






PREFACE

D
hyeya family has decided to bring a new 

colourful and vibrant version of 'Perfect 7' – a 

panacea for current affairs, which will add 
positive and dynamic energy in your 

preparation.
'Perfect7' is an outstanding compilation of current 

affairs topics as per the new pattern of Civil Services 

Examination (CSE). It presents weekly analysis of 
information and issues (national and international) in 
the form of Articles, News Analysis, Brain Boosters, PIB 
Highlights and Graphical Information, which helps to 
understand and retain the information comprehensively. 
Hence,'Perfect 7' will build in-depth understanding of 

various issues in different facets.
'Perfect7' is our genuine effort to provide correct, 

concise and concrete information, which helps students to 
crack the CSE. This magazine is the result of the efforts of 
the eminent scholars and the experts from different fields. 
'Perfect 7' is surely a force multiplier in your effort and 
plugs the loopholes in the preparation. 

We believe in environment of continuous 
improvement and learning. Your constructive suggestions 
and comments are always welcome, which could guide us 
in further revision of this magazine.

Omveer Singh Chaudhary

Editor
Dhyeya IAS

A
s a proud jewel of Dhyeya IAS, 'Perfect 7' now 

comes in a new coloured avatar. 'Perfect 7' is 

a quintessential part of your preparation 
strategy for Civil Services Examination. A 

regular and manageable dose of current affairs will now 
reach you in new format, making it more reader friendly. 
Our humble attempt to serve you is surely rewarded by 
your appreciations. It encourages us to innovate and 
provide the best as per our ability. 

A dedicated team of experts at Dhyeya IAS toils night 
and day to make your dream of Civil Services come true. I 
heartily thank and express my gratitude to the esteemed 
readers and all the people involved in making this 
magazine a shining star in the galaxy of Dhyeya IAS.

Rajat Jhingan

Editor
Dhyeya IAS
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DDC Elections in Jammu and Kashmir : Strengthening of Local 
Governance01

Why in News?

 ¡ Local elections in Jammu and 

Kashmir (J&K) are a significant 

moment in the political evolution 

of the new Union Territory (UT). 

Jammu and Kashmir will now 

have elected district development 

councils as part of its panchayati raj 

system. 

Background

 ¡ The Jammu and Kashmir Panchayati 

Raj Act, 1989, provides for a three-

tier system of local government. 

 ¡ The halqa panchayat, representing 

a cluster of villages, is headed by a 

sarpanch. Its members are chosen 

through direct elections. 

 ¡ A council of sarpanches is meant 

to elect members of the block 

development board, representing 

halqa panchayats in that area. 

 ¡ District development and planning 

boards formed the third tier, 

consisting of local members of 

Parliament and the legislative 

assembly, the heads of block 

development councils and other 

civic bodies, and a chairman 

nominated by the government.

 ¡ The UT administration now 

proposes to replace the district-

level boards with elected councils. 

Each district is to be divided 

into 14 territorial constituencies 

and the members of the council 

will be chosen through direct 

elections. They, in turn, will elect 

a chairperson and vice chairperson 

from among themselves.

 ¡ Describing the establishment of a 

three-tier Panchayati Raj system 

in J&K as the ushering in of a new 

era and new leadership, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi has said 

the recent District Development 

Council elections had strengthened 

democracy.

 ¡ The Prime Minister also invoked 

Atal Behari Vajpayee’s three 

principles of Insaaniyat, Kashmiriyat 

and Jamhooriyat, stating Jammu 

and Kashmir was progressing on 

the path of development on the 

basis of these three principles. 

He described the just-concluded 

maiden District Development 

Council elections as “a moment 

of pride” for India and said this 

was “the beginning of a new era 

and new leadership to strengthen 

grassroots democracy”.

IMPORTANT ISSUES7
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Sunrise of Democracy in J&K

 ¡ By adding another layer between 

the panchayats and the legislative 

Assembly, it’s essentially an 

experiment to empower the 

grassroots, as authorised by the 

J&K Panchayati Raj Act, 1989, and 

under J&K Panchayati Raj Rules, 

1996, of the Constitution of India. 

In a region where separatist trends 

have been prevalent, one of the 

better ways of defeating them is 

by more political and executive 

empowerment at the lower 

levels, while ensuring there is no 

corruption. 

 ¡ The additional district development 

commissioner will be the CEO of 

the DDC with the chairman being 

an elected member. Having an 

elected third tier of the Panchayati 

Raj institution marks the 

implementation of the entire 73rd 

Amendment Act in J&K, which was 

never made effective by previous 

governments. 

 ¡ The other addition is that the 

district planning process has been 

handed over directly to the elected 

representatives as against the 

practice of deputy commissioners 

initiating this. It could be a recipe 

for good governance provided the 

DDC members are formally trained 

in their duties. Only time and the 

degree of seriousness with which 

the state administration ultimately 

handles this will finally decide the 

success or failure. 

 ¡ Yet, it’s a bold experiment in 

a conflict-ridden region with a 

partially estranged population that 

has seen little grassroots politics for 

30 years; thus self-empowerment 

at the lower levels of administration 

could be an effective antidote.

 ¡ The successful elections conducted 

in a peaceful environment have 

been a slap in the face of Pakistan, 

which has been attempting to 

paint India in a bad light all over 

the world. There can be no better 

demonstration of Indian democracy 

than the high percentage of 

electoral turnout. The result is not 

as important with both the BJP and 

the seven-party People’s Alliance 

for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD) 

claiming victory with the number 

of seats that they have secured.

Elections

 ¡ In October 2020, the Union 

government amended the J&K 

Panchayati Raj Act, 1989. It 

introduced a provision to hold 

direct elections to the district 

development councils. These 

councils replaced the district 

development boards which 

functioned mostly as official bodies 

of the government.

 ¡ Other than the MP and MLAs 

representing the district, there was 

no representation for the board. 

The DDCs, on the other hand, were 

constituted on the basis of a direct 

election with each district having 

14 elected members.

 ¡ One thing that has been clearly 

revealed in these elections is that 

regional political divergence is 

a reality in J&K. With the twin 

forces of regional polarisation 

and religious polarisation creating 

distinct blocks of voter preferences, 

the obvious trend is that Hindu 

areas prefer the BJP while Muslim 

areas vote against them.

 ¡ Areas of mixed population, mostly 

in the Jammu region, are the saving 

grace, because here, one finds a 

mixed political response and an 

‘open’ political space for all kinds 

of parties.

 ¡ In the polarised politics of J&K, 

both region-wise and religion-wise, 

the only bridges that exist are in 

these areas of mixed population. 

People’s Voice

 ¡ The People’s Alliance for Gupkar 

Declaration has swept the Kashmir 

valley — the alliance, led by 

National Conference and Peoples 

Democratic Party, fought on a clear 

platform. It was opposed to the 

effective nullification of Article 370 

and the dilution of statehood. 

 ¡ While it is important to understand 

the role of local factors in 

determining local electoral 

outcomes, it cannot be denied 

that People’s Alliance for Gupkar 

Declaration’s win is also evidence 

that the mood on the Kashmiri 

street is opposed to the revocation 

of Article 370. This is a message to 

the Centre, which did not follow 

due process and adopt an adequate 

consultative approach when it took 

the decision, and has been unable 

to reach out to the Kashmiri street 

and persuade it of the rationale of 

the move. This trust deficit must 

not be allowed to grow.
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Q. Democracy is Jammu and Kashmir is quintessential for the development and progress of a bordering 
territory which is battling the crisis of cross-border terrorism and secessionist movements. Discuss.

General Studies Paper- II

Topic: 
 ¾ Functions and responsibilities of 

the Union and the States, issues 

and challenges pertaining to the 

federal structure, devolution of 

powers and finances up to local 

levels and challenges therein.

 ¾ Topic: Parliament and State 

Legislatures - structure, 

functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues 

arising out of these.

 ¡ At the same time, the Bharatiya 

Janata Party has emerged as the 

single largest force, propelled by its 

win in Jammu and a breakthrough 

in limited parts in the valley. This 

reflects the greater support for the 

constitutional changes in Jammu. It 

also reflects the persistent divide in 

the state on religious and regional 

lines. Deepening the trust between 

J&K and Delhi must be core policy 

goals.

Security Dimension

 ¡ From the security point of view, 

ever since 5 August 2019, the 

absence of politics has facilitated 

the security forces and the 

intelligence agencies in neutralising 

several over ground worker (OGW) 

networks. That process is not yet 

over but it has ensured an almost 

total domination over the counter 

terrorist (CT) grid; success through 

2020 can largely be attributed to 

this. The separatists have been 

marginalised but are not down 

and out. The return of grassroots 

politics many times facilitates low-

profile OGWs and through them 

the energisation of the terror grid. 

 ¡ Pakistan awaits such a situation 

when the 4G networks can no 

longer be denied activation. A high-

profile proxy campaign such as that 

of targeting policemen and their 

families in 2017-18 could again 

reactivate separatism and terror. 

 ¡ The period between the DDC and 

Assembly elections is a crucial one 

in J&K. What we cannot afford any 

longer is a surge in terrorist influx 

by infiltration or recruitment. 

 ¡ The Army is doing well on the 

counter infiltration grid and in its 

engagement of youth programs. 

It can do a lot more by facilitating 

intra-state cooperation and 

interaction besides also grassroots 

stabilisation of political activity 

without interference— simply 

through creation of a secure and 

cooperative environment.

Way Forward

 ¡ Holding elections in J&K has been 

a proof of rising democracy in 

the UT. Security forces have been 

foiling continuous attempts by 

hostile Pakistan in infiltrating and 

spreading violence in the valley. 

