






PREFACE

D
hyeya family has decided to bring a new 

colourful and vibrant version of 'Perfect 7' – a 

panacea for current affairs, which will add 
positive and dynamic energy in your 

preparation.
'Perfect7' is an outstanding compilation of current 

affairs topics as per the new pattern of Civil Services 

Examination (CSE). It presents weekly analysis of 
information and issues (national and international) in 
the form of Articles, News Analysis, Brain Boosters, PIB 
Highlights and Graphical Information, which helps to 
understand and retain the information comprehensively. 
Hence,'Perfect 7' will build in-depth understanding of 

various issues in different facets.
'Perfect7' is our genuine effort to provide correct, 

concise and concrete information, which helps students to 
crack the CSE. This magazine is the result of the efforts of 
the eminent scholars and the experts from different fields. 
'Perfect 7' is surely a force multiplier in your effort and 
plugs the loopholes in the preparation. 

We believe in environment of continuous 
improvement and learning. Your constructive suggestions 
and comments are always welcome, which could guide us 
in further revision of this magazine.

Omveer Singh Chaudhary

Editor
Dhyeya IAS

A
s a proud jewel of Dhyeya IAS, 'Perfect 7' now 

comes in a new coloured avatar. 'Perfect 7' is 

a quintessential part of your preparation 
strategy for Civil Services Examination. A 

regular and manageable dose of current affairs will now 
reach you in new format, making it more reader friendly. 
Our humble attempt to serve you is surely rewarded by 
your appreciations. It encourages us to innovate and 
provide the best as per our ability. 

A dedicated team of experts at Dhyeya IAS toils night 
and day to make your dream of Civil Services come true. I 
heartily thank and express my gratitude to the esteemed 
readers and all the people involved in making this 
magazine a shining star in the galaxy of Dhyeya IAS.

Rajat Jhingan

Editor
Dhyeya IAS
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Changes in Labour Laws: Impact on Workers and Economy01

Why in News?

 ¡ As the economy struggles with the 

lockdown and thousands of firms 
and workers stare at an uncertain 

future, some state governments 

have decided to make significant 
changes in the application of 
labour laws. The most significant 
changes were announced by three 

states — UP, MP and Gujarat — but 

several other states like Rajasthan, 

Odisha and Punjab, too made some 

changes, although smaller in scope. 

 ¡ UP, the most populous state, 

has made the boldest changes 

as it summarily suspended the 

application of almost all labour 
laws in the state for the next three 

years.

 ¡ Among key rights worker would 

lose include right to form unions, 

right to raise an industrial dispute, 

right to have grievance redressal 

machinery, among others.

Introduction
 ¡ As the economy struggles with 

the lockdown and thousands of 

firms and workers stare at an 
uncertain future, some state 

governments last week decided 

to make significant changes in the 

application of labour laws.

 ¡ On the face of it, these changes are 

being brought about to incentivise 
economic activity in the respective 
states. Keeping aside the questions 
of law — labour falls in the 

Concurrent List and there are many 

laws enacted by the Centre that a 

state cannot just brush aside.

 ¡ The key question is:  Are these the 

long-pending reforms of the labour 

market that economists used to 

talk about, or is the suspension 

of labour laws an ill-timed and 
retrograde step that critics have 
made it out to be?

What are Indian Labour Laws?

 ¡ Estimates vary but there are over 

200 state laws and close to 50 

central laws. And yet there is no 

set definition of “labour laws” in 

the country. Broadly speaking, they 

can be divided into four categories 

namely, conditions of work, wages 

and remuneration, social security 

and employment security & 

industrial relations.

 ¡ Further, based on categories some 

important laws are given below:

Conditions of Work

 ¡ Factories Act, 1948

 ¡ The Contract Labour (Regulation 

& Abolition) Act, 1970

 ¡ Shops and Commercial 

Establishment Act

IMPORTANT ISSUES7
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Wages and Remuneration

 ¡ The Minimum Wages Act, 

1948

 ¡ Payment of Wages Act, 1936

Social Security

 ¡ Employees’ Provident Fund 

Act, 1952

 ¡ Workmen’s Compensation 

Act, 1923

 ¡ Employees State Insurance 

Act, 1948

 Employment Security & Industry 

Relations

 ¡ The Industrial Disputes Act, 

1947

 ¡ Industrial Establishments 

(Standing Orders) Act, 1946

 ¡ The main objectives of the 

Factories Act, for instance, are 

to ensure safety measures on 

factory premises, and promote 

health and welfare of workers. 

 ¡ The Shops and Commercial 

Establishments Act, on the other 

hand, aims to regulate hours 

of work, payment, overtime, 

weekly day off with pay, other 

holidays with pay, annual leave, 

employment of children and 

young persons, and employment 

of women.

 ¡ The Minimum Wages Act covers 

more workers than any other 

labour legislation. 

 ¡ The most contentious labour 

law, however, is the Industrial 

Disputes Act, 1947 as it relates 

to terms of service such as layoff, 

retrenchment, and closure of 

industrial enterprises and strikes 

and lockouts.

Critical Analysis of Labour Laws 

 ¡ Indian labour laws are often 

characterised as “inflexible”. In 

other words, it has been argued 

that thanks to the onerous legal 

requirements, firms (those 

employing more than 100 

workers) dither from hiring new 

workers because firing them 

requires government approvals. 

 ¡ Even the organized sector is 

increasingly employing workers 

without formal contracts. This, 

in turn, the argument goes has 

constrained the growth of firms 

on the one hand and provided a 

raw deal to workers on the other.

 ¡ Others expertshave also pointed 

out that there are too many laws, 

often unnecessarily complicated, 

and not effectively implemented. 

This has laid the foundation for 

corruption and rent-seeking.

 ¡ Essentially, if India had fewer 

and easier-to-follow labour 

laws, firms would be able to 

expand and contract depending 

on the market conditions, and 

the resulting formalisation — at 

present 90% of India’s workers 

are part of the informal economy 

— would help workers as they 

would get better salaries and 

social security benefits

ILO and Changes in Labour Laws

 ¡ The International Labour 

Organisation (ILO) can impose 

sanctions on India as it is a 

specialised agency of the United 

Nations. So far, Myanmar has 

been the only country on which 

sanctions have been imposed by 

the ILO in its history of over 100 

years.

Proposed Changes

 ¡ UP has summarily suspended 

almost all labour laws including 

the Minimum Wages Act.

Experts are characterisingthis 

as “creating an enabling 

environment for exploitation”. 

That’s because far from being a 

reform, which essentially means 

an improvement from the status 

quo, the removal of all labour 

laws will not only strip the labour 

of its basic rights but also drive 

down wages. For instance, what 

stops a firm from firing all existing 

employees and hiring them again 

at lower wages.

 ¡ In that sense, from the perspective 

of the workers, the government 

has completely turned its stand 

from asking firms not to fire 

workers and pay full salaries at the 

start of the lockdown, to stripping 

workers of their bargaining power 

now.

Impact on Wages

 ¡ For one, even before the Covid-19 

crisis, wage growth had been 

moderating. Moreover, there 

was always a wide gap between 

formal and informal wage rates. 

For example, a woman working 

as a casual labourer in rural India 

earns just 20% of what a man 

earns in an urban formal setting.

 ¡ If all labour laws are removed, 

most employment will effectively 

turn informal and bring down the 

wage rate sharply. And there is no 
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way for any worker to even seek 

grievance redressal.

Impact on Employment and 

Economic Growth

 ¡ Theoretically, it is possible to 

generate more employment 

in a market with fewer labour 

regulations. However, as the 

experience of states that have 

relaxed labour laws in the past 

suggests, dismantling worker 

protection laws have failed 

to attract investments and 

increase employment, while not 

causing any increase in worker 

exploitation or deterioration of 

working conditions.

Way Forward

 ¡ Instead of creating exploitative 

conditions for the workers, the 

government should have — as 

most governments have done 

across the world — partnered 

with the industry and allocated 

3% or 5% of the GDP towards 

sharing the wage burden and 

ensuring the health of the 

labourers “because if Covid hits 

them, the whole country would 

be sunk”.Moreover, beyond 

labour regulations, firms faces 

a lot of other hurdles like the 

shortage of skilled labour and the 

weak enforcement of contracts 

etc.

 ¡ Perhaps our policymakers 

should get greater clarity on the 

flexibility or the lack of it in Indian 

labour laws — after all, this is the 

fundamental premise on which 

the labourers of the some of the 

most populous states are being 

subjected to work under norms 

that were considered exploitative 

even when we were ruled by the 

British.

Suspending Central Laws

 ¡ Article 213 (1) of the Constitution 

have the following provisions:

 ¡ A Bill containing the same 

provisions would under this 

Constitution have required 

the previous sanction of the 

President for the introduction 

thereof into the Legislature; or 

 ¡ He would have deemed it 

necessary to reserve a Bill 

containing the same provisions 

for the consideration of the 

President; or

 ¡ An Act of the Legislature of 

the State containing the same 

provisions would under this 

Constitution have been invalid 

unless, having been reserved 

for the consideration of the 

President, it had received the 

assent of the President.”

 ¡ An ordinance is passed when the 

state government considers the 

matter so urgent that it cannot 

wait for the state Assembly 

to meet in normal course. An 

ordinance has the same effect as 

a law passed in the legislature. 

However, all ordinances have to 

be placed before the Assembly 

within six months for its 

consideration.

 ¡ According to Article 254 (2), any 

Bill relating to a subject in the 

concurrent list, which may be 

repugnant to a Union law, needs 

the approval of the President for 

its enforcement. This means that 

it has to be cleared by the Centre, 

which would advise the President 

to give his assent. This applies 

to an ordinance as well due to 

Article 213 (1).   

General Studies  Paper- II

Topic: Government policies 

and interventions for 
development in various 

sectors and issues arising 

out of their design and 
implementation.

Q: Recently, number of state governments made key changes in the application of labour laws. What are 
the labour laws in the country, and how can such changes impact firms, their workers, and the economy?

General Studies  Paper- II

Topic: Welfare schemes for 

vulnerable sections of the 
population by the Centre and 
States and the performance of 

these schemes; mechanisms, 

laws, institutions and Bodies 
constituted for the protection 
and betterment of these 
vulnerable sections.
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Why in News?

 ¡ In April, the United Nations 

Secretariat held a meeting of 

what it calls the “6+2+1” group 

on regional efforts to support 

peace in Afghanistan, a group that 

includes six neighboring countries: 

China, Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan; two 

global players the United States 

(US) and Russia, and Afghanistan 

itself.

 ¡ India was conspicuous by its 

absence from the meeting on April 

16, given its historical and strategic 

ties with Afghanistan, but not for 

the first time.

Background

 ¡ In January 2010, India was invited 

to attend the “London Conference” 

on Afghanistan, but left out of the 

room during a crucial meeting that 

decided on opening talks with the 

Taliban.

 ¡ After the 2010 conference, 

New Delhi redoubled its efforts 

with Kabul, and in 2011, Prime 

Minister Manmohan Singh and 

Afghanistan President Karzai 

signed the historic Strategic 

Partnership Agreement, which 

was Afghanistan’s first such 

agreement with any country.

New Delhi’s Stand

 ¡ In 2020, the reason given for 

keeping India out of regional 

discussions on Afghanistan 

was ostensibly that it holds no 

“boundary” with Afghanistan; but 

in fact it is because New Delhi has 

never announced its support for 

the US-Taliban peace process.

 ¡ As planners in South Block now 

consider their next steps in 

Afghanistan, they must fight back 

against the idea that any lasting 

solution in Afghanistan can be 

discussed without India in the 

room, while also studying the 

reasons for such exclusions. 

 ¡ To begin with, India’s resistance to 

publicly talking to the Taliban has 

made it an awkward interlocutor 

at any table. Its position that only 

an Afghan-led, Afghan-owned, and 

Afghan-controlled process can be 

allowed is a principled one, but 

has no takers. Kabul, or the Ashraf 

Ghani government does not lead, 

own or control the reconciliation 

process today, comprising the 

US-Taliban negotiation for an 

American troops withdrawal, 

and intra-Afghan talks on power 

sharing. 

 ¡ The US-Taliban peace deal means 

that the Taliban, which has not let 

up on violent attacks on the Afghan 

Army, will become more potent as 

the US withdraws soldiers from the 

country, and will hold more sway 

in the inter-Afghan process as well, 

as the US withdraws funding for 

the government in Kabul.

 ¡ New Delhi’s decision to put all its 

eggs in the Ghani basket has had 

a two-fold effect: its voice in the 

reconciliation process has been 

limited, and it has weakened 

India’s position with other leaders 

of the deeply divided democratic 

setup in Kabul such as the former 

chief executive Abdullah Abdullah. 

