
for more than 
300 km. 

 

Nature Informal Informal Informal and 
voluntary 
partnership 

It  is a 
voluntary,  
non - legally 
binding export 
control regime. 
 

India’s 
Membership 

Yes (Dec 2017)  Yes (Feb 2018) Yes(May,2016) India has been  
trying  to  
become  a  
member.  But  
its   membership  
has  been  
blocked by 
China 
 

China’s 
membership  

No No No Yes 

Major non-
members 

  China, Pakistan 
and Israel. 
(Israel is 
unilateral 
member) 

 

   India joined 
Hague code of 
conduct- 
dealing with 
ballistic missile 
non-
proliferation 
arrangement 
before becoming 
member of 
MTCR. 
China, Pakistan, 
Israel are not its 
member. 

Works by 
consensus only 
and not by 
majority. 
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UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEA (UNCLOS)

• It is also called the Law of the Sea Convention or the Law of the Sea treaty.

It defines the rights and responsibilities of nations with respect to

• Their use of the world’s oceans, establishing guidelines for businesses, the environment,

and the management of marine natural resources.

NOTE: Although UN provides support for the meeting of the state party, the UN has no

direct operational role in the implementation of the Convention.

The convention set the limit of various areas, measured from a carefully defined baseline.

1. Internal waters: Covers all water and waterways on the landward side of the baseline.

The coastal state is free to set laws, and use any resource.

2. Territorial Waters: Out to 12 nautical miles from the baseline. The coastal state is

free to set laws, and use any resource. Vessels were given the right of innocent passage

through any territorial waters.

3. Contiguous zone: Beyond the 12-nauticalmile limit, there is a further 12 nautical

miles from the territorial sea baseline limit. In this, a state can continue to enforce

laws in four specific areas: customs, taxation, immigration and pollution.

4. Exclusive economic zones (EEZs): These extend from the edge of the territorial sea

out to 200 nautical miles from the baseline. It includes contiguous zone.

a. The coastal nation has sole exploitation rights over all natural resources.

b. Foreign nations have the freedom of navigation and over flight, subject to the

regulation of the coastal states.

5. Continental shelf: the natural prolongation of the land territory to the continental

margin’s outer edge, or 200 nautical miles from the coastal state’s baseline, whichever

is greater. So, A state’s continental shelf may exceed EEZ (200 nautical miles). Coastal

states have the exclusive right to harvest minerals and nonliving materials in the

subsoil of its continental shelf.

INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE LAW OF THE SEA (ITLOS)

• Established by UNCLOS.

• Seated at Hamburg (Germany).

• States and international organisations can be its members

• Non-state parties can also file an appeal with it.

INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY

• It is an United Nation organization established by UNCLOS.

• Its aim is to organize, regulate and control all mineral-related activities (non-living

resources) in the international seabed area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.

• Government of India signed a 15-year contract with the International Seabed Authority

(ISA) for exploration of polymetallic sulphides (PMS) in Indian Ocean.
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United Nation Agencies

United Nation Head Quarter Mandate/Salient Features

Development Group

Agencies

United Nations New York • Publishes Human Development Report

Development City annually.It is developed by economist

Programme (UNDP) Mahbub Ul Haq of Pakistan and based on

the work of Amartya Sen.

• Help countries achieve MDGs and SDGs

United Nations Nairobi, • Coordinates environmental activities of UN.

Environment Kenya • Assists developing countries in implementing

Programme (UN environmentally sound policies and practices.

Environment) • It is one of several Implementing Agencies

for the Global Environment Facility (GEF)

United Nations New York • Provides Long-term assistance to children

Children's Emergency and mothers in developing countries.

Fund (UNICEF) • Take contributions from government as

well as private donors.

• Got Nobel Peace Prize in 1965.

World Health Geneva, • Publishes World Health Report,

Organization (WHO) Switzerland • Conducts World Health Survey

• Started World Health Day (7 April of every

year)

International Labour Geneva, • A nation can be a member of ILO w/o being

Organization (ILO) Switzerland  a member of UN

• It registers complaints against entities that

are violating international rules

• It does not impose sanctions on

governments.

• Got Nobel Peace Prize in 1969

International Geneva, • It is an intergovernmental public-private

Telecommunication Switzerland partnership organization.