The separatist elements in the 

state have been subdued for 

the moment. Region of J&K and 

Ladakh are the northern frontlines 

of India’s border. Cross border 

terrorism and Chinese military 

threat are constant challenges 

that hinder normal working in the 

region. In such an environment, 

democracy taking its roots is a 

welcome step.                           
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Gender Equity in Science : India's Efforts02

Why in News?

 ¡ One of the focuses of the 

new Science, Technology and 

Innovation Policy, currently being 

drafted by the Department of 

Science and Technology (DST), will 

be to increase the participation 

of women in science. To this end, 

the DST will incorporate a system 

of grading institutes depending 

on the enrolment of women and 

the advancement of the careers of 

women faculty and scientists.

Background

 ¡ National Science Day is celebrated 

every year on 28th February to 

commemorate the announcement 

of the discovery of the ‘Raman 

Effect’ by Sir C.V. Raman for 

which he was awarded the Nobel 

Prize in 1930. Government of 

India designated 28 February as 

National Science Day (NSD) in 

1986. Since then, theme-based 

science communication activities 

are carried out all over the country 

on this occasion.

 ¡ In 2020, the theme for National 

Science Day is “Women in Science”. 

 ¡ The President, Shri Ram Nath 

Kovind, has emphasised on 

enhancing quality and relevance 

of our scientific enterprise. He 

highlighted that science must work 

for our people by contributing 

to their development and well-

being. The President announced 

three key initiatives for gender 

advancement and equality in 

academic and research institutions 

on the occasion of National Science 

Day (2020):

 ¡ Vigyan Jyoti is an initiative that 

will create a level-playing field 

for the meritorious girls in 

high school to pursue Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics (STEM) in their 

higher education. 

 ¡ The Gender Advancement for 

Transforming Institutions (GATI) 

will develop a comprehensive 

Charter and a framework for 

assessing the Gender Equality 

in Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics 

(STEM). 

 ¡ An online portal for science 

and technology resources for 

women will provide E-resources 

related to all women-specific 

government schemes, 

scholarships, fellowships, 

career counselling with details 

of subject area experts from 

various disciplines in science 

and technology.

 ¡ Innovation and gender parity 

underpin the development process. 

We must move from tokenism to 

totalism, especially when it comes 

to creating a gender parity culture 

in Indian science. The recent special 

focus on women empowerment by 

the government has resulted into 

various special schemes to attract 

women in science and to provide 

employment opportunities as well. 

As per a recent National Science 

Foundation (USA) Report, India 

has already climbed to the third 

spot in the number of science 

and engineering publications. 

Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for 

Advanced Scientific Research 

(JNCASR) in Bangalore is judged 7th 

in the quality of research by Nature 

Index.

Gender Advancement for 
Transforming Institutions (GATI)

 ¡ Gender Advancement for 

Transforming Institutions (GATI) 

is an innovative Pilot Project 

launched by the DST. It ushers a 

novel intervention programme for 
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promoting gender equity in science 

and technology.

 ¡ Project GATI was one of the three 

initiatives of DST announced on 

28 February 2020, the National 

Science Day, by the President of 

India at a celebratory programme 

dedicated to Women in Science.

 ¡ GATI aims to nudge institutions 

of higher education and research 

towards supporting diversity, 

inclusion and the full spectrum of 

talent for their own success and 

progression. In particular, it aspires 

to create an enabling environment 

for equal participation of women in 

Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Medicine and Mathematics 

(STEMM) disciplines at all levels, 

addressing deep-rooted problems.

The GATI Model 

 ¡ GATI pilots a sustainable self-

assessment and accreditation 

model. At the core of the model is 

the GATI Charter based on ten key 

principles. 

 ¡ These principles explicitly 

acknowledge gender inequality and 

articulate a commitment towards 

overcoming systemic and cultural 

barriers to women’s academic and 

professional advancement at all 

levels. 

 ¡ GATI draws inspiration from the 

Athena SWAN Gender Equality 

Charter and accreditation 

framework operated by Advance 

HE, UK since 2005. A growing 

number of universities, science 

departments and research institutes 

in UK have voluntarily joined the 

charter and been recognized for 

their accomplishments. 

 ¡ Recognizing the framework’s 

evidence-based approach to 

analysis, action and demonstrable 

impact, several countries have been 

inspired to join the Athena SWAN 

collaborative international network 

and launch similar initiatives. With 

the launch of GATI, India joins the 

list.

 ¡ The Assessment and Accreditation 

Process 

 ¡ The pilot institutions would 

be expected to endorse the 

GATI Charter on gender equity. 

They would thereby commit to 

adopting its principles within 

their policies, practices, action 

plans and institutional culture. 

 ¡ Further, they would be required 

to create SMART (Specific, 

Measurable, Achievable, 

Relevant and Time-bound) 

action plans for systemic and 

cultural transformation. A 

metric-based self-assessment 

application followed by 

peer review would lead to 

institutional recognition and 

GATI Award. 

 ¡ It is hoped that looking 

beyond awards, participating 

institutions will diligently work 

towards peer recognition as 

beacons of gender equity. 

Successful completion of the 

pilot would provide insight for 

nation-wide implementation of 

the GATI Charter. 

 ¡ In time, all institutions would 

be expected to demonstrate 

continuous and sustained 

progression towards 

transformative change over 

several cycles of accreditation.

Athena SWAN

 ¡ The Athena SWAN Charter is an 

evaluation and accreditation 

programme in the UK enhancing 

gender equity in STEMM. 

Participating research organisations 

and academic institutions are 

required to analyse data on gender 

equity and develop action plans for 

improvement. 

 ¡ The programme recognises such 

efforts with bronze, silver or gold 

accreditation.

 ¡ Institutions that sign up commit 

to addressing unequal gender 

representation; tackling the gender 

pay gap; removing the obstacles 

faced by women in career 

development and progression; 

discriminatory treatment often 

experienced by trans people; 

gender balance of committees 

and zero tolerance for bullying and 

sexual harassment.

Gender Issue and Science

 ¡ Across the world, there are more 

men who are active in science, 

technology, engineering and 

medicine (STEM) than women.

 ¡ Research shows that when men 

and women apply for jobs — be 

in the labour market, or in places 

where high level qualifications 

are demanded, men candidates 

engage in self-promotion, and are 

boastful while equally qualified 

women are more ‘modest’ and 

‘undersell’ themselves. 

 ¡ Even in groups and situations 

where men and women are 

present as colleagues, the views 

of women are either ignored or 
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Q. “Gender Advancement for Transforming Institutions (GATI)”, is an initiative that will take India from a 
tokenism of female empowerment towards a more practical and implementable action plan. Comment.

listened to less seriously than those 

of men. As a result, women tend to 

underestimate their ability relative 

to men, especially in public settings, 

and negotiate less successfully.

 ¡ In the studies by Dr. Sapna Cheryan 

and colleagues of the University 

of Washington, Seattle, a report 

suggest three socio-psychological 

reasons for less participation 

of women in science, namely 

(1) masculine culture, (2) lack 

of sufficient early exposure to 

computers, physics and related 

areas compared to boys in early 

childhood and (3) gender gap in 

self-efficacy.

 ¡ Stereotyping that men are fitter 

for certain jobs and skills than 

women, and that women are 

more ‘delicate’, ‘tender’ and 

thus unfit for ‘hard’ jobs. In 

addition, there are not enough 

female role models whom 

women may admire and follow. 

 ¡ Lack of exposure in early 

childhood to certain fields, 

the supposed stereotyping of 

computer field practitioners as 

‘nerds’ with social awkwardness 

would seem to have played a 

role from women shying away 

into other fields.

 ¡ ‘Gender gap in self-efficacy’, 

appears to have arisen as a 

result of the above two, and 

leads to a worry in girls’ and 

women’s minds as to ‘whether I 

am really only fit for certain ‘soft’ 

fields and jobs (such as in social 

sciences and life sciences)’— or 

a feeling of diffidence. This is 

clearly a reflection and product 

of masculine culture.

Way Forward

 ¡ India is ranked 112 out of 153 

countries in the 2020 Global 

Gender Gap report. According to 

DST figures, in 2015-16, the share 

of women involved in scientific 

research and development was 

14.71% — after it had actually 

increased from 13% in 2000-2001 

to 29% in 2014-15.

 ¡ The DST has also found that 

women are either not promoted, 

or very often drop out mid-career 

to attend to their families.

 ¡ To get as many institutions as 

possible to sign up, the DST will need 

to manoeuvre around government 

red tape as most universities, 

barring the IITs and NITs, are run and 

funded by the government as well. 

This means that these institutions 

don’t have direct control over 

institutional policies, recruitment 

and promotions. The DST has tied 

up with National Assessment and 

Accreditation Council, under the 

UGC, aiming to push gender equity 

through them.                 

General Studies  Paper- I

Topic
 ¾ Role of women and women's 

organizations, Population and 
associated issues, Poverty 
and developmental issues, 
Urbanization, their problems 
and their remedies.

General Studies  Paper- II

Topic
 ¾ Welfare schemes for vulnerable 

sections of the population by 
the Centre and States and the 
performance of these schemes; 
mechanisms, laws, institutions 
and Bodies constituted for the 
protection and betterment of 
these vulnerable sections.
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Need of Two Child Policy in India : An Analysis03

Why in News?

 ¡ The latest data from the National 

Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5) 

provides evidence of an uptake in 

the use of modern contraceptives 

in rural and urban areas, an 

improvement in family planning 

demands being met, and a decline 

in the average number of children 

borne by a woman, and prove 

that the country’s population 

is stabilising and fears over a 

“population explosion” and calls for 

a “two-child policy” are misguided. 

Background

 ¡ population is said to stabilise 

once it achieves what is known as 

replacement-level fertility — that 

is the total fertility rate at which a 

population exactly replaces itself 

from one generation to the next. 

 ¡ Replacement-level fertility is 

roughly 2.1 children per woman, 

although it may vary slightly with 

mortality rates. This means that 

if two adults have two children, it 

translates to the new generation 

effectively replacing the old 

one, without adding additional 

members. 