Meanwhile, India’s presence 

inside Afghanistan, which has 

been painstakingly built up since 

2001, is being threatened anew by 

terror groups such as the Islamic 

State Khorasan Province (ISKP), 

believed to be backed by Pakistan’s 

establishment. Intercepts showed 

that the brutal attack, in March, 

that killed 25 at a gurudwara in 

Kabul was meant for the embassy 

in Kabul, and intelligence agencies 

had warned of suicide car bomb 

threats to the consulates in 

Jalalabad and Herat last December.

Afghan Peace Process and India’s Stand02

US-Taliban Peace Deal

 ¾ In February, 2020, the US signed a historic deal with Taliban insurgents could pave the way 

toward a full withdrawal of foreign soldiers from Afghanistan over the next 14 months and 

represent a step toward ending the 18-year-war there.

 ¾ While the agreement paves the way for the US to gradually pull out of its longest war, many 

expect that talks to come between the multiple Afghan sides will be far more complicated.

 ¾ But, violence in Afghanistan began to spike almost 

immediately after the peace deal. The deal called for a 

halt to offensive operations by the United States and the 

Taliban against each other.
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India’s Goodwill in Afghanistan

 ¡ The government must also 

consider the damage done to the 

vast reservoir of goodwill India 

enjoys in Afghanistan because 

of recent events in the country, 

especially the controversy over 

the Citizenship (Amendment) Act. 

 ¡ The building blocks of that 

goodwill are India’s assistance 

in infrastructure projects, health 

care, education, trade and food 

security, and also in the liberal 

access to Afghans to study, train 

and work in India. These projects 

have cemented that position 

in Afghan hearts nationwide, 

regardless of Pakistan’s attempts 

to undermine that position, 

particularly in the South. As a 

result, it would be a mistake, at 

this point, to tie all India’s support 

in only to Kabul or the Ghani 

government; the government 

must strive to endure that its aid 

and assistance is broad-based, 

particularly during the novel 

coronavirus pandemic to centres 

outside the capital, even if some 

lie in areas held by the Taliban.

 ¡ Above all, it is India’s example as 

a pluralistic, inclusive democracy 

that inspires many. Afghanistan’s 

majority-Muslim citizens, many 

of whom have treated India as 

a second home, have felt cut 

out of the move to offer fast 

track citizenship to only Afghan 

minorities, as much as they have 

by reports of anti-Muslim rhetoric 

and incidents of violence in India.

Way Forward

 ¡ An understanding between 

Iran and the US on Afghanistan 

is necessary for lasting peace 

as well, and India could play a 

mediatory part, as it did in order 

for the Chabahar project.

 ¡ India should use the United 

Nations’s call for a pause in 

conflicts during the novel 

coronavirus pandemic, to ensure 

a hold on hostilities with Pakistan. 

 ¡ This will be even more difficult 

than it sounds, given the abyss 

that bilateral relations have 

fallen into in the past year over 

Kashmir and the rise in firepower 

exchanged at the Line of Control.

 ¡ Above all, the government must 

consider the appointment of a 

special envoy, as it has been done 

in the past, to deal with its efforts 

in Afghanistan, which need both 

diplomatic agility and a firmness 

of purpose at a watershed 

moment in that country’s history.

 ¡ India must also pursue 

opportunities to fulfil its role in 

the peace efforts in Afghanistan, 

starting with efforts to bridge 

the Ghani-Abdullah divide, and 

bringing together other major 

leaders with whom India has built 

ties for decades. It would be an 

utter tragedy if the Taliban were 

to enter the government in Kabul 

as the US deal envisages, to find 

the opposing front collapse as it 

did in 1996.  

General Studies Paper- II

Topic: India and its 

neighborhood- relations.

Q. “Though sidelined from regional discussions on Afghanistan, India must still pursue the ample chances 
in seeking peace.” Elaborate.
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Why in News?

 ¡ The Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty (NPT) came into force on 

5 March 1970 and completed 50 

years this year. The treaty has 

been historically described as the 

“turning point in the global march 

towards disarmament.”

 ¡ This article describes the 

multilateral process that resulted 

in the adoption 50 years ago of 

the nuclear Non-proliferation 

Treaty (NPT) and the treaty’s 

gradual acceptance by the 

overwhelming majority of the 

international community despite 

the permanence of divergences 

about its objectives and concerns 

about its credibility.

Background

 ¡ The Treaty establishes a safeguards 

system under the responsibility of 

the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA), which also plays 

a central role under the Treaty in 

areas of technology transfer for 

peaceful purposes.

 ¡ The Treaty represents the 

only binding commitment in a 

multilateral treaty to the goal 

of disarmament by the nuclear-

weapon States.

 ¡ The objective of the NPT has been 

to “prevent the spread of nuclear 

weapons and weapons technology, 

to promote cooperation in the 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy 

and to further the goal of achieving 

nuclear disarmament and general 

and complete disarmament.” 

 ¡ The NPT has 190 signatories, 

including five nuclear weapons 

states, and was extended 

indefinitely in 1995. With the NPT 

completing 50 years, it is important 

to re-evaluate and articulate the 

future of the treaty and the global 

nuclear non-proliferation and 

disarmament.

 ¡ Four UN member states have never 

accepted the NPT, three of which 

possess or are thought to possess 

nuclear weapons: India, Israel, and 

Pakistan. In addition, South Sudan, 

founded in 2011, has not joined.

 ¡ The provisions of the Treaty, 

particularly article VIII, paragraph 3, 

envisage a review of the operation 

of the Treaty every five years, a 

provision which was reaffirmed by 

the States parties at the 1995 NPT 

Review and Extension Conference.

 ¡ The 2015 Review Conference of the 

Parties to the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, 

ended without the adoption of a 

consensus substantive outcome. 

 ¡ After a successful 2010 Review 

Conference at which States 

parties agreed to a final document 

which included conclusions 

and recommendations for 

follow-on actions, including the 

implementation of the 1995 

Resolution on the Middle East, 

the 2015 outcome constitutes 

a setback for the strengthened 

review process instituted to ensure 

accountability with respect to 

activities under the three pillars of 

the Treaty as part of the package in 

support of the indefinite extension 

of the Treaty in 1995.

Challenges and Prospects

 ¡ The Treaty on the Non-proliferation 

of Nuclear Weapons faces many 

challenges. Largely due to the 

perennial tension between nuclear 

weapon states and non-nuclear 

weapons states, the Treaty has 

been under severe strain for some 

time.

 ¡ The two most daunting challenges 

facing the NPT are disarmament 

50 Years of Non-Proliferation Treaty: An Assessment03
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and non-proliferation. Although 
nuclear weapons numbers have 

fallen sharply since the peak of Cold 

War numbers in the mid-1980s, 

many non-nuclear weapon states 

argue that disarmament is not 

occurring fast enough. This tension 

will undoubtedly have a significant 
impact on non-proliferation efforts.

 ¡ Other challenges facing the NPT 

can be observed as an outgrowth 

of the Treaty’s age, as well as 

ambiguity within some of the 

Treaty’s provisions. The crafters of 
the NPT could not have predicted 

current global trends and as such 

were not able to draft a Treaty that 
could evolve with the times. Current 
interpretations of the Treaty have 
led to considerable challenges in 

NPT implementation.

 ¡ The 2020 review conference will 

take place in a particularly uncertain 
international environment due to 
two recent major developments: 

the US abandonment of the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action with 
Iran and the possibility of advancing 

toward the denuclearization of the 
Korean peninsula as a result of the 

meeting between the US President 
Donald Trump and North Korean 

leader Kim Jong Un. 

 ¡ Also relevant for the outcome of 

the 2020 conference is the strong 

sentiment of frustration among 
several Middle Eastern states with 

the difficulties surrounding the 
proposed establishment of a zone 

free of weapons of mass destruction 
in that part of the world.

Obstacles to Progress

 ¡ In one way or another, all existing 
instruments in the arms control 

field deal with non-proliferation 
by prohibiting nuclear weapons 

only where they do not exist (outer 

space, the Antarctic, the seabed, 
nuclear-weapon-free zones). 

 ¡ Yet, none of the instruments in force 

so far establishes legally binding, 

time-bound, and effectively 
verifiable provisions aimed at the 
elimination of nuclear arsenals. This 
is considered by many parties the 
main flaw of the existing regime.

Outlook

 ¡ As the arms race continues, it is 
imperative to find a solution to 
this conundrum. The 2020 review 

conference is the proper forum 

to start work on reducing those 

differences and enlarging the areas 
of coincidence. 

 ¡ The practice of merely recording 
divergent views should be 

discontinued. The third session of 
the preparatory committee on April 
29–May 10, 2019, must recognize 

the achievement of nuclear 

disarmament as the common 

objective and recommend that the 
review conference adopt a clear 

commitment by all parties to that 
end. Such a commitment would 

provide the basis for further action.

Conclusion

 ¡ The Treaty is regarded as the 

cornerstone of the global nuclear 

non-proliferation regime and an 
essential foundation for the pursuit 
of nuclear disarmament. 

 ¡ Desiring to further the easing 

of international tension and the 
strengthening of trust between 

States in order to facilitate the 

cessation of the manufacture of 
nuclear weapons, the liquidation of 

all their existing stockpiles, and the 
elimination from national arsenals 
of nuclear weapons and the means 

of their delivery pursuant to a 

Treaty on general and complete 

disarmament under strict and 

effective international control.

 ¡ In accordance with the Charter of the 

United Nations, States must refrain 
in their international relations from 
the threat or use of force against 

the territorial integrity or political 
independence of any State, or in 

any other manner inconsistent with 

the Purposes of the United Nations, 
and that the establishment and 

maintenance of international peace 
and security are to be promoted with 

the least diversion for armaments 

of the world's human and economic 

resources.

 ¡ Further, it is important to assess 

and evaluate the effectiveness 
of established systems and make 

necessary changes to improve 

the overall effectiveness of such 
mechanisms to succeed. The 

need to articulate the possibility 
of a future with complete and 

total disarmament requires a 

complete reassessment of how the 

international community and key 
actors approach the persisting NPT-
specific challenges. 

 ¡ The success of the NPT in the 

future rests upon a number of 

considerations including a neutral 
and indiscriminate mechanism and 

a systemic shift, making acquisition 
of nuclear weapons unattractive to 
all state actors.   

General Studies  Paper- II

Topic: Bilateral, regional 

and global groupings and 

agreements involving India and/

or affecting India's interests.

Q.“The success of the NPT in the future rests upon a number of considerations including a neutral and 
indiscriminate mechanism and a systemic shift, making acquisition of nuclear weapons unattractive to 
all state actors.” Discuss.
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Global Changes during Coronavirus and India’s Role04

Why in News?

 ¡ Coronavirus pandemic has caused 

global changes and world has seen 

major shifts in the political order. 

 ¡ India has been at the center-stage 

of many post-covid projections. 

The world might soon realise the 

immense need to include India in 

the United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC) club, and COVID-19 will 

likely act as the catalyst for a UNSC 

permanent seat.

Global Current Scenario

 ¡ The UN has predicted that for the 

upcoming financial year, except 

for China and India, every major 

country in the world is likely to 

face recession. From the past 

year to this year, the world saw 

178 new billionaires, 80 of which 

were from China. The top 100 

billionaires in the world saw six 

new Chinese entering the list. 

Most of them had bought shares 

in companies producing goods and 

services which are now in prime 

demand due to the lockdown 

worldwide, for example, Zoom, the 

digital meeting app, or companies 

making certain medicines, masks 

or ventilators. And while the world 

is grappling with this pandemic, 

Hubei province — where Wuhan 

city is located — has already lifted 

its trade restrictions. In fact, since 

the start of the pandemic, from 

January 31 to March 31 this year, 

the top 100 billionaires of the 

world lost over $400 billion of their 

wealth. Strangely enough, only 

nine of those 100 were richer at 

the end of March then they were 

in January. And they all happen to 

be Chinese.

 ¡ The Asian Development Bank 

has predicted that the economic 

damage to world GDP would 

be close to $4.3 trillion. In the 

US, millions have already filed 

unemployment claims. In Africa, 31 

out of the continents’ 54 countries 

have already imposed a full border 

closure and an estimated 50 per 

cent of the jobs in the continent 

are at risk. In Spain, close to a 

million people have also filed 

unemployment claims in just a 

month.

Post COVID-19 World Order

 ¡ India, one of the founding 

members of the UN, has been 

claiming a permanent seat at the 

UNSC for a long time. Out of the 

five permanent members of the 

UNSC, four have been in support 

of India getting a permanent seat. 

China has been the only nation 
blocking India’s entry by using its 

veto power.

 ¡ The traditional superpowers are 
outraged at China’s supposed 

involvement in the origin and the 

spread of COVID-19. And tensions 
flared up further after China 
apparently demanded that France 

give 5G contracts to Huawei to 

procure COVID-19 testing kits.