Union (ITU) • Its membership includes 193 Member

States and around 700 public and private

sector companies.

• Coordinates the shared global use of the

radio spectrum, assigning satellite orbits.

• Works to improve telecommunication

infrastructure in the developing world.

• Develops international standards.

UNHCR (The UN Geneva, • Mandated to protect and support refugees

Refugee Agency) Switzerland at the request of a government or the UN itself

• It assists refugees in their voluntary

repatriation, local integration or

resettlement to a third country.

• Initially it was established to help people

displaced by World War II.
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World Meteorological Geneva • Specialised agency of the United Nations for

Organization (WMO) Switzerland meteorology (weather and climate),

operational hydrology and related

geophysical sciences.

• It maintains the database of cyclone/

hurricane/typhoon names.

• Greenhouse Gas Bulletin is its annual report.

• It runs Global Atmosphere watch

Programme to provide scientific data and

information on the chemical composition of

the atmosphere.

International Fund for Rome, • Specialized agency dedicated to eradicating

Agricultural Italy rural poverty in developing countries.

Development (IFAD) • India is a founding member.

Food and Agriculture Rome, • It leads international efforts to defeat hunger.

Organisation (FAO)  Italy • Serves both developed and developing countries.

• FAO acts as a neutral forum where all

nations meet as equals to negotiate

agreements and debate policy.

• Also a source of knowledge and information

regarding agriculture, forestry and fisheries

practices

The World Food Rome, • The  world's  largest  humanitarian  organization

Programme (WFP) Italy addressing hunger and promoting food security.

United Nations Vienna, • Mandate is promotion and acceleration of

Industrial Austria industrial development in developing countries

Development • It also promotes international industrial

Organization (UNIDO) cooperation.

United Nation Geneva • a permanent intergovernmental body.

Conference on Trade • Its goal is to maximize the trade,

and Development investment and development

(UNCTAD) opportunities of developing countries

Other UN Agencies HQ Function and Objective

International Maritime London, UK • It has responsibility for the safety and

Organisation (IMO) security of shipping

• It works for the prevention of marine

pollution by ships.

The World Intellectual Geneva, • To encourage creative activity

Property Organisation Switzerland • To promote the protection of intellectual

(WIPO) property throughout the world.

UNESCO Paris • building of peace,

Why in news? • eradication of poverty,

USA has decided to • sustainable development

withdraw from UNESCO, • intercultural dialogue through education,

accusing the body sciences,  culture,  communication and

of anti-Israel bias. information
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UN Office for Disaster Geneva, • NISDR was established in 1999 as a dedicated

Risk Reduction Switzerland secretariat to facilitate the implementation

(UNISDR) of the International Strategy for Disaster

Reduction (ISDR)

• It serve as the focal point in the United

Nations system for the coordination of

disaster reduction

UN Human Rights Geneva • The council is 47-member body.So, not all UN

Council (UNHRC) members are automatically member of UN

HR Council.

• It makes decisions ranging from exposing

violations to recommending that the

Security Council make a referral to the

International Criminal Court.

The council doesn't have the authority to

take action but can set up special

rapporteurs with the mandate to investigate

and report human-rights abuses.
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INDICES and INDIA’S PERFORMANCE

Name of the Released India’s Key Features

Index and Report by position

Logistics Performance World Bank From 35 in 2016 • Captures the relative ease

Index in the report to 45 in 2018; and efficiency with which

‘Connecting to Compete Only China is products can  be  moved

2016: Trade Logistics ahead us in into and within acountry·

in the Global Economy’ BRICS. • LPI captures the extent of

costs and inefficiency in

moving goods across states

but not to hinterland.

Ease of Doing World Bank 77/190 (2019) Components of ranking:

Business Ranking & 100th (2018) • Starting abusiness

• Registeringproperty

• Getting electricity connection

• Getting construction

Permit

• Getting credit

• Paying taxes

• Enforcing contracts.

• Trading across borders

• Resolving Insolvency

• Protecting Minority

Investors

Ease of Living World Bank The index could include

Index categories on social inclusion,

cost  of living,  public transport,

housing, education,  health,

Environment-friend liness,

corruption, crime/safety,

governance.