 ¡ Data in the NFHS-5 currently 

accounts for 17 states and five 

Union Territories (UTs) as the survey 

was delayed in the remaining 

areas on account of the COVID-19 

pandemic.  

 ¡ While data from some larger states 

such as Uttar Pradesh — India’s 

most populated — and Madhya 
Pradesh — among the top states by 
population — is still awaited, the 
areas surveyed throw up promising 
results.

 ¡ from three states — Bihar, Manipur 
and Meghalaya — all the states and 
UTs surveyed so far have reported 
a total fertility rate of 2. Even for 
Bihar, Manipur and Meghalaya, 
the rate has declined since the last 
survey in 2015-16. 

 ¡ We do not need a two-child norm 
and we do not need to have a 
fear of a population boom. India’s 
population is stabilising.

No Need for Mandatory Two-Child 
Policy

 ¡ Ashwani Kumar Upadhyay, a 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
politician and lawyer, had asked 
for a law that would deny access 
to government jobs, subsidies, 
and certain rights to those with 
more than two children. The 
denied rights, as per the petition, 

would include the right to vote, to 

property and to free shelter.

 ¡ In its response, the Indian 

government told the apex court 

that it would not implement a 

mandatory two-child policy. "The 

Family Welfare Programme in 

India is voluntary in nature, which 

enables couples to decide the 

size of their family and adopt the 

family planning methods best 

suited to them according to their 

choice without any compulsion," 

said the affidavit by the Ministry 

of Health and Family Welfare. 

"In fact, international experience 

shows that any coercion to have 

a certain number of children is 

counter-productive and leads to 

demographic distortions."

 ¡ Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

during his Independence Day 

speech in 2019 appealed to the 

country that population control 

was a form of patriotism. Months 

later, the NITI Aayog called various 

stakeholders for a national-level 

consultation on the issue, which 

was subsequently cancelled 
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following media glare on it. In 2020, 

the PM spoke about a likely decision 

on revising the age of marriage for 

women, which many stakeholders 

view as an indirect attempt at 

controlling the population size.

Penalising Citizens for Population 
Control

 ¡ Some politicians in India are 

clamouring for what they believe 

to be a quick fix to the country's 

population problem: a two-child 

policy for Indian citizens.

 ¡ "No person shall procreate more 

than two living children after 

a period of one year from the 

commencement of this Act," stated 

a population control bill introduced 

on the Parliament floor in 2016 by 

Prahalad Singh Patel, a legislator 

state of Madhya Pradesh.

 ¡ The bill - which never even came 

to a vote -- listed measures that 

the Indian government would take 

if they wanted to check the ever-

growing population. If passed, the 

bill would make it mandatory for 

individuals to seek permission from 

officials if they want to have more 

than two children, permission that 

could be denied if sufficient cause 

was not met.

 ¡ The bill's introduction opened 

up a debate, which was followed 

by more than 100 legislators 

submitting a letter to the President 

of India, Ram Nath Kovind, in 

August and appealing for him to 

take their demand seriously.

 ¡ But B. Paswan, head of the 

department of population 

policies and programmes at 

the International Institute for 

Population Sciences highlighted the 

proposition is simply not realistic."

 ¡ No government can bring any such 

strong policy in India. People will 

reject it. The two-child policy is not 

possible with the socio-economic 

condition of the country," he 

said. "The change will come with 

development. It is heading that 

way already."

 ¡ Assam has rolled out its two-child 

policy passed by assembly in 2017. 

It was passed by Bharatiya Janata 

Party government of Assam. Under 

the two-child policy, no person 

having more than two children 

would be eligible for government 

jobs in Assam from January 2021.

The law, Population and Women 

Empowerment Policy of Assam, 

was passed by the Assam Assembly 

in September 2017. Besides 

putting a two-child norm for 

government employment on new 

job seekers, the policy also calls 

for strict adherence by the existing 

government staff.

 ¡ In Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, 

the 1994 Panhcayati Raj Act 

disqualifies a person with more 

than two children from contesting 

election. Those who already had 

more than three could, however, 

contest these polls.

 ¡ In Maharashtra, people having 

more than two children are barred 

from contesting gram panchayat 

and municipal elections.

 ¡ Maharashtra Civil Services 

(Declaration of Small Family) 

Rules of 2005 disqualify a person 

having more than two children 

from holding a post in the state 

government. Women are not 

allowed public distribution system 

(PDS) benefits if she has more than 

two children in Maharashtra.

 ¡ Rajasthan is more like Assam in 

declaring candidates with more 

than two children ineligible for 

government jobs. The Rajasthan 

Panchayati Raj Act, 1994 makes 

a person disqualified from 

contesting panchayat election 

with a relaxation if one of the two 

children is a disabled child.

 ¡ In the neighbouring Gujarat, the 

Local Authorities Act was amended 

in 2005 - Narendra Modi was the 

chief minister then - to disqualify 

anyone with more than two 

children from contesting elections 

to panchayats, municipalities and 

municipal corporations.

Learn from Chinese Mistakes

 ¡ China eliminated its one-child 

policy in 2015, changing the law to 

allow couples to have two children. 

The country is now moving to 

remove birth restriction overall 

as concerns are growing over an 

aging population and a dropping 

birth rate. In 2017, the country's 

fertility was low, at 1.6 children per 

woman.

 ¡ China introduced its one-child 

policy in 1979 over concerns that 

the population was increasing at 

a very fast rate. But the policy has 

brought its own set of challenges 

to one of the world's biggest 

economies, which has had a 

declining youth population for 

years while the proportion of the 

population over age 65 has risen 

from about 4% to almost 10%.
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Q. India needs education, development and higher per capita income to battle population growth. 
Penalising people for having certain number of off springs is abuse of human rights. Discuss.

General Studies Paper- I

Topic: 
 ¾ Role of women and women's 

organizations, Population and 

associated issues, Poverty 

and developmental issues, 

Urbanization, their problems 

and their remedies.

 ¡ The policy also had worrying 

consequences for the gender 

balance as a desire for male 

children led to reported abortions 

and infanticide to ensure a couple's 

only child was a boy. In 2016 there 

were 1.15 males for every female 

in China, one of the most skewed 

gender ratios in the world.

 ¡ China's failure is a lesson for 

countries such as India, where 

development is instead being seen 

as the key to capping population 

growth.

Tracing History and Human Rights

 ¡ Then during 1980s, "Hum Do 

Hamare Do" (We Two Ours Two) 

was popularised through mass 

campaign. The National Health 

Policy was adopted. The National 

Population Policy came in 2000 

with long-term objective of 

stabilizing population by 2045.

 ¡ However, there is a contrast in 

government's overall approach 

towards population control 

through family planning. While the 

emphasis has been on limiting the 

size of family - resulting in success 

as well with total fertility rate 

coming down from over 3 births per 

woman in 2000 to around 2 births 

per woman now - India became 

a signatory to the International 

Conference on Population and 

Development Declaration in 1994.

 ¡ This means India 

made a commitment 

to international 

community that it will 

honour the individual 

right of the couples 

to decide freely the 

number of children they 

want to have and also 

decide spacing between 

the births of their kids.

Way Forward

 ¡ Modern nation-state 

is meant to be a welfare 

provider to the citizen 

instead of controlling 

their reproductive rights 

and personal decisions. 

Education, development 

and jobs change the 

perceptions and thinking patterns. 

Forming laws to penalise people for 

having a certain number of children 

is surely a state intervention and 

discrimination based on individual’s 

natural reproductive rights.   
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Article 356 of Indian Constitution and Judicial Activism04

Why in News?
 ¡ The recent order of the Andhra 

Pradesh High Court directing the 
Andhra Pradesh government to 
come prepared to argue on the 
‘breakdown of constitutional 
machinery in the state’ is shocking 
as it opens up the possibility of use 
or even misuse of Article 356 of the 
Indian Constitution by the judiciary. 
Though the Supreme Court of India 
has stayed the order but the debate 
on judicial activism is again reignited 
in India’s democratic setup.

Background
 ¡ The Judiciary holds a quintessential 

position in India as it is empowered 
to enquire legal validity, 
implementation and interpretation 
of the legislation.

 ¡ The Indian polity is divided into 
three segments namely legislature, 
executive and judiciary. The 
legislature and executive go hand-
in-hand but Judiciary is independent 
in itself. Indian judicial system is one 
of the oldest judicial systems in the 
world.

 ¡ In India, there is an integrated and 
unique judicial system that prevails 
in the Constitution. Supreme Court 
is on the top of the integrated 
hierarchy. After the Supreme Court, 
there are the High Courts at the State 
Level. Under the High Courts, there is 
a well-organised hierarchy consisting 
of district courts and lower courts. In 
India, there is one setup that enforces 
both the Central and the State 
laws. India has integrated judiciary 
because India has a federation with 
a strong centre where the centre has 
more power than the state.

 ¡ The term Judicial Activism originated 
in the United States. Judicial Activism 
in the middle of the 20th century had 
positive implications as courts were 
viewed as upholding democratic 
rights of the people. The concept of 
judicial activism grew rapidly over the 
years and attained a huge legitimacy 
among the Indian people in the 
context of unrestrained behaviours 
of legislative and executive organs of 
the government.

 ¡ Judicial activism has always been a 
source of heated debate. In the last 
few years, with several controversial 
decisions, the Supreme Court judges, 
as well as the numerous High Courts, 
have again triggered a debate that 
has always been very strong. Under 
the Indian Constitution, the State 
is under the prime obligation to 
ensure justice, liberty, equality, and 
fraternity in the country. In this 
sense, the Indian judiciary has been 
seen as the guardian and defender of 
the Indian Constitution. Considering 
its constitutional duty, the Indian 
judiciary has played an active role, 
whenever necessary, in protecting 
the individual’s fundamental rights 
against the State’s unjust, excessive, 
and unequal actions/inactions. 