 ¡ India would be the perfect counter 

to curb Chinese influence and 
power in the region. A UNSC reform 

is long overdue, but countries like 

Germany, Brazil and South Africa 

are not viable options at present. 
And China would never agree to 

the seat going to Japan.

 ¡ The Indian government’s efforts 
to lead the G20 as well as South 

Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) countries in 
tackling the pandemic reflect its 
willingness to be the leader at this 

crucial time. India’s leadership has 
not only been praised by smaller 

neighbouring nations, but also by 
Australia.
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 ¡ Global supply chains will be re-

wired. With worldwide lockdowns 

hitting sectors such as electronics 

and auto hardest, newer supply 

chains are being forged in other 

parts of the globe, beyond China.

 ¡ Shifting manufacturing out of 

China, particularly for low value-

add industries, what with labour 

becoming costlier and trade 

tensions with the US escalating.

 ¡ In the new order, some firms may 

contemplate moving on-shore 

and automating to cut labour 

costs. Others might consider 

staying in the Asian region, which 

provides benefits of low cost 

labour, favourable agreements 

with trade partners, better access 

to resources or raw materials, 

and proximity to consumers.

 ¡ Attracting investments in 

manufacturing could be one 

of the pillars on which India’s 

recovery from fiscal 2022 could 

be scripted. But this is not an 

opportunity without competition. 

Peers like Vietnam, Indonesia, 

Bangladesh, and Philippines are 

already there, perhaps doing 

better than India.

 ¡ A consumption-driven economy 

with a large domestic market, 

relatively faster growth, young 

demographics, abundant labour 

supply at reasonable cost, and 

proximity to rest of Asia but it 

needs much more than that to 

become a serious investment 

destination.

What India should do?

 ¡ Land and labour markets, 

availability of physical 

infrastructure (power, water, 

roads, logistics and transport), 

and ease of doing business in 

particular, policy certainty on 

regulation, taxation, license 

acquisition and clearances – need 

a big jolt. Investing in human 

capital is another crucial area.

 ¡ Reforms such as amending 

existing laws to provide greater 

flexibility in acquiring land and 

hiring of workers to enable large-

scale production bases, and a 

predictable tax regime favourable 

to attract big-ticket investments – 

are prerequisites to revive it. That 

will also set off a desirable cycle 

of higher domestic and foreign 

investments, and employment 

generation over time.

 ¡ States have a substantial hand 

in providing land for setting 

up facilities, access to power, 

roads, water, and other physical 

infrastructure. And that is about to 

grow even bigger post pandemic. 

Reports suggest states have 

been engaging with prospective 

countries offering incentives to 

move manufacturing bases to 

India. Yet, this is happening in 

pockets. What the country needs 

is a bigger, more focused push. 

Amid all this, policy certainty and 

showcasing a more pragmatic 

vision for India will be crucial to 

attract foreign investment.

 ¡ Investing in infrastructure 

workers – be it construction, 

health, or education – and not 

only infrastructure, must be 

prioritised. Success stories of 

China and the ‘east Asian tigers’ 

have shown how upskilling 

workforce helped them move up 

the manufacturing value chain, 

progressively improving their 

income prospects.

Way Forward

 ¡ China has already proposed 

India as a temporary member 

of the UNSC seat for two years, 

starting in 2021. But, there is a 

high chance that by the time the 

world recovers from COVID-19, 
the picture is entirely different. 

China will surely be in a tough 

situation as questions will 

continue to mount regarding its 

role in the pandemic. Often in 

the past, China has used its veto 

power to block many World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) resolutions 
to benefit itself. If India is also 

given the same access, it could be 

a game-changer in terms of the 

shift in balance of power in world 

politics.                      

Q. Question: Coronavirus has not just jolted the global economies and healthcare systems but has shaken 
the world order and has brought India to a center-stage. Comment.

General Studies Paper- II

Topic: Bilateral, regional 

and global groupings and 

agreements involving India 

and/or affecting India's 

interests.

Topic: Effect of policies and 

politics of developed and 

developing countries on India's 

interests, Indian diaspora.
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A Pandemic Patent Pool: Need of the Hour05

Why in News?

 ¡ This year the World Intellectual 

Property Day wascelebrated 

on April 26. It provided us an 

opportunity to reflect upon the role 
of intellectual property (IP) in the 
ongoing health crisis and dedicate 

IP to finding a solution.

 ¡ The purpose of creating and 
recognising patent rights is for 

the common public good, i.e., 

innovation should be made public 
in exchange for a limited monopoly. 

Thus, patents need to be disclosed 

to the public in order to enable 

further research.

Introduction
 ¡ For human life to become normal 

again, vaccines or medicines are 

the only permanent solutions. 
However, even by conservative 
estimates, it will take at least 6-10 
months for any vaccine/drug to be 

available. 

 ¡ Even when approval for marketing 
of a vaccine/drug is granted, it will 

be impossible for it to be made 

instantly available across the world. 

This is because even after approval 
for commercial production is 
granted in a country, in order for 

the product to be available to the 

rest of the world, approvals will be 

required in each and every country. 

 ¡ Then countries will have to gear 

up for instant manufacturing and 

marketing of the drug. For this to 
happen, continuous dialogue has 
to take place among innovators, 

manufacturers and supply chains. 

This requires massive efforts by 
private players, governments and 

international organisations.

COVID-19 and Patents

 ¡ With the outbreak of COVID-19, 
there are several innovations. 
All these innovations may be 
the subject matter of patent 
applications around the world. It 
will be a few years before patents 

are even granted. However, friction 
already exists among various 

stakeholders. For instance, one 

country made attempts to obtain 
exclusive rights to a vaccine being 

developed. On the other hand, 

there are also collaborations 
taking place. However, the spirit of 

collaborative solutions is only on 
the anvil.

Why Patent Pool?

 ¡ Creation of a pool and immediate 
licensing will ensure that there are 

hundreds of manufacturers across 

the world. As a result, vaccines and 

medicines will be quickly available. 

 ¡ Some part of the royalties could 
then be disbursed to patent 

owners on a periodic basis and 

some part could be retained to 

fund further research to deal with 

such pandemics in future.

Creating a Patent Pool

 ¡ One method by which aggregation 
and dissemination of innovative 
products can be ensured is by 

creating a patent pool. 

 ¡ Patent pools are usually effective 
in aggregating, administering and 
licensing patents related to specific 
areas of technology. 

 ¡ Such pools are usually managed by 

a central agency and the patents 

which become part of the pool are 

readily made available for licensing. 

 ¡ Some pools even publish the royalty 

rates payable for such licences. 

 ¡ Anyone who wishes to obtain a 

licence will be able to approach 

the pool, agree to the terms, and 

begin to manufacture and sell the 

products. 

 ¡ Such pools are prevalent in, for 

instance, standard essential 
patents related to telecom and 

digital innovations.

 ¡ Such a pool needs the cooperation 
of not just countries and 

international organisations but 
also the hundreds of researchers, 

innovators, companies and 

universities involved.
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TRIPS

 ¾ The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects 

of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) is an 

international legal agreement between all 

the member nations of the World Trade 

Organization (WTO). 

 ¾ It sets down minimum standards for the 

regulation by national governments of 

many forms of intellectual property (IP) 

as applied to nationals of other WTO 

member nations.

 ¾ The TRIPS agreement introduced 

intellectual property law into the 

multilateral trading system for the 

first time and remains the most 

comprehensive multilateral agreement 

on intellectual property to date.

 ¾ The Doha Declaration on the TRIPS 

Agreement and Public 

Health was adopted 

by the WTO Ministerial 

Conference of 2001 in Doha 

on November 14, 2001. 

It reaffirmed flexibility 

of TRIPS member states 

in circumventing patent 

rights for better access to 

essential medicines.

Need of the Hour
 ¡ Pandemics need disruptive 

solutions. Governments and 
international organisations need to 
arrive at a consensus in advance to 

ensure that the system is ready. 

 ¡ Procrastination would be 
disastrous. Creating hindrances 
through exclusivity claims, in the 

wake of a pandemic, will result in 

dividing countries, corporations 
and international organisations.

 ¡ This will not benefit patients and 
the world as a whole. If patent 

owners create impediments on the 

strength of patent rights, the world 

will start despising patents and that 

is not a situation IP owners ought 
to be in. 

 ¡ Under the Trade-Related Aspects of 

Intellectual Property Rights(TRIPS) 
regime, there are several tools 

such as compulsory licensing that 

are available to ensure access to 

medicines. 

 ¡ Pooling of patent resources is also 

in line with the Doha Declaration on 
Public Health which is a part of the 

TRIPS agreement. This declaration 
recognises the need for taking 

measures to ‘protect public health’ 

and ‘promote access to medicines’.

 ¡ Also society needs to respect 

innovation. To protect the sanctity 
and integrity of patent systems, 

and in order to ensure that an 

anti-IP sentiment is not generated 
globally, answers need to be found 

within the existing regime. 

 ¡ In exceptional circumstances such 
as these, there is a likelihood that 

societies may resort to extreme 
steps to protect themselves. Before 

such ideas are floated, solutions 
should be created.

 ¡ Concerns relating to patents and 
profits to be earned therefrom 
should be put aside. 

 ¡ The world has to come out of this 

crisis quickly and patents ought to 

accelerate rather than impede the 

path. 

 ¡ Combating the crisis and earning 
collectively is the need of the hour.

Way Forward

 ¡ At the moment, individual efforts 
are being made by research 

organisations to create their own 
pools. A more fruitful endeavour 

would be to create a global pool 

of COVID-19-related innovations, 
or innovations related to rare 
pandemics, in respect of vaccines 

and medicines. This could be 

managed by a trustworthy 

international organisation. 

 ¡ All countries ought to have the right 

to implement these innovations 
without further permission from 

the patent-holders and without 

resorting to provisions such 
as compulsory licensing, state 

acquisition, etc. Even if royalties 
are at a minimal level, the revenues 

would still be in billions of dollars 
owing to the large swathes of 

the population affected by the 
pandemic, who will need to be 

administered these products.

 ¡ Public-private partnerships (PPP) 
need to be scaled up. Creation of 
the ‘PPP-pandemic patent pool’ at a 

global level, to pool all innovations, 
is the way forward.    

General Studies Paper- III

Topic: Indian Economy and 

issues relating to planning, 

mobilization of resources, 

growth, development and 

employment.

Topic: Awareness in the fields 

of IT, Space, Computers, 

robotics, nano-technology, bio-

technology and issues relating 

to intellectual property rights.

Q. Critically analyse the role of intellectual property (IP) in the ongoing health crisis (COVID-19) and 
dedicate IP to finding a solution.
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Environment and Climate in the Aftermath of COVID-1906

Why in News?

 ¡ As lockdown exit strategies turn 

their attention to saving livelihoods, 
there is pressure on governments 

to lower environmental standards, 

suspend environmental monitoring 

requirements and reduce 

environmental enforcement, in 

the belief that this is necessary to 

salvage economic growth. 

 ¡ Yet, it would be a mistake to 

assume that there is a trade-off 
between saving livelihoods and 

protecting the environment. The 
crisis of COVID-19 has highlighted 
that improving the quality of air 

in our country is not a matter of 
choice but an emergency.

Introduction
 ¡ The pandemic is an urgent call 

to action on the environment — 
air pollution in particular — on 
a war footing. In the past, air 
pollution wasnever treatedas a 
national emergency, failing to 
coordinate between the Centre 

and state governments. The COVID 
pandemic has been declared a 

national disaster in India, under the 
National Disaster Management Act, 
2005. This legislation mandates the 
disaster authorities at the national, 
state and district levels under the 

Act, as well as the Central and state 

governments, coordinate among 

themselves and take measures for 

the prevention and mitigation of 
the pandemic. Air pollution creates 
medical conditions that gravely 
increase the risk of fatalities from 
COVID-19.

 ¡ The global pandemic highlights 

the vital importance of a safe, 

clean, healthy and sustainable 

environment.

 ¡ Preventing and mitigating the risks 
of COVID-19, therefore, means 
the mandate for the disaster 

authorities is also to tackle air and 
other forms of pollution head-on.

Pandemic and Its Relation to 
Environment 

 ¡ People living in areas that have 

experienced higher levels of air 

pollution face increased risk of 
premature death from COVID-19. 
Similarly, access to clean water 

is essential in preventing people 
from contracting and spreading the 
virus.

 ¡ As COVID-19 is demonstrating, 
pandemics can undermine the 

rights of billions of people, 

especially those who are already 

vulnerable to environmental harm 

including people living in poverty, 

minorities, elderly, indigenous 
peoples, women and children.