The World Happiness United 133/156; The report takes into account

Report, 2018 Nations Finland is 1. The GDP percapita,

Sustainable the happiest 2. Life expectancy,

Development country 3. Social support

Solutions 4. Freedom to make life choices

Network 5. Trust=Perception of

(SDSN) corruption.

6. Generosity

(recent donations)

Sustainable SDSN and 116/157; • It asses countries where

Development the Sweden - they stand with regard to

Goal Index Bertelsmann 1st Rank achieving17 SDGs by 2030.

Stiftung . • The index helps countries

to identify priorities for

early action.
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Global Hunger Index Concern 103/119 Lower value of index is better.

Worldwide • 4 equally weighted indicators

(Ireland) a. Proportion of under

and nourished population

Welthungerhilfe b. The proportion of children

(Germany). under the age of 5 suffering

 from wasting

c. the proportion of children

under the age of 5 suffering

from stunting

d. Infant Mortality Rate

Global Innovation World- 57th (2018) • It ranks world economies

Index (GII) Intellectual 60th (2017) according to their innovation

Property    capabilities and outcomes.

Organization • Using 82 indicators.

(WIPO), • Switzerland tops the list.

Cornell

University

and

INSEAD

India Innovation NITI Aayog, Ranks • It will be structured on GII

Index DIPP and the by adding India-centric

CIIIn innovation parameters those truly reflect

consultation performance the Indian innovation

with WEF, of all Indian ecosystem.

WIPO, states • It will track each indicator

Cornell at the National level and  the

university State level on real-timebasis.

OECD, ILO, • It will be the point of reference

UNESCO for all international agencies

and others to collect India’s up to date

data points for global

indices and analytic.

Human United 130th (2018) • It is based on capability

Development Nation approach of Amartya Sen.

Index (HDI) Development • Considers 3 criteria

(In Human Program 1. Life Expectancy atbirth

Development (UNDP) 2. Education

Report) a. Average Years of

Schooling

b. Expected Years of

Schooling

3. Gross National Income

Percapita
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Multi dimensional United 26th among • It measures deprivations

PovertyIndex Nation 102 developing across the three dimensions

(In Human Development countries (and 10 indicators)  as  used

Development Program for HDI namely health,

Report) (UNDP)

Gender Inequality United 125/159,Only Measurement of gender disparity

Index In Human Nation Afghanistan using three dimensions

Development Report Development performs worse 1.Reproductive health for

Program than India in women:

(UNDP) South Asia. a. maternal  mortality rate

b. adolescent fertility rate.

2.Empowerment:

a. proportion of

parliamentary seats

occupied byfemales

b. Proportion of adult

females and males aged

25 years and older with

at least secondary

education.

3. Economic status: It is

measured by labour force

participation rate of female

and male populations aged

15 years and older.

Global Manufacturig World 30th • It has categorized 100

Index Economic countries into four groups-

Forum a. Leading (strong current

base, high level of

readiness for future);

b. High Potential (limited

current base, high

potential forfuture);

c. Legacy (strong current

base, at risk

forfuture);

d. Nascent (limited current

base, low level of

readiness for future).

• India has been placed  in

the ‘Legacy‘ group along

with Hungary, Mexico,

Philippines, Russia,

Thailand and Turkey,

among others.
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Global Gender Gap World 108th in 2018 Takes four factors intoaccount-

index in Global Gender Economic 1. Economic participation

Gap Report Forum and opportunity –

Designed to measure (Leading four outcomes on salaries,

gender equality continue to participation levels and

be access toskills

Scandinavian; 2.Educational attainment -

Iceland ranks outcomes on access to

1st) basic and higher level

education

3.Political empowerment-

outcomes on representation

in decision - making

structures

4.Health and survival-

outcomes on life expectancy

and sex ratio. Here parity

is notassumed.

Human Capital World 158/195 (2018) • It measures countries’ ability

Index Economic to nurture, develop and  deploy

Forum talent for economic growth.

• It is based on 46 indicators

about how well countries

are developing and

deploying their human

capital, focusing on

education, skills and

Employment.

Network World 91st • It measures countries’ success

Readiness Economic in creating the necessary

Index Forum conditions for a transition

to adigitized economy and

society.

Global World 58/140 (2018) • India is also the second most

Competitiveness Economic Competitive country among

Index Forum BRICS nations (China on 28th).