 ¡ Therefore, the idea of judicial 
activism is the exact opposite of 
judicial restraint. Judicial activism and 
judicial restraint are the two terms 
used to describe the philosophy and 
motivation behind some judicial 
decisions.

Article 356 in Constitution
 ¡ Constitution of India under Article 

356 deals with constitutional 
breakdown within a State and 
imposition of emergency. The 

words ‘constitutional breakdown’ 
is mentioned under the article but 
has not been defined. Not-defining 
makes the Article ambiguous and 
paves the way for misuse and 
arbitrariness.

 ¡ No liberal democratic Constitution 
in the world has a provision such as 
Article 356 of Indian Constitution 
that gives the central government the 
power to dismiss a democratically-
elected State government except 
the Constitution of Pakistan. Both 
India and Pakistan borrowed this 
provision from the Government of 
India Act, 1935.

 ¡ Interestingly, the leaders of our 
freedom struggle were so very 
opposed to this provision that they 
forced the British government to 
suspend it; thus, Section 93 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935 
was never brought into effect. The 
provision which we had opposed 
during our freedom struggle was 
incorporated in the Constitution 
strangely in the name of democracy, 
federalism and stability.

 ¡ On June 11, 1947, it was agreed in 
the Constituent Assembly that the 
Governor could use this emergency 
power. By this time the Governor 
was supposed to be elected by the 
people of the State rather than 
nominated by the Centre. 

 ¡ After several revisions, provision 
became Article 278 (now Article 
356). H.V. Kamath termed it as a 
surgical operation for a mere cold. 
He criticised the word ‘otherwise’ 
and said only god knows what 
‘otherwise’ means. As the Governor 
had been made a nominee of the 
Centre by this time, he asked why the 
President could not have confidence 
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in his own nominees. He went on to 
say: “if he cannot have confidence 
in his own nominees, let us wind 
up this Assembly and go home.” 
‘Otherwise’ can include anything 
including a presidential dream 
of breakdown of constitutional 
machinery in a state. Though 
Shibban Lal Saksena was happy 
about Parliament’s power to 
ratify President’s Rule in States, 
he did concede that this was a 
‘retrograde step’ and that ‘we 
are reducing the autonomy of the 
states to a farce.’ P.S. Deshmukh 
too favoured deletion of the term 
‘otherwise’. Naziruddin Ahmad 
said that “I think we are drifting, 
perhaps unconsciously, towards 
dictatorship. Democracy will 
flourish only in a democratic 
atmosphere and under democratic 
condition.” In a strongly worded 
observation, he said the drafting 
committee had become a ‘Drifting 
Committee’ as it had gone against 
the original draft. ‘Otherwise’ 
can include anything including a 
presidential dream of breakdown 
of constitutional machinery in a 
state.

Resorting to Article 356
 ¡ The Andhra Pradesh High Court 

could pass such an order due to 
this very term ‘otherwise’. But for 
this word which negates the ideals 
of constitutionalism by giving 
unlimited powers to the Centre, 
the High Court could not have 

overstepped the line as it did. 

But this is not the first instance of 

judicial overreach on this issue. 

 ¡ On August 13, 1997, a Patna High 

Court Bench of Chief Justice B.M. 

Lal and Justice S.K. Singh while 

disapproving the functioning of 

the Rabri Devi government had 

observed that the Governor’s 

report was not conclusive 

regarding the invocation of Article 

356 of Indian Constitution, and the 

High Court could also report to the 

President about the breakdown of 

constitutional machinery in the 

State.

Misusing Emergency Provisions

 ¡ In the very first invocation of Article 

356 of Indian Constitution in 1951, 

Jawaharlal Nehru removed the 

Gopi Chand Bhargava ministry 

in Punjab though he enjoyed the 

majority. 

 ¡ In 1959, it was used against the 

majority opposition government 

of the E.M.S. Namboodripad 

government in Kerala .

 ¡ Indira Gandhi has the dubious 

distinction of using Article 356 

as many as 27 times, and in 

most cases to remove majority 

governments on the ground of 

political stability, absence of clear 

mandate or withdrawal of support, 

etc. She did not spare even Chief 

Ministers of her own party. 

 ¡ But the Janata government 

did worse than Mrs Gandhi by 

removing nine majority Congress 

governments in one stroke on 

April 30, 1977. The Supreme 

Court of India upheld it in State of 

Rajasthan v. Union of India (1977). 

 ¡ Mrs Gandhi replied in the same 

currency on her return to power in 

1980 by removing nine Opposition 

majority governments at one go.

 ¡ Subsequent governments too 

acted in similar fashion including 

the Narendra Modi government 

which invoked Article 356 in 

Arunachal Pradesh on Republic 

Day itself, in 2016.

Way Forward

 ¡ The arbitrary usage of Article 

356 of Indian Constitution would 

result in destroying the federal 

nature of our constitution which 

is also one of the basic features 

of the constitution. It needs to be 

remembered that only the spirit 

of “cooperative federalism” can 

preserve the balance between 

the Union and the States and 

promote the good of the people 

and not an attitude of dominance 

or superiority. Under our 

constitutional system, no single 

entity can claim superiority.   

Q. Federal setup in Indian constitutional scheme has many over-rides for the union government, specially 
Article 356 of Indian Constitution. Discuss various pros and cons of Article 356 of Indian Constitution and 
what purpose does it serve.

General Studies Paper- II
Topic: 

 ¾ Structure, organization 
and functioning of the 
Executive and the Judiciary; 
Ministries and Departments 
of the Government: pressure 
groups and formal/informal 
associations and their role in 
the Polity.
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Iran-America Relations : Need Diplomacy05

Why in News?
 ¡ The rocket attacks on the United 

States (US) Embassy in Baghdad, 
which American military leaders 
called the largest attack on the 
highly fortified Green Zone in a 
decade, have sent tensions in the 
region soaring. President Donald 
Trump and senior leaders of the 
administration have pointed to 
Iran, saying that it supplied the 
rockets. The offensive appears to 
have been countered by the US’s 
radar-guided defensive systems. 

Background
 ¡ A volley of rockets has targeted 

the United States’ embassy in 
Baghdad’s heavily fortified Green 
Zone, sparking fears of renewed 
unrest as next month’s anniversary 
of the US assassination of a top 
Iranian general draws near.

 ¡ An Iraqi military statement on 
20th December 2020, said an “an 
outlawed group” launched eight 
rockets targeting the Green Zone, 
injuring one Iraqi security person 
manning a checkpoint and causing 
material damage to some cars and 
a residential complex, which is 
usually empty.

 ¡ The US embassy’s C-RAM defence 
system, which is used to destroy 
missiles midair, was activated to 
deflect the attack. 

 ¡ The C-RAM system was installed by 
the US in the middle of the year as 
armed groups stepped up rocket 
attacks targeting the embassy and 
its premises.

 ¡ The US withdrew some staff 

from its embassy in Baghdad 
earlier this month, temporarily 
reducing personnel before the first 
anniversary of the US air strike that 
killed Iran’s top general, Qassem 
Soleimani, outside Baghdad’s 
airport on January 3, 2020.

 ¡ The US officials said the reduction 
of the staff stemmed from concerns 
about a possible retaliatory attack.

 ¡ Soleimani’s killing sparked outrage 
and led Iraq’s parliament to pass a 
non-binding resolution days later, 
calling for the expulsion of all 
foreign troops from Iraq.

 ¡ In Iraq, the US plans to reduce 
the number of troops from 3,000 
to 2,500 by mid-January 2021, 
before Trump is to leave office. 
But the frequency of rocket attacks 
in Iraq has frustrated the Trump 
administration.

Cease Fire Violations
 ¡ Iran-backed militia groups have 

been blamed for orchestrating 
the attacks, including the Kataib 
Hezbollah group. In October 2020, 
these groups agreed to an indefinite 
truce, but December attack is the 
third apparent violation.

 ¡ The first on November 17 saw a 
volley of rockets slam into the US 
embassy and various parts of the 
Iraqi capital, killing one young 
woman.

 ¡ On December 10, two convoys 
transporting logistical equipment 
for the US-led coalition helping Iraqi 
troops fight armed groups were 
targeted with roadside bombs.

 ¡ In September, Washington warned 

Iraq that it will close its embassy in 
Baghdad if the government fails to 
take decisive action to end rocket 
and other attacks by Iranian-backed 
militias on the American and allied 
interests in the country.

 ¡ Moqtada Sadr, a populist scholar 
and former militia leader, tweeted 
that “no one has the right to use 
weapons outside of the state”.

 ¡ Even Kataib Hezbollah, which has 
been blamed for other attacks, 
issued an online statement. 
“Bombing the embassy of evil (US 
embassy) at this time is considered 
out of order,” it said, while also 
condemning the US embassy’s use 
of the C-RAM system.

 ¡ The statement could be an attempt 
to calm tensions in advance of the 
anniversary on January 3 of the US 
drone strike that killed Soleimani 
and leading Iraqi commander, Abu 
Mahdi al-Muhandis.

 ¡ Earlier this month, a tanker off 
Jeddah was attacked, allegedly by 
the Iran-backed Houthi rebels of 
Yemen. 

Blame Game Begins
 ¡ US President Donald Trump 

accused Iran of hitting the US 
embassy in Baghdad with several 
rockets and issued warning that 
Tehran would be held responsible 
if one American is killed in Iraq.

 ¡ This is not the first time the 
Green Zone, and the US embassy, 
in particular, got fired at. In 
September, the Wall Street 
Journal reported, citing sources 
in the Trump Administration, that 
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Washington had warned Iraq it 
would close the embassy if attacks 
persist.