 ¡ The short-sighted decision to 

weaken or suspend environmental 

regulations will make things even 
worse. Instead, governments need 

to accelerate efforts to achieve the 
2030 Sustainable Development 

Goals, because a healthy 

environment is an effective way 
to prevent pandemics and protect 

human rights.

Climate Goals and COVID-19

 ¡ As the crisis has progressed, and its 

impact on our economies became 

more severe, many developed 

states have started discussing 

relaxing the environmental 

protections we have in place in 
order to hasten our recovery.

 ¡ At the end of March, the US 

announced a significant reduction 
in fuel efficiency standards for new 
cars, which could result in increased 

gasoline consumption by 80 billion 
tonnes, pumping increased carbon 

emissions into the atmosphere. 

The US Environmental Protection 
Agency has announced that it will 

not be enforcing compliance with 

routine monitoring and reporting 
obligations of environmental 
protection, for an indefinite period.

 ¡ The UN special rapporteur on 

human rights and the environment, 

David Boyd, condemned such 

steps as “irrational, irresponsible, 
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and jeopardizing the rights of 

vulnerable people”, emphasising 
that COVID-19 must not be used as 
an excuse to weaken environmental 

protection. 

 ¡ Thirteen European climate and 

environment ministers, including 

those of Italy and Spain, the 

countries worst affected by the 
virus in Europe, wrote that “we 
should resist the temptations of 
short-term solutions in response to 
the present crisis” and stressed the 
need to maintain and strengthen 

EU’s effective regulatory tools to 
stick to its 2030 climate goals.

Need to Curb Air Pollution in India
 ¡ India has even greater reason to 

resist the temptation to put clean 
air on the backburner. First and 

foremost, people living in areas 

with higher levels of air pollution 
face increased risk of premature 

death from COVID-19. New Delhi 
was the world’s most polluted 

capital city for the second straight 

year in 2019, and India was also 

home to 21 of the world’s 30 most 

polluted cities.

 ¡ The State of Global Air 2019 Report 

finds air pollution responsible for 
over 1.2 million deaths in China 

and India each, based on 2017 
data. Whereas China succeeded in 

reducing air pollution in its cities 
by 32 per cent on average in four 

years from 2014-2018, India has 

had little success. Again, continued 
air pollution directly translates to 

mortality under COVID-19.

 ¡ Second, there is enormous 

inequality in the impact of the 

COVID-19 fallout. Those who 
suffer the most from air pollution 
are the millions who live and toil 

in the open, who cannot afford 
air-purifiers or other mitigating 
measures, as also the elderly and 

children.

 ¡ Third, there is good evidence that 

three-quarters of the emerging 

infectious diseases migrate from 
wild or domesticated animals 
into humans. This includes Ebola, 

SARS, MERS and now COVID-19. 
Deforestation, industrial 
agriculture, illegal wildlife trade, 

climate change and other types 

of environmental degradation 
increase the risk of future 

pandemics.

 ¡ Fourth, from Delhi to Sao Paulo, 

Bangkok to Bogota, the dramatic 
improvement in the quality of air 

and water in the most polluted 

cities around the world has been 
transmitted by social media. This 
may well result in a groundswell 

of public support for measures to 

protect the environment.

 ¡ Fifth, it is possible that the 
cataclysm of corona will jolt the 

markets into giving a clean, healthy 

and sustainable environment the 

economic value it deserves. 

Way Forward

 ¡ In light of the global environmental 

crisis that predates the COVID-19 
pandemic, States should step 

up their efforts to protect the 
environment, not step back.

 ¡ While it is clear that states need 

to be creative in their response 
to this economic crisis, they must 

not act in a way that will deepen 

the health crisis that is at the root 

of our economic woes. We must 

realise that a healthy society, and 

one that does not undervalue the 

lives of vulnerable populations, 
is the foundation of a sustainable 
economic model that can be 

resilient to future crises.

 ¡ The NDMA is a platform which 
should be used to combat air 

pollution as an emergency, with 
a framework for coordination 
between different levels of the 
government. Similar coordination 
will be required at an international 
level to continue to work towards 
reduced emissions under the Paris 

Agreement. 

 ¡ There is now a clear link between 

the number of COVID-19 related 
deaths and the levels of pollution 
in our air; restarting the economy 
by allowing industry to ignore 

environmental standards is not the 

solution.    

General Studies Paper- III

Topic: Conservation, 

environmental pollution and 

degradation, environmental 

impact assessment.

Q. A global pandemic is an emergency in itself but the need for environment protection cannot be 
overlooked even in these times. Comment.
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Chemical Disasters in India and Its Management07

Why in News?

 ¡ Recently, a gas leak has affected 
five villages in Visakhapatnam in 
Andhra Pradesh. The source of the 

leak was a styrene plant owned 

by South Korean electronics giant 

LG, located at RRV Puram near 
Gopalapatnam.

 ¡ A gas leak, reminiscent of the 1984 

Bhopal tragedy, has claimed at least 

11 lives and affected thousands of 
residents in five villages.

Background

 ¡ India is developing as a key 

global player in the industrial 

and technology sector. Rapid 

industrialization has increased the 
hazard, risk and vulnerability to 

the industry and the environment. 

According to the National 

Disaster Management Authority 

(NDMA), in the recent past, 

over 130 significant chemical 

accidents have been reported in 

the country, which have resulted 

in 259 deaths and caused major 

injuries to more than 560 people.

 ¡ There are over 1861 Major 

Accident Hazard (MAH) units 

spread across 301 districts and 25 

states and three Union Territories 

in all zones of the country. Further, 

there are thousands of registered 

and hazardous factories and 

unorganised sectors dealing with 

numerous ranges of hazardous 

material posing serious and 

complex levels of disaster risks.

The law in India provides protection 
to victims of such chemical disasters:

 ¡ At the time of the Bhopal gas 

tragedy, the Indian Penal Code 

(IPC) was the only relevant law 

specifying criminal liability for 

such incidents. 

 ¡ The CBI had initially charged 

the accused in the case under 

Section 304 (culpable homicide 

not amounting to murder) of the 

Indian Penal Code (IPC).

 ¡ The charges were later framed 

under Section 304A, which deals 

with death due to negligence and 

imposes a maximum punishment 

of two years and a fine. The 

charges were re-framed after a 

1996 Supreme Court judgment 

held that there was no evidence 

to show that the accused had 

knowledge that such a gas leak 

would happen and kill people.

 ¡ Soon after the tragedy, which 

had killed 2,000 people, the 

government passed a series of 

laws regulating the environment 

and prescribing and specifying 

safeguards and penalties. 

Chemical Disasters: Laws and 
Penalties 

 ¡ Soon after the Bhopal gas tragedy, 

the government passed a series of 

laws regulating the environment 

and prescribing and specifying 

safeguards and penalties. Some 

of these laws are given below:

National Disaster Management Authority

NDMA, as the apex body, is mandated to lay down the policies, plans and guidelines for Disaster 

Management to ensure timely and effective response to disasters. Towards this, it has the 

following responsibilities:-

 ¾ Lay down policies on disaster management ;

 ¾ Approve the National Plan;

 ¾ Approve plans prepared by the Ministries or Departments of the Government of India in 

accordance with the National Plan;

 ¾ Lay down guidelines to be followed by the State Authorities in drawing up the State Plan;

 ¾ Lay down guidelines to be followed by the different Ministries or Departments of the 

Government of India for the Purpose of integrating the measures for prevention of disaster 

or the mitigation of its effects in their development plans and projects;

 ¾ Coordinate the enforcement and implementation of the policy and plans for disaster 

management;

 ¾ Recommend provision of funds for the purpose of mitigation;

 ¾ Provide such support to other countries affected by major 

disasters as may be determined by the Central Government;

 ¾ •	 Take	 such	 other	 measures	 for	 the	 prevention	 of	
disaster, or the mitigation, or preparedness and capacity 

building for dealing with threatening disaster situations or 

disasters as it may consider necessary;

 ¾ •	 Lay	 down	 broad	 policies	 and	 guidelines	 for	
the functioning of the National Institute of Disaster 

Management.
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 ¡ The Ministry of Environment and 

Forest (MoEF) notified two sets of 

rules - Manufacture, Storage and 

Import of Hazardous Chemicals 

(MSIHC) Rules, 1989 and Chemical 

Accidents (Emergency Planning, 

Preparedness, and Response), 

(CAEPPR) Rules, 1996 - to regulate 

the manufacturing, use, and 

handling of hazardous chemicals.

 ¡ The objective of MSIHC Rules 

is to prevent major chemical 

accidents arising from industrial 

activities and limit the effects of 

chemical (industrial) accidents. 

The CAEPPR Rules provide the 

statutory back-up for Crisis 

Management.

Chemical Accident Information 
Reporting System

 ¡ Web based Chemical Accident 

Information Reporting System 

(CAIRS) developed by the National 

Informatics Centre for MOEF. 

This is web based system and it 

allows the concerned authorities 

to online Add/Update/Delete the 

information related to Hazardous 

Chemical Accident using password 

security over web, so that only 

authentic users can update the 

information. It is GUI based 

with the capabilities to generate 

reports for concerned authorities. 

MoEF also analyses the accident 

information available in the form 

of various charts. These Chemical 

Incident Reporting Programme etc. 

 ¡ In the CAIRS concerned authorities 

as per schedule 5 of Manufacture, 

Storage, and Import of Hazardous 

Chemical Rule (MSHIC) Rule, 1989 

can online register (with password 

security) and post chemical 

accident information in the pre-

set formats. It provides storing, 

retrieving and analysing data in 

visual form for all the information 

related to the chemical accidents 

happening in India. Environment & 

Forest Informatics Division of NIC 

has developed the CAIRS project in 

close consultation with Hazardous 

Substances Management Division 

of the Ministry of Environment & 

Forests.

 ¡ Bhopal Gas Leak (Processing of 

Claims) Act, 1985, which gives 

powers to the central government 

to secure the claims arising out of 

or connected with the Bhopal gas 

tragedy. Under the provisions of 

this Act, such claims are dealt with 

speedily and equitably.

 ¡ The Environment Protection Act, 
1986, which gives powers to the 

central government to undertake 

measures for improving the 

environment and set standards and 

inspect industrial units.

 ¡ The Public Liability Insurance Act, 

1991, which is an insurance meant 

to provide relief to persons affected 
by accidents that occur while 

handling hazardous substances.

 ¡ The National Environment 
Appellate Authority Act, 1997, 
under which the National 
Environment Appellate Authority 

can hear appeals regarding the 

restriction of areas in which any 
industries, operations or processes 
or class of industries, operations 
or processes shall not be carried 

out or shall be carried out subject 

to certain safeguards under the 

Environment (Protection) Act, 
1986.

 ¡ National Green Tribunal, 2010, 
provides for the establishment 

of a National Green Tribunal for 
effective and expeditious disposal 
of cases related to environmental 

protection and conservation of 
forests.

Styrene Gas

 ¡ It is a flammable liquid that is 
used in the manufacturing of 

polystyrene plastics, fiberglass, 
rubber, and latex. Styrene is also 

found in vehicle exhaust, cigarette 
smoke, and in natural foods like 

fruits and vegetables.

Chemical Accident Information Reporting System

 ¾ Web based Chemical Accident Information Reporting System (CAIRS) developed by the 

National Informatics Centre for MOEF. This is web based system and it allows the concerned 

authorities to online Add/Update/Delete the information related to Hazardous Chemical 

Accident using password security over web, so that only authentic users can update 

the information. It is GUI based with the capabilities to generate reports for concerned 

authorities. MoEF also analyses the accident information available in the form of various 

charts. These Chemical Incident Reporting Programme etc. 

 ¾ In the CAIRS concerned authorities as per schedule 5 of Manufacture, Storage, and Import 

of Hazardous Chemical Rule (MSHIC) Rule, 1989 can online register (with password 

security) and post chemical accident information in the pre-set formats. It provides storing, 

retrieving and analysing data in visual form for all the 

information related to the chemical accidents happening 

in India. Environment & Forest Informatics Division of NIC 

has developed the CAIRS project in close consultation 

with Hazardous Substances Management Division of the 

Ministry of Environment & Forests.
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What Happens when Exposed to 

Styrene?

 ¡ Short-term exposure to the 

substance can result in respiratory 

problems, irritation in the 
eyes, irritation in the mucous 
membrane, and gastrointestinal 
issues. And long-term exposure 

could drastically affect the central 
nervous system and lead to other 

related problems like peripheral 

neuropathy. It could also lead to 

cancer and depression in some 

cases.

Critical Gap in Approach
 ¡ India has done well by investing 

in the NDMA and associated 

entities. The expenditure on 
technological infrastructure, from 

satellite systems to flood sensors 
in rivers, has been well spent, as 

the accuracy in predicting the 
onset and intensity of catastrophic 

natural disasters such as cyclones 

testifies. However, the NDMA and 
other agencies have a critical gap 

in their approach and framework, 

as evidenced in their programmatic 
statements. 