Global Energy World 87/127; • Based on 18 indicators

Architecture Economic Improved from defined across the three

Performance Index Forum 90th position sides of the energy triangle-

1. Economic growth and

development,

2. Environment

sustainability,

3. Energy security and

access.



NOTES

25B, 2nd Floor, Pusa Road, Old Rajendra Nagar,
Metro Pillar Number 117 • Tel. : 011-49274400, 9205274743

112

Inclusive World 62/74 (2018) It has three pillars:

Development Economic 1. Growth and Development

Index (In The Inclusive Forum 2. Inclusion and Inter

Growth and generational Equity,

Development Report) 3. Sustainability

Travel and Tourism World 40/136; • It ranks countries across

Competitiveness Economic Improved 14 dimensions.

Index Forum 12 places • It measures set of factors

and policies that enable

sustainable development of

travel and tourism sector.

Global talent Developed by 80th • It is an annual study

competitiveindex INSEAD, ranking countries and

the Adecco major cities on their ability

Group and to, attract, develop and

TATA retaintalent.

Communic- • GTCI addresses the theme

ations of Diversity for Competitiveness

Creativity Asian

Productivity Development

Index Bank

World Press Reporters 138/180 (2018) • 2018 index reflects increasing

Freedom Without hostility towards journalists in

Index Borders democratic countries.

Corruption Perception Transparency 78/180 (2018) • It ranks countries and

Index International    territories by their perceived

levels of public sector

corruption.

CLIMATE CHANGE German Improved to • The index evaluates the

PERFORMANCE watch 11th from climate  protection

INDEX (CCPI) 14th last year performance of 56

countries and the EU that

are, together, responsible

for nearly 90 percent of

global greenhouse gas

emissions.

• The evaluation is done in

three major categories:

“GHG Emissions”,

“Renewable Energy” and

“Energy Use”.

ENVIRONMENTAL Jointly by Ranked

PERFORMANCE Yale 177 out of 180

INDEX University

and Columbia
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University in

collaboration

with the

World

Economic

Forum.

School Education Niti Aayog For states and • Will report annual

Quality Index (SEQI) UTs improvements of States on

keydomains of education

quality

• Vision of the index is to

shift the focus of States

from inputs toward

soutcomes

• SEQI is divided into two

categories:

1. Outcomesand

2. Governance Management.

• Three domains of

Outcomes (Learning,

Accessand Equity) and two

domains of Governance &

Management (Governance

ProcessesandStructural

Reforms).

National Index for Niti Aayog For States • Index is developed with

Performance of Health and UTs technical assistance from

Outcomes World Bank

• Life Expectancy at age 1

year (LE1),

• IMR andMMR as indicators

• Measurable health indicators

like infant mortality rate,

sex ratio at birth and

functional 24x7 public

health centres have beenused

Comprehensive Central Industrial • Based on three factors

Environmental Pollution Clusters are namely pollutant, pathway

Pollution Index Control rated not (pollutant concentration in

(CEPI)- Monitoring for Board states ecology), and receptor

Polluted Industrial (CPCB) (affected population)

Areas (PIAs)

City Liveability Ministry • 79 Indicators of assessment

Index of Urban based on four broad pillars:

Development 1. Physical Infrastructure,

2. Institutional,

3. Social

4. Economic
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OTHER IMPORTANT ORGANIZATIONS

NATIONAL

1. TELECOM REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF INDIA (TRAI)

• It is a statutory body under TRAI Act 1997.

• It is an independent regulator.

• It regulates telecom services, including fixation of tariffs for telecom services.

• It provides a fair and transparent policy that facilitates fair competition.

• TRAI Act establishes a Telecommunications Dispute Settlement and Appellate

Tribunal (TDSAT) as sole dispute resolution body in the communication sector.

• TDSAT can adjudicate upon dispute between central government and service provider,

between service providers or between service providers and a group of consumers.

2. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS (NCPCR)

• It is a statutory body under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR)

Act, 2005.

• NCPCR is under administrative control of the Ministry of Women & Child

Development.

• Its mandate is to ensure that all Laws, Policies, Programmes, and Administrative

Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child Rights perspective in the Constitution

of India and also the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

• Under CPCR Act, Child is defined as a person in 0-18 years age group.

3. CENTRAL ADOPTION RESOURCES AUTHORITY (CARA)

• CARA is an autonomous body of Ministry of Women & Child Development.