 ¡ Rockets are also being frequently 
fired at Baghdad's international 
airport, with an adjacent military 
airfield, as well as foreign military 
bases across Iraq. Such assaults 
rarely result in casualties or any 
significant material damage.

War Posturing
 ¡ The US military flew two B-52H 

bombers over the Persian Gulf on 
30th December 2020, in an effort to 
deter Iran amid on going tensions, 
according to US Central Command.

 ¡ The two Air Force “Stratofortresses” 
flew from Minot Air Force Base, to 
deliver “a clear deterrent message 
to anyone who intends to do 
harm to Americans or American 
interests”.

 ¡ The deployment marks the third 
such mission into the region in the 
previous 45 days. 

 ¡ The show of force comes as national 
security officials fear Iran may be 
planning a response on the one-
year anniversary of the US-ordered 
airstrike that killed top Iranian Gen. 
Qassem Soleimani near Baghdad’s 
airport on Jan. 3.

 ¡ A senior US military official told 
reporters ahead of the flight that 
a recent US intelligence report 
indicates that Iran wants to "avenge 
that killing,” and has “potential 
for other more complex attacks” 
against Americans in Iraq.

 ¡ The Trump administration in recent 
weeks has imposed additional 
economic sanctions on Iran and the 
US has also increased its military 
presence in the Gulf region.

 ¡ A nuclear-powered submarine, 
the USS Georgia, escorted by two 
guided-missile cruisers, transited 
the Strait of Hormuz into the Gulf 
on December 21, the US Navy 
announced.

 ¡ The US deployed the USS Nimitz to 
the Gulf at the end of November 
after Iran swore to revenge the 
killing of its nuclear scientist 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh.

War of Words
 ¡ Iran's Foreign Minister Javad Zarif 

charged that the US was creating a 
pretext for war.

 ¡ President Donald Trump has fuelled 
some of the uncertainty, reportedly 
asking in a mid-November meeting 
for military options he could use 
against Iran. He then threatened 
Iran after a December 21 attack 
on the US embassy in Baghdad 
that senior US officials, including 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 
attributed to Iraqi militias affiliated 
with Tehran.

 ¡ Trump then offered "some friendly 
health advice to Iran: If one 
American is killed, I will hold Iran 
responsible. Think it over."

 ¡ Three US defence officials told a 
media channel that Iran has been 
moving additional weaponry into 
Iraq, including short range ballistic 

missiles, an arsenal that officials 
believe could be used to strike 
American targets.

 ¡ The second senior military official 
said that the US has intelligence 
indicating that militia groups have 
been meeting with elements of 
Iran's Quds Force, an expeditionary 

military force that Soleimani 

previously led, later adding that 

the US had evidence of militias 

planning for complex attacks in 

Iraq that would require Iranian 

assistance to be successful.

Way Forward

 ¡ Iran is under pressure to counter 

the repeated attempts by the 

US and its allies to scuttle its 

influence. Late last month, Mohsen 

Fakhrizadeh, a top scientist, was 

killed inside Iran, allegedly by 

Israeli agents. But in a quest for 

revenge, Iran should not sleep-

walk into the trap of provocation. 

Under any circumstance, attacks 

on diplomatic missions cannot 

be accepted. It should rein in 

the militia groups in Iraq that it 

supports. It must give the Biden 

administration a chance to reboot 

diplomacy, which is in the larger 

interests of Tehran as well as the 

wider west Asia.                              

General Studies Paper- II
Topic: 

 ¾ Bilateral, regional and global 
groupings and agreements 
involving India and/or affecting 
India's interests.

Q. Increased used of proxies by nations in fighting indirect wars are counterproductive and endangers 
the peace process while entangling many international issues with it. Comment on the given statements 
in light of US-Iran relations which were marked by assassinations and counter attacks.
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Wistron Episode and Labour Codes06

Why in News?

 ¡ On December 12, contract workers 

ransacked Wistron’s iPhone 

assembly factory in Karnataka, at 

Narsapura in Kolar district, about 

80 kilometres from Bengaluru. 

There are reports that property 

worth Rs. 50 crore was damaged, 

and many workers sent to jail. The 

factory which began production 

in July, employed about 2,000 

permanent workers and 7,000 

contract workers. The factory does 

not have a labour union.

 ¡ The reason is said to be the 

reported non-payment, or only 

partial payment, of wages, or its 

delay, and flouting of labour laws, 

such as non-issuance of the wage 

contract, and employing women 

workers in night shift without 

providing adequate safety.

Background

 ¡ Amid the health pandemic and the 

lockdown, a few State governments 

sensed an opportunity to quickly 

ram through pieces of legislation 

or ordinances to whittle down the 

labour laws. It was purportedly 

to attract foreign capital seeking 

alternative locations to China, 

considering rising geopolitical 

tensions. The reform effectively 

knocks down the foundations of 

national labour laws by paring 

down many protective laws. 

 ¡ India’s labour laws are indeed a 

cumbersome web — some 47 

central laws and 200 State laws, 

mostly applicable to organised 

sector workers — requiring 

rationalisation. Efforts to 

consolidate them have been on 

for quite a while, but with modest 

progress for lack of agreement 

among the stakeholders and the 

complexity of the legal frame.

 ¡ In 2019, the government 

consolidated 29 central laws into 

four labour codes and introduced 

bills in Parliament. The codes 

concern: industrial relations; 

occupational safety, health and 

working conditions; social security, 

and wages. The Code on Wages 

Bill, 2019 was passed in 2019 and 

the remaining three in September 

in 2020, but without adequate 

consultation with the stakeholders 

and legislative scrutiny.

Changes Introduced

 ¡ Industrial Relations Code Bill, 2020

 ¡ Establishments employing 

up to 300 workers to layoff 

and retrench workers or close 

units without prior approval 

of the government; thereby 

pushing out a large section of 

workers employed in numerous 

medium-sized enterprises from 

the ambit of industrial disputes 

legislation. Earlier this threshold 

was 100 workers.

 ¡ Making hiring easier: Law 

prescribes a single licence for 

staffing firms to hire contract 

workers. It has increased the 

threshold limit of contractor 

employees from the earlier 

norm of 20 to 50.

 ¡ “Strike” now includes mass 

casual leave by 50% of the 

workforce employed by any 

firm. It also introduces new 

conditions for carrying out a 

legal strike. The time period 

for arbitration proceedings has 
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been included in the conditions 

for workers before going on a 

legal strike as against only the 

time for conciliation at present.

 ¡ No person employed in any 

industrial establishment shall 

go on strike without a 60-day 

notice and during the pendency 

of proceedings before a 

Tribunal or a National Industrial 

Tribunal and sixty days after the 

conclusion of such proceedings.

 ¡ At present, a person employed 

in a public utility service cannot 

go on strike unless they give 

notice for a strike within six 

weeks before going on strike or 

within fourteen days of giving 

such notice, which the IR Code 

now proposes to apply for all 

the industrial establishments.

 ¡ It has also proposed to set up 

a re-skilling fund for training 

of retrenched workers with 

contribution from the employer, 

of an amount equal to 15 days 

last drawn by the worker.

 ¡ Social Security Code Bill, 2020

 ¡ It proposes a National Social 

Security Board which shall 

recommend to the central 

government for formulating 

suitable schemes for different 

sections of unorganised 

workers, gig workers and 

platform workers.

 ¡ Also, aggregators employing gig 

workers will have to contribute 

1-2% of their annual turnover 

for social security, with the total 

contribution not exceeding 5% 

of the amount payable by the 

aggregator to gig and platform 

workers.

 ¡ It brings together the provident 

fund (PF), the employees’ state 

insurance (ESI), maternity 

benefits, gratuity and other 

entitlements under a simplified 

single law.

 ¡ The laws pins liability on the 

employer and the contractor and 

makes PDS benefits transferable 

for migrant workers. It also 

stipulates toll-free numbers 

and assistance cells to help free 

bonded labour.

 ¡ Occupational Safety, Health and 

Working Conditions Code Bill, 2020

 ¡ It has defined inter-state migrant 

workers as the worker who has 

come on their own from one 

state and obtained employment 

in another state, earning up to 

Rs. 18,000 a month.

 ¡ It brings together all laws 

relating to health and hazardous 

working conditions.

 ¡ The proposed definition makes 

a distinction from the present 

definition of only contractual 

employment.

 ¡ It has dropped the earlier 

provision for temporary 

accommodation for workers 

near the worksites and has 

proposed a journey allowance, 

a lump sum amount of fare to 

be paid by the employer for to 

and fro journey of the worker to 

their native place from the place 

of their employment.

Need for Strong Labour Laws

 ¡ An obvious, function of labour 

law is to protect workers from 

wage fluctuations, sub-standard 

or dangerous working conditions, 

and precarious and insecure 

employment. Without them 

workers and employers would enjoy 

unbridled ‘freedom of contract’ as 

simply buyers and sellers of labour. 

This by itself is not undesirable, 

provided parties are equally placed. 

But freedom of contract between 

two greatly unequal parties would 

mean that the stronger party could 

indiscriminately impose their will 

on the weaker one.

 ¡ In a perfectly ‘free’ and ‘flexible’ 

labour market, one without any 

labour protections, discriminatory 

employment, subsistence wages, 

underage labour etc. could all 

be justified and protected as 

simply ‘market forces at play’. 

By putting limitations on the 

freedom of employers to negotiate 

unconscionable employment 

contracts, labour laws such as the 

Industrial Employment (Standing 

Orders) Act, 1946, to some extent, 

correct the inequality between 

workers and employers in a free 

market. In other words, they 

redistribute legal power between 

individual workers and employers.

 ¡ Labour laws redistribute wealth. 

Employment is more than just 

paying people for productive work. 