 ¡ Simply put, they lack good social 

science perspectives, barring 
a modicum of economics. 

They do not demonstrate the 

understanding that vulnerability 

cannot be addressed only by 

technical fixes, but requires more 
systemic and historical approaches 

and analytic capability. The NDMA 
cannot, however, be faulted for 

this lapse. Not one major agency 

in India exists that integrates the 

many insights from global research 

on risk and disaster after Bhopal.

 ¡ There is also no training programme 

that produces the cadres with the 

breadth of vision encompassing 

alternatives to the risk paradigm, 
clean chemistry and sun setting 
of chemicals, a sophisticated 
understanding of complex systems 

and high reliability organisations, 
reflexive governance, and 
precautionary regulatory science.

Way Forward

 ¡ At the State level - State 

Disaster Management Authority, 

Department of Factories & 

Boilers, Pollution Control Board, 
Department of Health, Police, Fire, 

Industry & Commerce, etc. are 

directly responsible for industrial 

accident related issues. There is 

a need to work out better and 
effective institutional mechanism, 
coordination and strategies for 
ensuring synergy in the various 

activities of different Ministries and 
organization. A strategic framework 
is needed especially towards 

capacity building and integration 
with holistic environmental risk 
management within the framework 

of a multi-hazard risk reduction 
strategy.

 ¡ It is an unfortunate reality in the age 

of highly hazardous industry that 

accidents are bound to happen. It 

is however the responsibility of all 

sectors of society to ensure that 

we are prepared to cope with the 

aftermath. A critical step forward 
is the investment in research and 

training. The time is now.  

General Studies Paper- III

Topic: Disaster and disaster 

management.

Q. In the light of recent chemical disaster in Vizag, highlight the role of NDMA and the laws and provisions 
related to the management, mitigation and handling of such disasters.



DHYEYA IAS
most trusted since 2003

Weekly 
Current Affairs

www.dhyeyaias.com
17 MAY-2020 N ISSUE 04

India- Nepal Border Dispute01

IMPORTANT BRAIN BOOSTERS7

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ The government of India has rejected 

Nepal’s claim that the recently inaugurated 

link roadlinking Dharchula in Uttarakhand 
to Lipulekh as part of the Mansarovar Yatra 

route, passes through its territory, saying the 

region lies completely within Indian borders. 

 ¾ The row over an Indian road further 

deepened after Nepal Prime Minister K P 
Sharma Oli took a swipe at India and his 

government released a new map including 

territory on Indian maps.

 ¾ However, the government of India has 

rejected Nepal’s new map.

2. Introduction
 ¾ The road is far from the present scene of tension in Ladakh. It is on the route of the 

annual KailashMasarovar Yatra, which goes through Uttarakhand’sPithoragath 
district.

 ¾ The 80 km road goes right up to the LipuLekh pass on the LAC, through which 

KailashMansarovar pilgrims exit India into China to reach the mountain and 
lake revered as the abode of Siva. The last section of 4 km of the road up to 
the pass still remains to be completed.

 ¾ The Lipulekh pass is a far western point near Kalapani, a disputed border area 
between Nepal and India. Both India and Nepal claim Kalapani as an integral 
part of their territory – India as part of Uttarakhand’sPithoragarh district and 
Nepal as part of Dharchula district.

3. Defining the Boundaries 

 ¾ The Nepal-India border was delineated by the Sugauli Treaty of 1816, under which it 

renounced all territory to the west of the river Kali, also known as the Mahakali or the 
SaradaRiver. The river effectively became the boundary.

 ¾ Nepal’s case is that the river originates from a stream at Limpiyadhura, north-west of 

LipuLekh. Thus Kalapani, and Limpiyadhura, and LipuLekh, fall to the east of the river 
and are part of Nepal’s Far West province in the district of Dharchula.

 ¾ New Delhi’s position is that the Kali originates in springs well below the pass, and that 
while the Treaty does not demarcate the area north of these springs, administrative 
and revenue records going back to the nineteenth century show that Kalapani was on 
the Indian side, and counted as part of Pithoragarh district, now in Uttarakhand.

 ¾ Both sides have their own British-era maps as proof of their positions.

4.  India, China and Nepal
 ¾ Since the 1962 war with China, India has deployed the ITBP at Kalapani, which is advantageously 

located at a height of over 20,000 ft and serves as an observation post for that area.

 ¾ Nepal has also been unhappy about the China-India trading post at LipuLekh, the earliest to be 

established between the two countries.

 ¾ Though China has said nothing about the road construction to LipuLekh, it has protested 

similar road building activity at other places on the Indian side close to the LAC, including 

Ladakh.

 ¾ In view of all this, Kalapani and the approach to LipuLekh has only grown in strategic importance 

for India, especially as relations between the two countries have remained uneven over the last 

few years, and China has upped its game for influence in India’a neighbourhood.

5. Conclusion
 ¾ India and Nepal must chalk out their 

borders in a formal and friendly manner, 

to avoid other disputes. India should also 

move beyond its insecurities related to 

China. 

 ¾ Both India and Nepal must invest in 

negotiating new border management 

agreements to take into consideration 

recent events.
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Mission SAGAR02

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ Recently, India has launched ‘Mission 

SAGAR’ as part of the government’s 

outreach initiative towards five Island 

nations in the Indian Ocean amidst 

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

 ¾ The deployment is in consonance with 

the Prime Ministers' vision of Security 

and Growth for All in the Region 

(SAGAR) promulgated in March 2015.

2. Introduction
 ¾ This is the first time that a single assistance mission is covering all island countries 

of the western Indian Ocean in one go — except Sri Lanka, for which a second set of 

medicines have been airlifted.

 ( COVID-19 related essential medicines including HCQ Tablets were already sent 

earlier to Mauritius, Maldives and Seychelles. A team of select medical personnel 

was also dispatched earlier to Maldives to augment their preparedness to fight this 

crisis.

 ¾ Under this mission, Indian Naval Ship Kesari has departed for Maldives, Mauritius, 

Seychelles, Madagascar and Comoros, to provide food items, COVID related medicines 

including HCQ Tablets and special ayurvedic medicines with medical assistance.

 ¾ Also, as part of mission, Indian Naval Ship Kesari would enter the Port of Male in the 

Republic of Maldives, to provide them 600 tons of food provisions. 

 ¾ India and Maldives are close maritime neighbours with strong and extremely cordial 

defence and diplomatic relations.

3. Significance
 ¾ As part of the 'Mission SAGAR' program, this deployment is in line with India’s role as 

the first responder in the region and builds on the excellent relations existing between 

these countries to battle the COVID-19 pandemic and its resultant difficulties. 

 ¾ SAGAR highlights the importance accorded by India to relations with her neighbouring 

countries and further strengthens the existing bond.

 ¾ The operation is being progressed in close coordination with the Ministries of Defence 

and External Affairs, and other agencies of the Government of India.

4. Way Forward
 ¾ India’s vision for the Indian Ocean is encapsulated by the concept of Security and Growth for All in the Region(SAGAR). 

 ( SAGAR has both various distinct and inter-related elements – such as deepening economic and security cooperation in the littorals, enhancing 

capacities to safeguard land and maritime territories, working towards sustainable regional development, Blue Economy, and promoting 

collective action to deal with non-traditional threats like natural disasters, piracy, terrorism etc.

 ¾ While each of these elements of SAGAR requires equal attention, developing an effective response mechanism to address humanitarian crisis and 

natural disasters is one of the most visible elements in India’s evolving Indian Ocean strategy. 

 ¾ Further, the key relevance of SAGAR emerges when seen in conjunction with India’s other policies impacting the maritime domain like ‘Act East 

Policy’, ‘Project Sagarmala’, ‘Project Mausam’, India as ‘net security provider’, focus on Blue Economy etc.
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Global Nutrition Report 202003

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ According to the Global Nutrition 
Report 2020, India is among 88 

countries that are likely to miss global 

nutrition targets by 2025.

 ¾ The Global Nutrition Report is a multi-
stakeholder initiative, consisting of 
a Stakeholder Group, Independent 

Expert Group and Report Secretariat. 

 ¾ The Global Nutrition Report was 
conceived following the first Nutrition 
for Growth Initiative Summit (N4G) 
in 2013 as a mechanism for tracking 

the commitments made by 100 

stakeholders spanning governments, 

aid donors, civil society, the UN and 

businesses.

2. Introduction
 ¾ The road is far from the present scene of tension in Ladakh. It is on the route of the 

annual KailashMasarovar Yatra, which goes through Uttarakhand’sPithoragath district.

 ¾ The 80 km road goes right up to the LipuLekh pass on the LAC, through which 

KailashMansarovar pilgrims exit India into China to reach the mountain and lake 
revered as the abode of Siva. The last section of 4 km of the road up to the pass still 
remains to be completed.

 ¾ The Lipulekh pass is a far western point near Kalapani, a disputed border area 
between Nepal and India. Both India and Nepal claim Kalapani as an integral part of 
their territory – India as part of Uttarakhand’sPithoragarh district and Nepal as part of 

Dharchula district.

3. Report Findings
 ¾ Globally, 1 in 9 people is hungry or undernourished.

 ¾ 1 in 3 people is overweight or obese.

 ¾ Rates of solid, semi-solid or soft food introduction and minimum diet diversity are 
substantially lower for children in the poorest households, rural areas or with a less-
educated mother.

 ¾ Underweight persists in the poorest countries, with rates up to 10 times higher 
compared to the richest countries. In contrast, overweight and obesity are prevailing 

in the richest countries, up to 5 times higher.

 ¾ Inequity affects people throughout the social hierarchy and is grounded in the 
marginalisation, stigmatisation or relative disempowerment of different individuals 
and groups.

 ¾ Not one country is on course to meet all ten of the 2025 global nutrition targets and 
just 8 of 194 countries are on track to meet four targets.

4.  Global Nutrition Targets 2025
 ¾ Stunting: 40% reduction in the number of children under-5 who are stunted.

 ¾ Anaemia: 50% reduction of anaemia in women of reproductive age.

 ¾ Low birth weight: 30% reduction in low birth weight.

 ¾ Childhood overweight: No increase in childhood overweight.

 ¾ Breastfeeding: Increase the rate of exclusive breastfeeding in the first 6 months up to at least 

50%.

 ¾ Wasting : Reduce and maintain childhood wasting to less than 5%

 ¾ Salt Intake: 30% relative reduction in mean population intake of salt (sodium chloride).

 ¾ Raised Blood Pressure: A 25% relative reduction in the prevalence of raised blood pressure or 

contain the prevalence of raised blood pressure, according to national circumstance. 

 ¾ Adult Obesity:  Halt the rise in prevalence.

 ¾ Adult Diabetes:  Halt the rise in prevalence.

5. Data for India
 ¾ It also identified the country as one with the highest rates of domestic inequalities in malnutrition.

 ¾ Between 2000 and 2016, rates of underweight have decreased from 66.0% to 58.1% for boys and 

54.2% to 50.1% in girls.

 ¾ One in two women of reproductive age is anaemic, while at the same time the rate of overweight 

and obesity continues to rise, affecting almost a fifth of the adults, at 21.6% of women and 17.8% 

of men.

 ¾ India is identified as among the three worst countries, along with Nigeria and Indonesia, for steep 

within-country disparities on stunting, where the levels varied four-fold across communities. 

 ( Stunting level in Uttar Pradesh is over 40% and their rate among individuals in the lowest 

income group is more than double those in the highest income group at 22.0% and 50.7%, 

respectively. In addition, stunting prevalence is 10.1% higher in rural areas compared to urban 

areas.

6. Relevant Suggestions
 ¾ Build equitable, resilient and 

sustainable food and health systems.

 ¾ Invest in nutrition, specially in the 
communities most affected.

 ¾ Focus on joint efforts-global 
challenges show thier significance.

 ¾ Leverage key moments to renew and 
expand nutrition commitments and 
strengthen accountability

 ¾ Increase international nutrition 
financing and coordination, targeting 
populations most in need – especially 
in fragile and conflict-affected 
countries and in those with limited 
possibility for domestic resource 
mobilisation.

 ¾ Invest in human resources to increase 
the number of qualified nutrition 
professionals and level out access to 
quality nutrition care.

 ¾ Implement strong regulatory and 
policy frameworks to support 
healthier diets for all at country and 
community level and across sectors, 
from production to consumption.