• It has been instituted under Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)

Act, 2015.

• It functions as the nodal body for adoption of Indian children.

• It is mandated to monitor and regulate both in-country and inter-country

adoptions.

4. THE NATIONAL ASSESSMENT AND ACCREDITATION COUNCIL (NAAC)

• It is an autonomous body funded by University Grants Commission in 1994.

• It is headquartered in Bangalore

• It undertakes periodic assessment and accreditation of institutions of higher

education and its units across the country.

• It grades institutes on an eight-grade ladder.

5. NATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL RANKING FRAMEWORK (NIRF)

• The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) was launched by the MHRD

in 2015.

• This framework outlines a methodology to rank institutions across the country.

• There are separate rankings for different types of institutions depending on their

areas of operation like universities and colleges, engineering institutions,

management institutions, pharmacy institutions and architecture institutions.



NOTES

25B, 2nd Floor, Pusa Road, Old Rajendra Nagar,
Metro Pillar Number 117 • Tel. : 011-49274400, 9205274743

115

Five Parameters are used in NIRF:

1. Teaching, Learning and Resources,

2. Research and Professional Practices

3. Graduation Outcomes

4. Outreach and Inclusivity and

5. Perception

Note: There is different weightage of these parameters and the weights are different for different

type of institutions.

6. AGRICULTURAL AND PROCESSED FOOD PRODUCTS EXPORT DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY (APEDA)

• It is a statutory body under the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export

Development Authority Act.

• APEDA is mandated with the responsibility of export promotion and development

of products like Fruits, Vegetables and their Products, Meat and Meat Products,

Poultry and Poultry Products, Dairy Products etc.

• It works under Ministry of Commerce & Industries.

7. NATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL PRICING AUTHORITY (NPPA)

• NPPA is a government regulatory agency under the Ministry of Chemicals and

Fertilizers,

• It controls the prices of pharmaceutical drugs in India.

• Its mandate is to implement and enforce the provisions of the Drugs Prices Control

Order (DPCO).

• It has power to recover amounts overcharged by manufacturers for the controlled

drugs from the consumers.

Bulk drug or Active pharmaceutical ingredients (API)

API are the active raw materials used in a drug that gives it the therapeutic effect.

India currently meets about 80 % of its demand of bulk drugs from Chinese imports.

Formulation means a medicine processed out of or containing one or more drugs with or

without use of any pharmaceutical aids.

Note - It shall not include any AYUSH medicine.

Generic version of a medicine means a formulation sold in pharmacopeial name or the name

of the active pharmaceutical ingredient contained in the formulation, without any brand name.

8. FINANCIAL STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL (FSDC)

• It was setup in 2010 to maintain financial stability and enhancing inter-regulatory

coordination.

• The Chairman of the FSDC is the Finance Minister of India and its members include:

1. The heads of the financial sector regulatory authorities (i.e, SEBI, IRDA, RBI,

PFRDA).

2. Finance Secretary and/or Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs.

3. Secretary, Department of Financial Services

4. Chief Economic Adviser
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9. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA

• GSI, headquartered at kolkata, is a government organization attached to the Ministry

of Mines for conducting geological surveys and studies in India.

• It is the  second oldest survey in India after Survey of India (founded in 1767), for

conducting geological surveys and studies of India, and also as the prime provider

of basic earth science information to government, industry and general public

10. COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH

• The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (IAST was established by the

Government of India in 1942 is an autonomous body that has emerged as the largest

research and development organisation in India.

• Although it is mainly funded by the Ministry of Science and Technology, it

operates as an autonomous body through the Societies Registration Act, 1860.

• The research and development activities of CSIR include aerospace engineering,

structural engineering, ocean sciences, life sciences, metallurgy, chemicals, mining,

food, petroleum, leather, and environmental science.

• Prime Minister of India and Minister for Science and Technology are the President

and Vice -President  of CSIR  respectively.

11. THE INDIA METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT (IMD)

• It is the principal agency of Government of India, responsible for meteorological

observations, weather forecasting and seismology.

• IMD is also one of the six Regional Specialised Meteorological Centres of the World

Meteorological Organization.

• It has the responsibility for forecasting, naming and distribution of warnings for

tropical cyclones in the Northern Indian Ocean region, including the Malacca

Straits, the Bay of Bengal, the Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf.