It is through (living) wages and 

other benefits such as dearness 

allowance, gratuity, bonus, 

provident fund, pensions etc. 

that workers share in the wealth 

that they help generate. Without 

these obligations imposed by law, 

employers would just retain a larger 

portion of the pie, transferring 
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Q.  Diluting labour laws and labour protection to attract foreign investment could be counter-productive 
as it may lead to high technological industries exploiting India’s cheap labour resulting in economic 
inequalities. Discuss.

General Studies  Paper- III

Topic: 
 ¾ Indian Economy and issues 

relating to planning, 
mobilization of resources, 
growth, development and 
employment.

Topic: 
 ¾ Effects of liberalization on the 

economy, changes in industrial 
policy and their effects on 
industrial growth.

only the bare minimum as wages 

to workers. And this sharing 

of wealth not only goes to the 

workers individually but to their 

families and to workers as a class.

 ¡ Labour laws help redistribute 

economic and political power. 

Laws against arbitrary termination 

of employment, collective 

bargaining, freedom of association 

and industrial actions, enable, 

to some extent, workers to 

accumulate bargaining power 

vis-à-vis their employers. This is 

what gives them the ability to 

enforce laws, negotiate better 

employment terms and participate 

in the management of firms. 

Without this, all other protections 

are superfluous. And this is why 

even within labour laws, industrial 

relation laws have been the main 

focus of reforms. The Industrial 

Relations Code Bill, 2020 also, 

among other things, restricts 

workers from going on strike 

without providing at least a 60-day 

notice and allows companies with 

up to 300 workers (increasing the 

earlier threshold of 100 workers) 

to fire their workers without prior 

government approval.

Way Forward

 ¡ Diluting labour rights and 

protections, an important tenet 

of neoliberal policies, has been 

accompanied by increasing 

economic inequality everywhere, 

both in rich and poor countries. 

None other than the International 

Monetary Fund finds that weak 

labour market institutions such 

as lower union density and fall in 

wages have intensified inequality.

 ¡ The Wistron episode has 

highlighted how the government 

has short-changed workers, as 

the length of the 

working day was 

unilaterally raised 

from eight hours 

to 12 hours in 

October, undoing 

the principal 

provision of the 

Factory Act, 1948. 

The State Labour 

D e p a r t m e n t 

has reportedly 

admitted the flaw 

in the ordinance, 

in its letter to the 

Secretary, Ministry 

of Labour and Employment at 

the Centre. If the “principal 

employers” (Wistron in this case) 

and their labour contractors view 

the reforms as unbridled “hunting 

licence”, such legal changes are 

bound to unleash a backlash, 

sooner than later. The Wistron 

episode seems proof of this. 
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Bleaching of World's Coral Reefs : UNEP's Report07

Why in News?

 ¡ Every one of the world’s coral 

reefs could bleach by the end 

of the century, unless there are 

drastic reductions in greenhouse-

gas emissions, the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) 

has warned. 

Background

 ¡ Coral reefs are incredibly important 

and sustain a wide variety of marine 

life. They also protect coastlines 

from erosions from waves and 

storms, sink carbon and nitrogen 

and help recycle nutrients.  

 ¡ Their loss would have devastating 

consequences not only for marine 

life, but also for over a billion 

people globally who benefit 

directly or indirectly from them.

 ¡ Increasingly frequent severe coral 

bleaching is among the greatest 

threats to coral reefs posed by 

climate change. Global climate 

models (GCMs) project great 

spatial variation in the timing of 

annual severe bleaching (ASB) 

conditions; a point at which reefs 

are certain to change and recovery 

will be limited.

 ¡ Among the goals of the Paris 

Agreement adopted at the UNFCCC 

Conference of Parties (COP) in 

2015 is to hold temperature “well 

below” 2°C while also pursuing 

efforts to stay below 1.5°C. This 

legally binding agreement entered 

into force 4 November 2016.

 ¡ Coral reef futures vary greatly 

among and within countries. Coral 

reef climate losers and winners 

occur in all of the ocean basins; 

however, some countries have 

more climate winners than others. 

Five of the 20 countries with 

the greatest total reef area have 

more than 20% climate winners 

(i.e. projected ASB after 2053), 

including: Egypt (37%), Australia 

(29%), Cuba (22%), Bahamas (21%), 

and India (20%).

 ¡ Five of the 20 countries with the 

greatest reef area have less than 

5% of pixels that are relative 

climate losers (i.e., projected ASB 

before 2033), including: Saudi 

Arabia (33%), Egypt (33%), Papua 

New Guinea (8%), Madagascar 

(7%), and Bahamas (5%).

Corals are Animals

 ¡ Corals are animals that create their 

own skeleton to help support them. 

These animals live in shallow warm 

waters around the world using 

sunlight to synthesize their sugar-

based food. Reefs are not just 

“beautiful ecosystems” renowned 

for their biological diversity, they 

are also crucial to life on Earth. 

 ¡ Almost 25 per cent of all marine life 

lives on a reef at some point and so 

without them many species of fish 

that we eat wouldn't exist. Corals 

provide a natural protection for 

our coastlines, for example against 

tsunamis. They also support 

people’s livelihoods in the form of 

fishing and tourism and contribute 

350 billion annually to the global 

economy.  So, there are many 

reasons we should save them.

Coral bleaching 

 ¡ When water temperatures 

rise, corals expel the vibrant 

microscopic algae living in their 

tissues. This phenomenon is called 

coral bleaching. Though bleached 

corals are still alive and can recover 

their algae, if conditions improve. 

However, the loss puts them under 

increased stressed, and if the 

bleaching persists, the corals die. 

 ¡ The last global bleaching event 

started in 2014 and extended 

well into 2017. It spread across 

the Pacific, Indian and Atlantic 

oceans, and was the longest, most 

pervasive and destructive coral 

bleaching incident ever recorded. 

 ¡ In its report Projections of Future 

Coral Bleaching Conditions, UNEP 

outlines the links between coral 

bleaching and climate change. It 

postulates two possible scenarios: 

a “worst-case scenario” of the 

world economy heavily driven by 

fossil fuels; and a “middle-of-the-

road” wherein countries exceed 

their current pledges to limit 

carbon emissions by 50 per cent. 

 ¡ Under the fossil-fuel-heavy 

scenario, the report estimates that 

every one of the world’s reefs will 

bleach by the end of the century, 

with annual severe bleaching 

occurring on average by 2034, 

nine years ahead of predictions 

published three years ago.  
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 ¡ This would mark the point of no 

return for reefs, compromising 

their ability to supply a range of 

ecosystem services, including 

food, coastal protection, medicines 

and recreation opportunities, the 

report warns. Should countries 

achieve the “middle-of-the-road” 

scenario, severe bleaching could be 

delayed by eleven years, to 2045, 

adds UNEP.

Life below Water and the UN
 ¾ Conserving and sustainably using the 

oceans, seas and marine resources is 
the central focus of SDG 14 one of 
17 goals of the UN’s 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

 ¾ The world’s oceans – their 
temperature, chemistry, currents 
and life – drive global systems 
that make the Earth habitable for 
humankind. 

 ¾ Our rainwater, drinking water, 
weather, climate, coastlines, much 
of our food, and even the oxygen in 
the air we breathe, are all ultimately 
provided and regulated 
by the sea.

 ¾ Over 3 billion people 
depend on marine and 
coastal biodiversity for 
their livelihood.

Corals in India

 ¡ The Coral reefs in India are mainly 

restricted to the Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands, Gulf of Mannar, 

Gulf of Kutch, Palk Strait and the 

Lakshadweep islands. 

 ¡ All of these reefs are Fringing 

reefs, except Lakshadweep which 

are Atolls. There are Patchy corals 

present along the inter-tidal areas 

of the central west coast like the 

intertidal regions of Ratnagiri, 

Gaveshani Bank etc. 

 ¡ The Hermatypic corals are also 

present along the sea shore 

from Kollam in Kerala to Enayam 

Puthenthurai in Tamilnadu.

 ¡ The Major Institutions in India 

involved in the management, 

monitoring and research on Coral 

reefs are the Ministry of Earth 

Sciences, the Zoological Survey 

of India, Central Marine Fisheries 

Research Institute, Madurai 

Kamaraj University, Annamalai 

University, National Centre for 

Earth Science Studies, National 

Institute of Ocean Technology, 

National Institute of Oceanography, 

India etc. 

 ¡ The Space Applications Centre in 

Ahmedabad is involved in the data 

collection of areas under Coral 

reefs using remote sensing.

Conserving Corals

 ¡ Over the past few years, there’s 

been a steady increase and interest 

in a number of coral conservation 

activities that fall into the broad 

category of restoration. These 

include coral gardening, breeding 

corals in tanks and transplanting 

them onto reefs and growing corals 

on artificial reef structures in the 

water.

 ¡ While coral reef sustainability 

depends largely on reducing carbon 

emissions, identifying reefs that are 

likely to respond - or importantly, 

not respond - to local management 

is critical to targeting development 

and management strategies to 

build the well-being of the millions 

of people dependent on coral reefs 

across the globe.

 ¡ Another approach is to restoration 

is to select or genetically engineer 

corals that have particular traits—

such as the ability to thrive in hot 

water—breed these corals in lab 

aquaria and out-plant them onto 

reefs.

Way Forward

 ¡ Controlling anthropogenic factors 

and limiting climate crisis is one 

of the topmost priorities of the 

century. The pandemic has exposed 

the human vulnerabilities to the 

nature and need to have peace with 

it. Danger to the corals is needed to 

be addressed in urgent manner. It is 

one of the signs that harbinger the 

threats of climate crisis. Adherence 

to protocol limits and adoption of 

greener technologies are needed 

to implement the changes at 
human levels.                 

General Studies Paper- III

Topic: 
 ¾ Conservation, environmental 

pollution and degradation, 

environmental impact 

assessment.