 ¾ Optimise agricultural subsidies 
and increase public investment for 
producing a broader range of more 
diverse and healthier foods.
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Ultraviolet Germicidal Irradiation (UVGI)04

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ International Advanced Research 
Centre for Powder Metallurgy and 
New Materials (ARCI) and University 

of Hyderabad (UoH) together with the 

help of Mekins Industries Ltd. (MIL), 

have developed a ultraviolet (UV-

C) based disinfection trolley to fight 
against COVID-19 by rapid cleaning of 

hospital environment.

 ¾ ARCI is an autonomous R&D Centre 

of Department of Science and 

Technology (DST) of Government of 

India.

2. Introduction
 ¾ Ultraviolet germicidal irradiation (UVGI) is a disinfection tool that utilizes UV-C or 

short wavelength light to inactivate microorganisms. UV-C destroys the nucleic acid 

in the microorganism and disrupts their DNA leaving them unable to perform any 

vital cellular functions, virtually rendering them inert. The use of UVGI and UV-C has 

increased steadily since the mid-20th century.

 ¾ UV light in the range of wavelengths between 200 and 300 nm is capable of inactivating 

microorganisms, such as bacteria and viruses, thus disinfecting both air and solid 

surfaces.

 ¾ Coronavirus is sensitive to UVC light, as in the case of other viruses and bacteria. Unlike 

chemical approaches to disinfection, UV light provides rapid, effective inactivation of 

microorganisms through a physical process.

 ¾ UV-C technology has been used as a disinfection method for decades in the healthcare 

industry. The UV-C wavelength of 253.7 nanometers has been proven to be effective at 

neutralizing dangerous microorganisms.

 ¾ Often, chemical disinfectants are not enough to remove the bacteria and viruses found 

in hospitals and other contamination prone environment. Rapid decontamination 

of the used patient-care beds and hospital rooms before admission of subsequent 

occupants is a major requirement in hospitals in view of the limited availability of beds. 

 ¾ The challenge with UV-C technology has always been the method of delivery. It can’t be 

used in occupied spaces and is only effective on areas that fall in its direct line of sight.

3. Methodology
 ¾ The UVC disinfection trolley consists of 6 UVC germicidal tubes, which are arranged in 

such a way that 3 sides are illuminated with 2 tubes facing each direction. 

 ¾ While these lamps take care of disinfection on the walls, bed, and room air, the floor 
disinfection is done by 2 smaller UV lights located at the bottom facing the floor. 

 ¾ The hospital rooms get disinfected when the trolley is moved around in the room by 

an operator in protective suit and UV resistant goggles.

4.  Some Other Facts
 ¾ It is important to understand the difference between sterilization, disinfection, and 

decontamination as these terms are often incorrectly used interchangeably, 

 ( Sterilization: It describes a process that destroys or eliminates all forms of microbial life and 

is carried out by physical or chemical methods.

 ( Disinfection: Disinfection describes a process that eliminates many or all pathogenic 

microorganisms on inanimate objects.

 ( Decontamination: To decontaminate is to make an object or area safe by removing, 

neutralizing, or destroying any harmful substance.

 ¾ Basically, decontamination is the result after the processes of sterilization or disinfection.

5. Conclusion
 ¾ The present system is the first prototype 

and is readily usable in hospitals and 

railway coaches that are also being 

planned for treatment of COVID-19 

patients. Systems with smaller dimensions 

and further automation are in progress 

in view of rapid disinfection required in 

aircraft cabins.

 ¾ Dry disinfection and sterilization of 

hospital rooms, instruments and other 

surfaces in the high-risk areas using a 

deep ultraviolet light is a good solution, 

which is implemented by the designer 

trolley in a compelling package that 

brings in ease, speed and efficiency.
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Inter-State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of Employment 
and Conditions of Service) Act, 1979

05

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ The fallout of the lockdown in order 

to reduce the spread of COVID-19 

highlighted the urgent need to 

rationalise the legislative framework 
for labour in India.

 ¾ As part of reforming labour law, a Bill 

has been introduced in Parliament 
called the Occupational Safety, Health 
and Working Conditions Code of 2019. 
The proposed code seeks to merge 

13 labour laws into a single piece of 

legislation. The Inter-State Migrant 
Workmen (Regulation of Employment 
and Conditions of Service) Act of 
1979, is one of them.

 ¾ Centre is proposing to do away with 

the Interstate Migrant Workmen 

Act, even though it is the Centre's 
responsibility to ensure workers' rights 
are taken care of under the legislation 
especially during the lockdown.

2. About the Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act, 1979
 ¾ This act was enacted to regulate the condition of service of inter-state labourers in 

Indian labour law. 

 ¾ The Act prevents the exploitation of inter-state migrant workmen by contractors, and 
to ensure fair and decent conditions of employment. 

 ¾ The law requires all establishments hiring inter-state migrants to be registered, and 

contractors who recruit such workmen be licensed. 

 ¾ Contractors are obligated to provide details of all workmen to the relevant authority. 

 ¾ Migrant workmen are entitled to wages similar to other workmen, displacement 
allowance, journey allowance, and payment of wages during the period of journey. 

 ¾ Contractors are also required to ensure regular payment, non-discrimination, 
provisioning of suitable accommodation, free medical facilities and protective clothing 
for the workmen.

3. Rationale behind Removal of the Act
 ¾ The primary reason for this seems to be the onerous compliance requirements set out 

in the law. 

 ¾ It not only requires equal pay for inter-state workmen, but also requires other social 

protection that would make their employment significantly more expensive than intra-
state workmen. 

 ¾ This includes the payments of different allowances, and requirements that contractors 
provide accommodation and healthcare for such workmen. 

 ¾ It makes the cost of hiring inter-state workmen higher than hiring similar labour from 

within the state.

 ¾ Since the Act is barely implemented, it exists as another law that potentially provides 
rent-seeking opportunities to enterprising government inspectors while failing in its 
main objective.

 ¾ Another consequence of weak implementation is the absence of government 
preparedness and the consequent failure in preventing genuine hardships for 
vulnerable groups.

 ¾ To implement this law alone, government inspectors would not only have to maintain 

records of inter-state workmen, but also verify whether all the other requirements 

regarding wages, allowances, accommodation and health care are complied with.

 ¾ The issues with the law and its non-enforcement are symptomatic of the socialist era, 
when the mere enactment of a law with aspirational requirements backed by legal 
coercion was considered adequate for creating good outcomes.

4.  Proposed Code and Migrant Workers
 ¾ Regarding inter-State migrant workers, the Act includes them in the definition of ‘contract labour’. At the same time, an inter-State migrant worker 

is also separately defined as a person recruited either by an employer or a contractor for an establishment situated in another State. 

 ¾ The Code has a chapter on ‘contract labour and inter-State migrant workers’, but the Parliamentary Standing Committee has recommended that the 

provisions relating to migrant workers be covered in a separate chapter “so that the safety, health and working conditions of the Migrant Workers 

be clearly spelt out for implementation, besides making special provisions for them.

 ¾ Even though the Code seeks to preserve many of the protections and rights given to inter-State workers, trade unions feel that it is always better 

to have a separate enactment. 

 ( The unprecedented distress and misery faced by migrant workers due to the current lockdown has drawn attention to a beneficial legislation 

dedicated to their welfare.
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Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK)06

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ A seven-member bench of Pakistan 
Supreme Court recently allowed the 

Imran Khan government in Pakistan 
to amend the government of Gilgit 

Baltistan order 2018 to conduct the 
general election this year.

 ¾ India has already issued strong 

protest with the Islamabad against 

the Pakistan Supreme Court order to 
hold an election in 'Gilgit-Baltistan'.

2. Gilgit-Baltistan Issue
 ¾ Gilgit-Baltistan, a part of the former state of Jammu and Kashmir, has been under 

Pakistan`s occupation since 1947.

 ¾ In August 2009, Pakistan decided to formalise the Gilgit-Baltistan administration, 
formerly called the “Northern Areas”, under the “Gilgit-Baltistan Empowerment and 
Self Governance Order -2009”. 

 ¾ India had protested that order as well as elections to a “legislative assembly” that 
followed in November 2009, as attempts to turn Gilgit-Baltistan into another province 
of Pakistan while it was still disputed territory.

 ¾ India also protested elections in Gilgit-Baltistanin 2015, and has sent demarches over 
the current election process as well, which is expected to be completed by September 
24, 2020.

 ¾ In 2019, India released new maps showing Pak occupied Kashmir (PoK) as part of the 
newly formed Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, While Gilgit-Baltistan is in the 
Ladakh following the bifurcation.

3. Silencing the Voice
 ¾ The Pakistan government has banned several groups in recent time who voice an 

opinion against Pakistan atrocities in PoK and other regions. 
 ¾ Groups like the Jeay Sindh QaumiMahaz (JSQM), Sindhudesh Revolutionary Army (SRA) 

and Sindhudesh Liberation Army (SLA) were banned under the Anti-Terrorism Act of 
1997. 

 ( These groups are fighting for historical, political, economic and human rights of 
Sindhi people and have been victims of state human rights violations.

5. PoK Related Major Events
 ¾ The Karachi Agreement, formally called the agreement between military representatives of India and Pakistan regarding the establishment 

of a Cease-Fire Line in the state of Jammu and Kashmir, was signed on 27 July 1949, supervised by the Truce Subcommittee of the UNCIP.

 ¾ Indus-Water Treaty (IWT): The Treaty gives control over the waters of the three "eastern rivers" — the Beas, Ravi and Sutlej with a mean 

annual flow of 33 million acre-feet (MAF) — to India, while control over the waters of the three "western rivers" — the Indus, Chenab 
and Jhelum with a mean annual flow of 80 MAF — to Pakistan.  

 ( IWT was signed in Karachi on 19 September 1960 by Jawaharlal Nehru and then Ayub Khan. IWT was brokered by the World Bank

 ¾ In 1963, Pakistan gave China a part of PoK which contained the following regions: HunzaGilgit, Shaksgam Valley, regions of Raksam and 
Baltistan. 

 ¾ In Simla Agreement signed on 2 July 1972, both countries will "settle their differences by peaceful means through bilateral negotiations". 

 ( The agreement was ratified by the Parliaments of both the nations in the same year. It was signed between Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, then 
President of Pakistan, and Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India. 

 ¾ In 1999, India and Pakistan fought high-altitude warfare in mountainous terrain of Kargil in PoK. It was a major war between the two 
nuclear armed neighbours. 

4.  Indo-Pak Tug of War
 ¾ The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has included regions of Gilgit-Baltistan and 

Muzaffarabad, territories currently under PoK, in its daily weather bulletin. The IMD has now 

included this addition in the Jammu and Kashmir meteorological subdivisions. 

 ¾ The news of adding regions of POK into the Indian weather forecast came after Pakistan 

Supreme court's decision to allow Islamabad to hold elections in Gilgit-Baltistan.

 ¾ China is building a dam on Indian territory occupied by Pakistan. A Chinese company has 

signed a deal with the Pakistan government. The project is called the Diamer-Bhasha dam.

 ( The contract has gone to a joint venture led by Power China which is a Chinese company. The 

other partner is the frontier works organization which is a subsidiary of the Pakistan Army, 

which in a sense is a joint venture of China and the Pakistan Army.
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1. Why in News? 

 ¾ Recently, the Sample Registration 
System 2018 released by the office of 
Registrar General of India (RGI)shows 

that infant mortality rate (IMR) in 

Madhya Pradesh (MP) has increased 
and it continues to be highest in 
country.

2. National Birth Rate
 ¾ India’s birth rate has declined drastically over the last four decades from 36.9 in 1971 

to 20.0 in 2018. 

 ¾ Bihar (26.2) continues to remain at the top of list in birth rate while Andaman and 

Nicobar (11.2) is at the bottom.

 ¾ The rural-urban differential has also narrowed. However, the birth rate has continued to 

be higher in rural areas compared to urban areas in the last four decades. 

 ¾ There has been about an 11 per cent decline in birth rate in the last decade, from 22.5 

in 2009 to 20.0 in 2018. 

 ¾ The corresponding decline in rural areas is 24.1 to 21.6, and in urban areas, it is 18.3 

to 16.7.

3. Death Rate
 ¾ The death rate of India has witnessed a significant decline over the last four decades 

from 14.9 in 1971 to 6.2 in 2018. 

 ¾ Chhattisgarh (8) has the highest death rate, while Delhi (3.3) has the lowest. 

 ¾ The decline has been steeper in rural areas. 

 ¾ In the last decade, death rate at an all-India level has declined from 7.3 to 6.2. 

 ¾ The corresponding decline in rural areas is 7.8 to 6.7 and in urban areas, 5.8 to 5.1.

4.  Infant Mortality Rate
 ¾ The IMR is at 32 which is about one-fourth as compared to 1971 (129). 

 ¾ In the last 10 years, IMR has witnessed a decline of about 35 per cent in rural areas and about 

32 per cent in urban areas. 