• It is headquartered in New Delhi,

• It is under the Ministry of Earth Sciences.

• Eight countries in the Northern Indian Ocean region - Bangladesh, India, Maldives,

Myanmar, Oman, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Thailand - have contributed a set of names

which are assigned sequentially whenever a cyclonic storm develops.

• Names of some storms that cause widespread damage and deaths are usually retired

and are not brought back or reused later, at least for 10 years.

12. MEDICAL  COUNCIL  OF  INDIA

• The Medical Council of India is a  regulatory body under Ministry of Health and

Family welfare (not MHRD)

• It is formed under Medical Council of India Act,1956.(Statutory body)

• Its main function includes.

• Recommendation for recognition/de-recognition of medical qualifications of medical

institutions of India or foreign countries.

• Maintenance of uniform standards of medical education, both undergraduate and

postgraduate.

• Permanent registration/provisional registration of doctors with recognized medical

qualifications.

Note: It doesn’t conduct AIPMT/NEET. CBSE conducts it.
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Dental education and profession is regulated by Dental Council of India, established

under the Dentist Act, 1948.

13. RAIL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

• It would be an independent Rail Regulator.

• Set up through an executive order. So, it’s non-statutory, non-constitutional body.

• It will only make recommendations to the Rail Ministry, which will take final decision.

• Bibek Debroy committee had recommended for it.

• The Authority will have a Chairman and three members with a fixed term of five

years.

• The Chairman and members of the Authority will be appointed by a Search and

Selection Committee headed by the Cabinet Secretary

Responsibilities:

• Recommending passenger fares,

• Setting performance standards for rail operations.

• Creating level playing policy for private sector participation.

• Frame principles for social service obligation.

• Resolve disputed related to future concession agreements.

• Collect, analyse and disseminate information and statistics concerning the rail sector.

INTERNATIONAL

1. World Trade Organisation (WTO) Boxes

• Subsidies in general are identified by "boxes" which are given the colours of traffic

lights: green (permitted), amber (slow down - i.e. need to be reduced), red (forbidden).

• The Agriculture Agreement has no red box,

Amber box

• Nearly all domestic support measures considered to distort production and trade

(with some exceptions) fall into the amber box,.

• Include measures to support prices, or subsidies directly related to production

quantities.

• are subject to limits:generally 5% of agricultural production for developed countries,

10% for developing countries

Blue Box

• Any support that would normally be in the amber box, is placed in the blue box if

the support also requires farmers to limit production

• At present there are no limits on spending on blue box subsidies.

Green box

• To qualify, green box subsidies must not distort trade.

• They have to be government-funded (not by charging consumers higher prices)

and must not involve price support.

• They are not targeted at particular products, and include direct income supports

for farmers that are not related to current production levels or prices.

• Also include environmental protection and regional development programmes.

• "Green box" subsidies are therefore allowed without limits
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Development Box

• Agriculture Agreement allows developing countries additional flexibilities in providing

domestic support.

• Include investment subsidies like agricultural input subsidies , domestic support to

producers to encourage diversification from growing illicit narcotic crops etc.

2. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SOLUTIONS NETWORK (SDSN).

• The UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) has been operating since

2012 under the auspices of the UN Secretary-General.

• SDSN mobilizes global scientific and technological expertise to promote practical solutions

for sustainable development, including the implementation of the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Climate Agreement.

• It works closely with United Nations agencies, multilateral financing institutions, the

private sector, and civil society

3. EUROPEAN ORGANISATION FOR NUCLEAR RESEARCH (CERN)

• CERN is a European research organization that operates the largest particle physics

laboratory in the world.

• It is based in Geneva on the French-Swiss border.

• It was founded in 1954.

• It has 22 member states and four associate member states.

• It is best known as operator of the Large Hadron Collider, which found the elusive

Higgs boson in 2012.

• India was inducted as an ‘Observer’ at CERN in 2004. India recently became an associate

member of the (CERN)

4. WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM (WEF)

•  It is a not-for-profit foundation

• It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.

• It is independent, impartial and not tied to any special interests.

• The Forum engages the foremost political, business and other leaders of society to

shape global, regional and industry agendas.

Note: It publishes various reports and indices that have been covered in Index and Reports

Section
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