Q. Discuss the impact of coral reefs in the environment. Also highlight the threats faced by coral reefs 
all over the world and the measures can be taken to contain such situation.
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Coronavirus in Antarctica01

IMPORTANT BRAIN BOOSTERS7

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ Recently, at least 36 people at a 

Chilean research station in Antarctica 
have been found infected with the 

novel coronavirus. This is the first 
instance of the virus on the icy, 

southernmost continent. 

2. Habitation and Infection in Antarctica
 ¾ Antarctica is uninhabited except for those manning the nearly 60 permanent stations 

established by several countries, including India, for carrying out scientific research.

 ¾ The infected people were stationed at the General Bernardo O’Higgins Riquelme, located 
on the northernmost tip of Antarctica, facing the southern Chilean coast. All have been 
evacuated, and put in isolation in Chile.

3. Indian Stations in Antarctica
 ¾ The two Indian permanent stations, Maitri and Bharati, are at least 5,000 km away from 

the Chilean base.

 ¾ National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) in Goa is the nodal agency for India’s 
scientific expeditions in Antarctica and the Arctic. The two Indian stations are themselves 
separated by almost 3,000 km.

 ¾ Following the Covid epidemic, an international protocol for working in the Antarctica 
has been agreed upon. There is practically no interaction amongst scientists of different 
countries. 

 ¾ The team that is nearest to Indian station is Russians, which is about 10 km away. 

 ¾ The Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programs, comprising 30 countries, had 
decided early in the pandemic to cut team sizes and limit the number of people at the 

stations. 

 ¾ All major research projects were halted, tourism was cancelled, and several facilities were 
shut.

4. Precautions India Taking
 ¾ About 50 people are supposed to return to 

Antarctica next month, have been quarantined 
in a hotel in Goa. They are being tested every 
five days.

 ¾ The team will travel to Antarctica directly from 
Goa, unlike in normal times, when it travels to 
South Africa and then boards a ship from Cape 

Town for the remaining distance.

 ¾ Precautions are being taken to ensure that no 
one gets infected during the journey, which will 
take about a month.  

 ¾ The ship will have to refuel once, maybe in 

Mauritius. People would continue to be tested 
on board, and if someone tests positive, there 
are contingency plans to isolate and, if possible, 
deboard them on the way.

5. Covid Impact on India’s 
Antarctic Programme

 ¾ Apart from personnel at the 

two permanent stations, several 
Indian researchers head to 
Antarctica every year for their 
own projects. 

 ¾ Antarctica is extremely conducive 
to carrying out a variety of 
experiments, especially those 
related to weather and climate 

change, because of its unpolluted 
environment.

 ¾ Indian scientists usually head 
to Antarctica in November or 
December, and remain there 

until April. This year no such 
group could go to Antarctica.

6. Indian Antarctic Programme
 ¾ The Indian Antarctic Program is a multi-

disciplinary, multi-institutional program 
under the control of the National Centre 
for Polar and Ocean Research, Ministry 
of Earth Sciences, Government of India. 

 ¾ It was initiated in 1981 with the first 
Indian expedition to Antarctica. 

 ¾ The program gained global acceptance 
with India's signing of the Antarctic 
Treaty and subsequent construction of 
the Dakshin Gangotri Antarctic research 
base in 1983, superseded by the Maitri 
base from 1989.

 ¾ The newest base commissioned in 

2012 is Bharati, constructed out of 134 
shipping containers. 

 ¾ Under the program, atmospheric, 
biological, earth, chemical, and medical 
sciences are studied by India, which has 
carried out 30 scientific expeditions to 
the Antarctic as of 14 October 2010.
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Electoral Bonds and Right to Information Act02

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ The Central Information Commission, 
the highest appellate authority under 
the Right to Information Act, has 
ruled that there is no public interest 

in disclosing details of electoral bond 
scheme donors. The body rejected 

a plea for making the information 
public, saying it will violate provisions 
of the RTI Act itself.

2. Background
 ¾ The Commission upheld the arguments of the State Bank of India (SBI) that the 

information sought by Pune-based RTI activist Vihar Durve was personal in nature held 
by it in fiduciary capacity.

 ¾ Durve had sought details of donor and donee of electoral bonds from the books of 
accounts of State Bank of India branches designated to sell these bonds.

 ¾ After the denial of information by the SBI, Durve approached the commission where 
he argued that the SBI was supposed to uphold public interest and not the interest of 
political parties.

 ¾ He said the SBI was not in fiduciary capacity with any political party and hence has no 
legal duty to maximize the benefit of any public or private sector bank; there was no 
relationship of "trust" between them.

 ¾ Durve had asked that the information was to be disclosed in the interest of transparency 
and accountability.

 ¾ The SBI, citing Electoral Bonds Scheme, 2018, said information about buyers of bonds 
shall remain confidential and will not be shared with any authority for any purpose.

3. Electoral Bond Scheme
 ¾ The government had notified the Electoral Bond Scheme in 2018.

 ¾ It was touted as an alternative to cash donations and to ensure transparency in political 
funding.

 ¾ As per the provisions of the scheme, electoral bonds may be purchased by an Indian citizen 
or a company incorporated or established in India.

 ¾ Only political parties registered under Section 29A of the Representation of the Peoples 
Act, 1951 and has secured no less than one per cent votes in the last Lok Sabha elections 
are eligible to receive electoral bonds.

 ¾ The electoral accounts are issued by the SBI. The electoral bonds can be purchased in the 
months of January, April, July and October.

 ¾ Political parties are allotted a verified account by the Election Commission and all the 
electoral bond transactions are done through this account only.

 ¾ Non-disclosure of names of donors would add to the woes of the Indian democracy, say 
critics.

4. RTI Act
 ¾ The RTI Act mandates that any Indian citizen is free to seek any information from any public or government authority and the authority 

is under liability to respond to such a request within a period of 30 days from the date of receiving such an application. However, the 
information sought must not be related to defence, national security, or personal details.

 ¾ Before the advent of the RTI act, the disclosure of information in India was restricted by the Official Secrets Act and some other special 
laws. The RTI Act relaxed many such laws in the country.

 ¾ As per section 4 of RTI Act, it is obligatory on every public authority to provide as much information suo moto to the public at regular 
intervals through various means of communications, including internet, so that the public have access to maximum information with 
minimum resort to the use of this Act to obtain information.

 ¾ The RTI act has also made it mandatory for computerizing the records for the purpose of wide spread relay so that any information 
sought by the public can be processed quickly aided by the information categorization.

 ¾ Section 8 of the RTI Act prohibits sharing of third-party information without written consent of the third party. However, the section 
also says that the information can be shared if the information officer is convinced that it would serve “larger public interest”.
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COVID-19 has led to Child Marriage03

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ The Global Girlhood Report 2020 says 
that at least half-a-million girls are 
now at risk of being victims of forced 
child marriages as this year comes to 
an end. Up to 2.5 million girls may be 
married early due to the pandemic 

over the next five years, says a Save 
the Children report. 

 ¾ United Nations Population Fund’s 
(UNFPA) State of World Population 
Report, 2020, observed that child 
marriage has been shown to increase 
during humanitarian crises caused by 
natural disasters or conflicts.

2. Deepening Crisis
 ¾ An estimated 1.5 million underage girls in India and 12 million underage girls worldwide 

get married each year, according to the United Nations, which defines child marriage as 
"both formal marriages and informal unions in which a girl or boy lives with a partner 
as if married before the age of 18."

 ¾ South Asia is home to the largest number of child brides, says UNICEF. Of 650 million 
women and girls in the world who were married before their 18th birthday, 285 million 
or more than 40% are in South Asia.

 ¾ UNFPA says coronavirus restrictions may delay interventions against child marriage 
and cause a long-lasting economic downturn that will push more families into poverty, 
which is a key driver of child marriage.

3. Provisions against Child Marriage
 ¾ The Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929: Also known as Sarda Act, was a law enacted to 

restrain the practices of Child Marriage. In the case of Sushila Gothala vs. State of Rajasthan 

the court stated that the minimum required age for marriage is 18 years for girls and 21 

years for boys.

 ¾ The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act of 2006: Marriageable age for a male is prescribed as 

21 years and that of a female is 18 years. A decree of nullity can be obtained by a girl who 

has entered into a child marriage within 2 years of attaining the age of 18 years.

 ¾ Child Marriage is prohibited in India as per the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006.

4. Law Commission of India, 205 Report on Child Marriage, 2008 
 ¾ The child marriage below 18 for both girls and boys should be prohibited. 

 ¾ The marriage below the age of 16 be made void and while those between 16 and 18 

be made voidable. 

 ¾ The provision relating to maintenance and custody should apply to both void and 

voidable marriages. 

 ¾ Registration of marriage is made compulsory.

5. Social Challenges
 ¾ Child marriage brings with it the prospect of early pregnancy. 

 ¾ At a time when access to reproductive and sexual health services are not easily available, the life of the girl and her unborn child are 
at much greater risk. 

 ¾ One reason, cited by parents, in several surveys is that marriage is way of ensuring the girl child’s safety at a time when many young 
men are out of jobs and seen as posing a danger to young girls. There have been many instances, according to NGOs, of young men 
harassing young girls in several places, a reason why marriage is seen as a safety net.

 ¾ The pandemic has led to increased reports of gender-based violence around the world, with an estimated one in 10 girls having 
experienced rape or sexual violence

 ¾ The UN expects an additional two million cases of female genital mutilation to take place over the next 10 years because of the 
pandemic
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Coastal Surveillance Radar Network04

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ As part of efforts to further expand 
the coastal radar chain network 
meant to enable real time monitoring 
of the high seas for threats as also 
expand India’s assistance for capacity 
building to Indian Ocean littoral states, 
efforts are in advanced stages to set 
up coastal radar stations in Maldives, 
Myanmar and Bangladesh, according 
to defence sources.

2. Coastal Surveillance Radar Network
 ¾ With sea-based terror and piracy on the rise in the Indian Ocean, India needs to bolster 

its maritime ISR (intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance) capabilities. 