 ¾ The IMR at an all-India level has declined from 50 to 32 in the last decade.

 ¾ Madhya Pradesh (48) has the worst infant mortality rate in the country while Nagaland (4) has 

the best. MP has registered the highest IMR in the country for the 16th straight year.

 ¾ The IMR in the urban areas of Madhya Pradesh has shown a higher increase compared to rural 

areas. Between 2017 and 2018, the urban IMR went up from 32 to 36, while that of rural areas 

showed an increase from 51 to 52.

 ¾ Male infants being more vulnerable than females which was noticed first in the year 2015, 

continued in 2018, too. The male IMR has been reported at 51/1,000 live births compared to 

46 for female infant. Male IMR went up by three points, while female IMR went up by one point 

compared to 2017.

5. About SRS
 ¾ The SRS is a demographic survey for providing reliable annual estimates of infant mortality rate, birth rate, death rate and other fertility 

and mortality indicators at the national and sub-national levels.

 ¾ Initiated on a pilot basis by the Registrar General of India in a few states in 1964-65, it became fully operational during 1969-70. 

 ¾ The field investigation consists of continuous enumeration of births and deaths in selected sample units by resident part-time 
enumerators, generally anganwadi workers and teachers; and an independent retrospective survey every six months by SRS supervisors. 
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Mission SAGAR02

Global Nutrition Report 
2020

03

India- Nepal Border 
Dispute

01

2. Under this mission, the government will provide food items, 

COVID related medicines including HCQ Tablets and special 

ayurvedic medicines with medical assistance.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (b) 

Explanation: Statement 1 is incorrect. Recently, India has launched 

‘Mission SAGAR’ as part of the government’s outreach initiative towards five 

Island nations in the Indian Ocean amidst the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

This is the first time that a single assistance mission is covering all island 

countries of the western Indian Ocean in one go — except Sri Lanka, for 

which a second set of medicines have been airlifted.

Statement 2 is correct. Under this mission, Indian Naval Ship Kesari 

has departed for Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles, Madagascar and Comoros, 

to provide food items, COVID related medicines including HCQ Tablets and 

special ayurvedic medicines with medical assistance.           

Q. Consider the following statements:

1. The Lipulekh pass is a far western point near Kalapani, a 

disputed border area between India, Nepal and China. 

2. The Nepal-India border was delineated by the Sugauli Treaty of 

1816.

3. Under the treaty, the Mahakali or the Sarada River effectively 

became the boundary.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  Statement 1 is incorrect. The Lipulekh 
pass is a far western point near Kalapani, a disputed border 
area between Nepal and India. Both India and Nepal claim 
Kalapani as an integral part of their territory – India as part 
of Uttarakhand’sPithoragarh district and Nepal as part of 
Dharchula district.

Statement 2 and 3 are correct. The Nepal-India 
border was delineated by the Sugauli Treaty of 1816, under 
which it renounced all territory to the west of the river Kali, 
also known as the Mahakali or the Sarada River. The river 
effectively became the boundary.              

Q. With reference to the ‘Global Nutrition Report 2020’, 
consider the following statements:
1. It has been released by the World Bank.

2. India is among 88 countries that are likely to miss global 

nutrition targets by 2025.

3. In 2012, the World Health Assembly identified six nutrition 

targets for maternal, infant and young child nutrition. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3

MCQ's WITH EXPLANATORY 

ANSWERS 
(Based on Brain Boosters)7

Q. With reference to the ‘Mission SAGAR’, consider the 
following statements:

1. This mission is part of the government’s outreach initiative 

towards all nations in the Indian Ocean Region amidst the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
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Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  Statement 1 is incorrect. The Global 
Nutrition Report was conceived following the first Nutrition 
for Growth Initiative Summit (N4G) in 2013 as a mechanism 
for tracking the commitments made by 100 stakeholders 
spanning governments, aid donors, civil society, the UN and 
businesses.

Statement 2 and 3 are correct. According to the 
Global Nutrition Report 2020, India is among 88 countries 
that are likely to miss global nutrition targets by 2025. India 
will miss targets for all four nutritional indicators for which 
there is data available, i.e. stunting among under-5 children, 
anaemia among women of reproductive age, childhood 
overweight and exclusive breastfeeding.

In 2012, the World Health Assembly identified six 
nutrition targets for maternal, infant and young child 
nutrition to be met by 2025.            

Ultraviolet Germicidal 
Irradiation (UVGI)

04

Inter-State Migrant 
Workmen Act, 1979
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Pakistan Occupied 
Kashmir (PoK)

06

Q. With reference to the ‘Ultraviolet Germicidal 
Irradiation’, consider the following statements:
1. Ultraviolet germicidal irradiation (UVGI) is a disinfection 

tool that utilizes UV-C or long wavelength light to inactivate 

microorganisms. 

2. UV-C destroys the nucleic acid in the microorganism and 

disrupts their DNA leaving them unable to perform any vital 

cellular functions, virtually rendering them inert.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  Statement 1 is incorrect. Ultraviolet 
germicidal irradiation (UVGI) is a disinfection tool that 
utilizes UV-C or short wavelength light to inactivate 
microorganisms. 

Statement 2 is correct. UV-C destroys the nucleic 
acid in the microorganism and disrupts their DNA leaving 
them unable to perform any vital cellular functions, virtually 
rendering them inert. UV light in the range of wavelengths 
between 200 and 300 nm is capable of inactivating 
microorganisms, such as bacteria and viruses, thus 
disinfecting both air and solid surfaces.              

Q. Consider the following statements:

1. In 1963, Pakistan gave China a part of PoK which contained 

the following regions: HunzaGilgit, Shaksgam Valley, regions 

of Raksam and Baltistan.  

2. In 1972, Shimla Agreement was signed by both countries to 

settle the isPoK issue.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a) 

Q. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the ‘Inter-State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of 
Employment and Conditions of Service) Act of 1979’:

1. It was enacted to regulate the condition of service of inter-state 

labourers in Indian labour law.

2. Under the Act, migrant workmen are entitled to wages similar 

to other workmen, displacement allowance, journey allowance, 

and payment of wages during the period of journey. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  Both statements are correct. The Act 

prevents the exploitation of inter-state migrant workmen 

by contractors, and to ensure fair and decent conditions of 

employment. 

Migrant workmen are entitled to wages similar 

to other workmen, displacement allowance, journey 

allowance, and payment of wages during the period of 

journey.                
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Sample Registration 
System (SRS)

07

Q. Consider the following statements with reference 
to the ‘Sample Registration System’ data:

1. India’s birth rate has declined drastically over the last four 

decades from 36.9 in 1971 to 20.0 in 2018.   

2. The death rate of India has witnessed a significant decline 

over the last four decades from 14.9 in 1971 to 6.2 in 2018. 

3. The IMR at an all-India level has declined from 50 to 32 in the 

last decade.

Explanation:  Statement 1 is correct. In 1963, 

Pakistan gave China a part of PoK which contained the 

following regions: HunzaGilgit, Shaksgam Valley, regions of 
Raksam and Baltistan. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. In Simla Agreement signed 
on 2 July 1972, both countries will "settle their differences 
by peaceful means through bilateral negotiations". The 
agreement was ratified by the Parliaments of both the 
nations in the same year. It was signed between Zulfiqar Ali 
Bhutto, then President of Pakistan, and Indira Gandhi, the 
then Prime Minister of India.                

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (d) 

Explanation: All statements are correct. India’s 

birth rate has declined drastically over the last four 

decades from 36.9 in 1971 to 20.0 in 2018. Bihar (26.2) 

continues to remain at the top of list in birth rate while 

Andaman and Nicobar (11.2) is at the bottom.

The death rate of India has witnessed a significant 

decline over the last four decades from 14.9 in 1971 to 

6.2 in 2018. Chhattisgarh (8) has the highest death rate, 

while Delhi (3.3) has the lowest. 

The IMR at an all-India level has declined from 50 

to 32 in the last decade.Madhya Pradesh (48) has the 

worst infant mortality rate in the country while Nagaland 

(4) has the best. MP has registered the highest IMR in the 

country for the 16th straight year.             
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 � The Government of India has 

accepted and implemented three 

important recommendations of 
Committee of Experts (CoE) under 
the Chairmanship of Lt General D B 

Shekatkar (Retd) relating to border 
Infrastructure. These were related 
to speeding up road construction, 
leading to socio economic 
development in the border areas.

Key Reforms

 � On the matter related to creating 
border infrastructure, the 
Government has implemented 

recommendation of CoE to 
outsource road construction work 
beyond optimal capacity of Border 
Roads Organisation (BRO). It has 
been made mandatory to adopt 
Engineering Procurement Contract 
(EPC) mode for execution of all 
works costing more than Rs 100 
crore.

 � The other recommendation 
relating to introduction of 
modern construction plants, 
equipment and machinery has 
been implemented by delegating 
enhanced procurement powers 
from Rs 7.5 crore to Rs 100 crore 
to BRO, for domestic and foreign 
procurements. Border Roads has 
recently inducted Hot-Mix Plant 
20/30 TPH for speedier laying of 

roads, remote operated hydraulic 
Rock Drills DC-400 R for hard rock 
cutting, a range of F-90 series of self-
propelled snow-cutters/blowers for 
speedier snow clearance.

 � New Technology like blasting 
technology for precision blasting, 
use of Geo-Textiles for soil 
stabilisation, cementitious base 
for pavements, plastic coated 
aggregates for surfacing, is also 
being used to enhance the 
pace of construction. With the 
empowerment of field officers 
through enhanced delegation 
of financial and administrative 
powers, there has been significant 
improvement in faster financial 
closure of works.

 � The land acquisition and all 
statutory clearances like forest and 
environmental clearance are also 

made part of approval of Detailed 

Project Report (DPR). Further, 
with the adoption of EPC mode 

Shekatkar Committee for Border Infrastructure01

IMPORTANT NEWS7

of execution, it is mandatory to 
award work only when 90 per cent 
of the statutory clearances have 
been obtained, implementing the 
recommendation of CoE regarding 
obtaining prior clearances before 
the commencement of the project.

 � Other recommendations of the 
committee that are already being 
implemented include optimisation 
of Signals establishments, 
restructuring of repair echelons, 
redeployment of Ordnance 
echelons, better utilisation of 
supply and transportation echelons 
and animal transport units, closure 
of military farms and Army postal 
establishments in peace locations, 
enhancement in standards for 

recruitment of clerical staff and 
drivers in the Army, improving the 
efficiency of the National Cadet 
Corps.

Background

 � The Shekatkar Committee was set 
up by former defence minister 
Manohar Parrikar, and submitted 
its report in December 2016. The 
report, which is now the guiding 
principle for ongoing defence 
reforms, has never been made 
public, because it covers operational 
aspects of the armed forces, and its 
disclosure is not in the interests of 
national security.                                  
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Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan or Self-reliant India Mission 02

 � Recently, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has announced the 

implementation of a Rs 20 lakh 

crore rupee COVID-19 package 

known as the 'Atmanirbhar Bharat 

Abhiyan'to help India cope with the 

negative impacts of the COVID-19 

outbreak on its economy. It is 

among the largest economic 

stimulus package announced by 

nations around the world. Modi's 

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan is 

about 10 per cent of India's gross 

domestic product (GDP) in 2019-20 

and would rank behind Japan, the 

US, Sweden, Australia and Germany.

 � The details of the package were 

announced in five tranches 

by Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman. It has 54 measures in 

total, of which 24 are related to 

liquidity support and expenditure 

from the Central exchequer while 

the balance 30 are policy reforms.

Key Highlights

 � The first tranche of measures 

include Collateral free 4-year 

tenure loans for micro, small and 

medium enterprises (MSMEs) with 

moratorium on payment for first 

12 months.  While the 16 specific 

announcements announced in 

the first tranche cut across sectors 

that range from MSME and Non 

Banking Finance Companies 

(NBFCs) to real estate and power 

distribution and the salaried, the 

overarching theme was that of 

infusing liquidity. And engineering 

a pass-through effect that 

ultimately puts more disposable 

funds in the hands of both 

entrepreneurs and employees.

 � The second tranche focussed on 

measures to help migrants and 

farmers. Union Finance Minister 

has announced three measures 

for the distressed migrant workers. 

Firstly, migrant workers, who are 

neither National Food Security Act 

(NFSA) or State Card beneficiaries 

in the state they are stationed, 

will be provided 5 kg of grains per 

person and 1 kg Chana per family 

per month free for two months. She 

also announced the ‘One Nation 

One Ration card’ scheme under 

which migrants will be enabled to 

access Public Distribution System 

from any Fair Price Shop in the 

country by March 2021. This is 

part of the PM’s Technology-

Driven System Reforms.

 � The third tranche included 11 

measures for agriculture sector. 

Out of the 11 announcements, 

three concern governance and 

administrative reforms, including 

amendment of the Essential 

Commodities Act (ECA), 1955, 

and agriculture marketing 

reforms through a Central law. 

The government also announced 

the setting up of a Rs 1 lakh 

crore Agri Infrastructure Fund; 

the formalisation of Micro Food 

Enterprises, with an outlay of 

Rs 10,000 crore; a vaccination 

drive against food and mouth 

disease among cattle; extension 

of the Operation Greens from 

tomatoes, onion and potatoes 

to all fruits and vegetables; 

help for fishermen through the 

Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada 

Yojana; a Rs 15,000-crore 

Animal Husbandry Infrastructure 

Development Fund; Rs 4,000 

crore for promotion of herbal 

cultivation; and a Rs 500 crore 

scheme to promote beekeeping.

 � The fourth tranche mentioned 

a hike in foreign investment 

limit in defence manufacturing 

and opened up space facilities 

while giving a new push to 

reforms in areas like commercial 

coal mining, mineral block 

auction and privatisation 

of power distribution.

 � The fifth tranche announced 

a hike in the allocation to the 

MGNREGA scheme by 40,000 

crore rupees. It also announced 

an increase in the borrowing 

limit for States by an additional 

4.28 lakh crore rupees for the 

financial year 2021.    



DHYEYA IAS
most trusted since 2003

Weekly 
Current Affairs

www.dhyeyaias.com
29 MAY-2020 N ISSUE 04

Taiwan’s Inclusion in WHO03

Army Proposed Three-year Voluntary Tour of Duty04

 � The leaders of United States 

(US)'s congressional foreign affairs 
committees have written to over 
60 nations to garner their support 
towards the inclusion of Taiwan 
in the World Health Organisation 
(WHO). These include Germany, 
Thailand, Canada, Britain, Saudi 
Arabia and Australia. However, 
Taiwan was not invited to attend 
the WHO's annual meeting, World 
Health Assembly. 

What is the Issue?

 � To this date, Taiwan is not a part of 
the WHO owing to objections from 
China which calls the nation a part 
of its own. However, that has not 
deterred Taiwan from seeking to 
join a ministerial meeting of WHO’s 
decision-making body, the World 
Health Assembly (WHA). Taiwan’s 
response to the COVID-19 has 
been recognised as commendable 
by the health authorities globally 

 � Citing a “resurgence of nationalism 
and patriotism”, and the fact 
that “unemployment in our 
country is a reality”, the Indian 
Army has proposed a three-year 
“internship” for youths, both as 
officers and soldiers. According to 
the proposal, the short, voluntary 
“tour of duty” is for youths who 
“do not want to make defence 
services their permanent vocation, 
but still want to experience the 
thrill and adventure of military 
professionalism”.

since the country has reportedly 
had 380 confirmed cases and 5 
deaths, a stunningly low number 
for a population of 23.6 million. It 
has emerged as a global exemplar. 
Yet it remains effectively locked out 
of membership in the WHO due 
to its complex relationship with 
China.

India - Taiwan Relations
 � Although they do not have formal 

diplomatic ties, Taiwan and India 
have been cooperating in various 
fields. Taiwan has donated about 
one million surgical masks to 

help India in the 

tough times of the 

pandemic.

About WHA

 � WHA is the 

world's highest 

health policy-setting 

body, through 

which the WHO 

is governed by its 194 member 

states. The main task of the WHA 

is to decide on main international 

policy frameworks related to 

global health, approve WHO 

work programmes and its budget, 

and pass international health 

resolutions. Its tasks, especially at 

the time of the pandemic, indicate 

that it has to globally inclusive; 

hence cannot be seen to be 

isolating a particular segment of 

humanity from its programmes and 

participation.                             

Key Highlights

 � The Army currently recruits 
young people under Short Service 
Commission for an initial tenure 
of 10 years, extendable up to 14 

years. According to the proposal, 

the people to be recruited under 

the Tour of Duty will be eligible to 

be deployed as combatants in key 

forward locations and there will be 

no restrictions in their roles.

 � The proposal is a shift from the 

concept of permanent service/

job in the Armed Forces, towards 

‘internship’/temporary experience 

for three years. However, the entry 

criteria for such candidates will not 

be relaxed.
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GI Tag for Sohrai Khovar Painting and Telia Rumal05

 � The individual’s earnings for the 
three-year period could be made 
tax-free, and he/she could be given 
preference in public sector jobs as 
well as post-graduate courses.

Proposed Benefits
 � It will bring immense financial 

benefits to the organisation due 
to reduction in pay and gratuity 
payouts. The cost of a three-year 
service per officer will be a fraction 
of the cost incurred on Short Service 

Commission (SSC) officers. It says 
the cost incurred on an officer, who 
leaves after 10 or 14 years, is Rs 5 
crore-Rs 6.8 crore, which includes 
the cost of pre-commission 
training, pay, allowances, gratuity, 
leave encashment among others. 
The Army estimates that the 
corresponding cost for a three-year 
service will be Rs 80 lakh-85 lakh.

 � It will help to channelise the youth 
energy into positive utilisation 

of their potential. The rigorous 
military training and habits 
inculcated will lead to healthy 
citizenry.

 � Further, entire nation will 
benefit from trained, disciplined, 
confident, diligent and committed 
young men or women who have 
done the three-year service, and 
an initial survey has indicated that 
the corporate sector will prefer to 
hire such youths rather than fresh 

graduates.                                

 � Jharkhand’s Sohrai Khovar 
painting and Telangana’s 
Telia Rumal have given the 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag 
by the Geographical Indications 
Registry.

About Sohrai Khovar Painting

 � The Sohrai Khovar painting is a 
traditional and ritualistic mural 
art being practised by local tribal 
women during local harvest 
and marriage seasons using 
local, naturally available soils of 
different colours in the area of 
Hazaribagh district of Jharkhand. 

 � The Sohrai Khovar painting is 
primarily being practised only 
in the district of Hazaribagh. 
However, in recent years, for 
promotional purposes, it has 
been seen in other parts of 
Jharkhand.

 � Traditionally painted on the walls 
of mud houses, they are now 
seen on other surfaces, too. The 
style features a profusion of lines, 
dots, animal figures and plants, 
often representing religious 

iconography.

About Telia Rumal

 � Telia Rumal cloth involves 

intricate handmade work with 

cotton loom displaying a variety 

of designs and motifs in three 

particular colours — red, black 

and white.

 � During the Nizam’s dynasty, 

Puttapaka, a small, backward 

village of the Telangana region 

of Andhra Pradesh had about 20 

families engaged in handloom 

weaving, who were patronised 

by rich Muslim families and the 
Nizam rulers.

 � The officers working in the court 
of the Nizam would wear the 
Chituki Telia Rumal as a symbolic 
representation of status. Telia 
Rumals are offered at the dargah 
of Ajmer Sharif in Rajasthan, 
with some devotees offering 
50 or even 100 cloths. Telia 
Rumals were worn as a veil by 
princesses at the erstwhile court 
of the Nizam of Hyderabad; and 
as a turban cloth by Arabs in the 
Middle East.    
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India-China Border Dispute06

Goal Programme07

 � The Chinese People’s Liberation 

Army (PLA) and the Indian Army 

clashed in Ladakh and Sikkim 

along the border recently in 

separate incidents, spiking 

tensions between the Asian 

neighbours.

Line of Actual Control

 � The disputed boundary between 

India and China, also known as 

the Line of Actual Control (LAC), 

is divided into three sectors: 

western, middle and eastern. The 

countries disagree on the exact 

location of the LAC in various 

areas, so much so that India 

claims that the LAC is 3,488 km 

long while the Chinese believe it 

to be around 2,000 km long.

 � The LAC mostly passes on the 
land, but Pangong Tso is a unique 
case where it passes through 
the water as well. Most of the 
clashes between the two armies 
occur in the disputed portion of 
the lake. As things stand, 45 km-
long western portion of the lake 
is under Indian control, while the 
rest is under China’s control.

The Pangong Tso Lake

 � Pangong Tso lake in eastern 
Ladakh has often been in the 
news, most famously during the 
Doklam standoff. In the Ladakhi 
language, Pangong means 
extensive concavity, and Tso is 
lake in Tibetan. 

 � Pangong Tso is a long narrow, 

deep, endorheic (landlocked) 

lake situated at a height of more 

than 14,000 ft in the Ladakh 

Himalayas. The western end of 

Tso lies 54 km to the southeast of 

Leh. The 135 km-long lake sprawls 

over 604 sq km in the shape of a 

boomerang, and is 6 km wide at 

its broadest point.

Significance of the Lake

 � By itself, the lake does not have 

major tactical significance. But 

it lies in the path of the Chushul 

approach, one of the main 

approaches that China can use 

for an offensive into Indian-held 

territory. Indian assessments 

show that a major Chinese 

offensive, if it comes, will flow 

across both the north and south 

of the lake.                                        

 � Union Minister for Tribal Affairs 
Arjun Munda has launched 
the “GOAL (Going Online As 
Leaders)” programme of the 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) 
in partnership with Facebook.

Key Highlights

 � The GOAL programme is designed 
to provide mentorship to tribal 
youth through digital mode. 
The digitally enabled program 
envisages to act as a catalyst to 
explore hidden talents of the 
tribal youth, which will help in 
their personal development as 

well as contribute to all-round 
upliftment of their society.

 � The program intends to upskill 
and empower 5,000 tribal youths 
in the current phase to harness 
the full potential of digital 
platforms and tools to learn new 
ways of doing business, explore 
and connect with domestic and 
international markets.

 � The programme has been 
designed with a long term vision 
to develop the potential of tribal 
youth and women to help them 
acquire skills and knowledge 
through mentorship in various 
sectors including horticulture, 
food processing, bee keeping, 
tribal art and culture, medicinal 
herbs, entrepreneurship among 
others. Starting with 5000, the 

programme can be extended 
to cover any number of tribal 
persons who show keen interest 
in being mentored to achieve 
their goals.

 � There will be 1 mentor for 2 
mentees. The program aims 
to enable Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
youth in remote areas to use 
digital platforms for sharing their 
aspirations, dreams and talent 
with their mentors.

 � The program will focus on three 
core areas – Digital Literacy, 
Life Skills and Leadership and 

Entrepreneurship, and on sectors 
such as Agriculture, Art & Culture, 
Handicrafts & Textiles, Health, 
Nutrition, among others.       
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Discuss the potential threats of Cyber attack during coronavirus pandemic and the security framework to 
prevent it.07

  Discuss the tactical significance of Pangong Tso lake area for the India.01

Discuss the concept of Sonic Boom.02

"A stronger health system in a country can lead to better outcomes on the economic growth front." Do you 
agree? Give reasons.

03

"Artificial Intellegence (AI) will play crucial role in the post-covid era." Discuss it in the context of India.04

"Investing in social security for women in informal economy and their capacity-building will serve as a bulwark for 
the daily health crises that people face and also the pandemics and epidemics of the future." Analyse.

05

Young people with ethical conduct are not willing to come forward to join active politics. Suggest steps to 
motivate them to come forward.

06

02 04 07

7 IMPORTANT PRACTICE QUESTIONS
(For Mains)
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Defence Testing Infrastructure 
Scheme

Which device has been developed by the TVS group, Sundaram Medical Foundation and IIT-Madras,  to 
provide respiratory support to patients through the controlled and automated squeezing of a self-inflating or 
AMBU bag?

03

What is the theme of the World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD)?06

Which state has launched 'Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Scheme' to ensure minimum income availability to 
farmers?

02

What is the rank of India in the World Economic Forum (WEF)'s Global Energy Transition Index 2020? 05

What is the theme of the International Day for Biological Diversity 2020? 04

Which city will host Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit level meeting for 2020? 07

Which scheme has been launched for creating state-of-the-art testing infrastructure for domestic defence 
and aerospace manufacturing sector? 

01

Chhattisgarh

The Sundaram Ventago

"Our Solutions are in Nature"

74th

"Connect 2030: ICTs for the 
Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs)"

St Petersburg (Russia)

01 03 05

7 IMPORTANT FACTS
(For Prelims)
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Dr. B R Ambedkar

"The world is the great gymnasium where we come to make ourselves strong."03

"Happiness is when what you think, what you say, and what you do are in harmony."06

"May your choices reflect your hopes, not your fears." 02

“The past is already gone, the future is not yet here. There’s only one moment for you to live.”05

"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere."04

"If agriculture fails, everything else will fail." 07

“Cultivation of mind should be the ultimate aim of human existence.” 01

Nelson Mandela

Swami Vivekananda

Martin Luther King Jr.

Gautam Budha

Mahatma Gandhi

M S Swaminathan

01 03 05

7 IMPORTANT QUOTES
(For Essay and Answer Writing)
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