 ¾ The original purpose of the Corporate Social Responsibilities (CSR) initiative is to allow 
the Indian Navy and Coast Guard heightened maritime domain awareness to prevent 
incidents like the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks. Pakistan-based terrorists exploited Indian 
authorities’ poor coastal awareness and control to infiltrate the Maharashtra coast. 

 ¾ Indian perceptions of coastal terror threats continue to endure. 

 ¾ Also, according to Indian estimates, pirates based off the coast of Somalia were shifting 
their operations into Indian Ocean sea lanes, approaching the Indian Coast.

 ¾ Mauritius, Seychelles and Sri Lanka have already been integrated into the country’s 
coastal radar chain network. Similar plans are in the pipeline with Maldives and Myanmar 
and discussions are on-going with Bangladesh and Thailand. 

 ¾ The CSR network is not just an Indian project borne of anxiety about China’s forays into 
the Indian Ocean.

3. Nodal Agency
 ¾ The Indian Navy’s Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC) located in 

Gurugram which was set up after the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks is the nodal agency for 
maritime data fusion.

 ¾ As part of information exchange regarding traffic on the high seas, the Navy has been 
authorised by the government to conclude white shipping agreements with 36 countries 
and three multilateral constructs. 

 ¾ So far agreements have been concluded with 22 countries and one multilateral construct. 
Of these, 17 agreements and the one multilateral construct have been operationalised.

4. Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region
 ¾ The IFC has been established at Gurugram, India and is 

collocated with Information Management and Analysis Centre 
which is jointly administered by the Indian Navy and Indian 
Coast Guard. 

 ¾ IFC-IOR had established itself as the hub of maritime security 
information in the IOR through white shipping exchange 
agreements with 21 countries and 20 maritime security centres.

 ¾ The IFC-IOR stems from the importance of the Indian Ocean to 
world trade and security, and the need for the various maritime 
nations and organisations to collaborate towards enhancing 
maritime safety and security on the seas of this region.

 ¾ IFC-IOR will help interface and integrate, wherein, all partners 
and stakeholders would benefit from each other’s best practices 
and expertise.

 ¾ At IFC-IOR which is meant to promote Maritime Domain 
Awareness, three more International Liaison Officers (ILO) is 
expected to join soon. ILOs from France, Japan and the US have 
already joined the centre. 

5. SAGAR
 ¾ In March 2015, Prime Minister Narendra unveiled India’s 

strategic vision for the Indian Ocean: Security and Growth for 

All in the Region (SAGAR).

 ¾ SAGAR seeks to differentiate India’s leadership from the 

modus operandi of other regionally active major powers and 

to reassure littoral states as India’s maritime influence grows.

 ¾ The Indian Navy has demonstrated its capability to assume 

the role of a ‘net security provider’ in the IOR in recent years 

by positioning itself as a “first responder” along the Indian 

Ocean littorals. 

 ¾ SAGAR has both various distinct and inter-related elements 

– such as deepening economic and security cooperation in 

the littorals, enhancing capacities to safeguard land and 

maritime territories, working towards sustainable regional 

development, Blue Economy, and promoting collective action 

to deal with non-traditional threats like natural disasters, 

piracy, terrorism etc.



DHYEYA IAS
most trusted since 2003

Weekly 
Current Affairs

www.dhyeyaias.com
23 JANUARY-2021 N ISSUE 01

NGT Panel for Protection of Mahanadi Floodplain05

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ National Green Tribunal (NGT) has 

asked the Odisha state government to 

make rules regarding the protection 

of Mahanadi floodplains and to set 

up uniform norms to protect the river 

flood plains from various construction 

works.

2. Background
 ¾ Taking a dim view of Naveen Patnaik government’s attempts to reclaim the river bed of 

Mahanadi near Cuttack to expand the SCB Medical College and Hospital, the NGT has 
formed a panel of experts from the Central Water Commission, National Institute of 
Hydrology and state and central pollution control board for laying down norms to ensure 
that the construction of the medical college and river front development takes place 
without damage to the flood plains of the river.

 ¾ The NGT order came in response to a petition filed by Dilip Samantray, a Cuttack-based 
citizen to the state government’s plan of transforming the state-run SCB Medical College 
and Hospital into an “AIIMS Plus” institute with an expenditure of Rs 1000 crore earlier 
this year. 

 ¾ Samantray in his petition had alleged that illegal construction activities such as 
Panchamukhi Hanuman Temple, paddy threshing ground and proposed structures such 
as toilet, graveyard, market complex, Kalyan mandap and other activities adversely affect 
the river ecology and disturbed the flow of Mahanadi river.

3. No National Laws to Protect Flood Plains
 ¾ The NGT said there is no central legislation to regulate the flood plains, except an October 

2016 notification issued by the Ministry of Water Resources, River Development, and Ganga 
Rejuvenation, with respect to Ganga river, under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, 
prohibiting any construction in the active floodplain area of river Ganga or its tributaries.

 ¾ The Water Resources Ministry circulated a model Bill on the subject in 1975 but the same 
did not fructify into law. 

 ¾ There are some State Acts like Manipur Flood Zoning Act, 1978 and the Uttarakhand Flood 
Plain Zoning Act, 2012. 

 ¾ The Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017 prohibit any permanent 
constructions within 50 meters of the Wetlands, from the mean high flood level in the past 
10 years from the commencement of the rules.

 ¾ In Maharashtra, there are norms for demarcating regulatory and prohibitory zones in the 
floodplains of the rivers. 

 ¾ Odisha did not appear to have any legislative and administrative measures regulating and 
prohibiting activities in the floodplain zones of the rivers in the state.

4. Conservation of Flood Plains
 ¾ Damage to floodplains harms the riverine ecosystem, lessens 

groundwater recharge capacity and poses threats of flash 

floods. Enforcement of floodplain zoning regulation is a must 

to avert floods.

 ¾ The lack of regulation and enforcement of land use in the 

floodplains added to the severity of the damage. 

 ¾ Floodplains provide the space for rivers to spread their waters. 

When this space is missing due to encroachments, the river 

surges up and creates destruction.

 ¾ The National Disaster Management Authority’s (NDMA) 

guideline on ‘management of floods’ has a section on 

enforcement and regulation related to floodplain zoning. But it 

is just a guideline and has not been enforced. 

5. National Green Tribunal
 ¾ NGT has been established in 2010, under the National Green 

Tribunal Act, 2010 for effective and expeditious disposal of 

cases relating to environmental protection and conservation 

of forests and other natural resources including enforcement 

of any legal right relating to environment and giving relief 

and compensation for damages to persons and property and 

for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

 ¾ It is a specialized body equipped with the necessary 

expertise to handle environmental disputes involving multi-

disciplinary issues. 

 ¾ The Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down 

under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided 

by principles of natural justice.
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DTH Television Distribution Sector with 100% FDI06

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ Recently, the Union Cabinet has 

approved the revised scheme for 

the Direct-to-Home (DTH) television 

distribution sector with 100% FDI. 

2. Current Scenario
 ¾  Many broadcasters now have a live Internet presence, and newer screen casting 

technologies pair mobiles to large screen TVs. In such an environment of flux, some 

existing players have combined technologies, incorporating DTH, Internet service and 

Over The Top (OTT). 

 ¾ India is one of the biggest single markets for audiences, with an estimated 200 million 

cable and satellite households, and regulation favouring the consumer is warranted.

 ¾ According to a TRAI report, the DTH industry has an active subscriber base of 72.44 

million paying customers in the quarter ended March 31. This was in addition to free 

DTH services of public broadcaster Doordarshan. 

 ¾ Tata Sky with a share of 32.33 per cent was leading in the segment, followed by DishTV 

with 29.49 per cent. Bharti Telemedia (23.65 per cent) and Sun Direct TV (14.53 per cent).

 ¾ The commerce and industry ministry had earlier provided for 100 per cent FDI in DTH. 

But, due to I&B guidelines, it was restricted to 49 per cent.

3. Challenges for DTH Operators
 ¾ The DTH operators have been facing a challenge from high bandwidth Internet and new 

generation entertainment providers using OTT channels that are chipping away at their 

urban viewer base so valuable to advertisers. 

 ¾ The DTH operators have been arguing that, since TRAI issued the New Tariff Order (NTO) 

for television in 2019, they have become mere carriers of channels and bouquets, with no 

pricing powers for these. 

 ¾ The broadcasters, on the other hand, have approached the courts against the amended 

NTO issued in January, which increased the available channels for a mandated network 

capacity fee paid to platforms like DTH, reduced the maximum price of pay channels in 

bouquets, and curbed price rigging using bouquet arrangements.

4. Highlights of the New Norm
 ¾ Under the new norms, the licence period will go up to 20 years from the present 10. 

 ¾ The fee has been reduced to 8% of Adjusted Gross Revenue, after setting off service 

tax, as opposed to 10% on Gross Revenue now. 

 ¾ The proposal for a reduction in the licence fee has been on the backburner for six years 

since the regulator, TRAI, recommended it. 

 ¾ DTH operators will be permitted to operate to a maximum of 5 per cent of its total 

channel carrying capacity as permitted to platform channels.

 ¾ A one-time non-refundable registration fee of Rs.10,000 per PS channel shall be 

charged from a DTH operator

 ¾ In another decision, the Cabinet also approved the merger of four of its film media 

units — Films Division, Directorate of Film Festivals, National Film Archives of India, 

and Children’s Film Society, India — with the National Film Development Corporation 

(NFDC) Ltd.

5. Advantages of New Amended 
DTH Guidelines

 ¾ There is relief among the DTH players 

on the licence fee decision, although 

the Indian Broadcasting Foundation 

would like to see further liberalisation 

in the removal of cross media 

ownership restrictions.

 ¾ The amended DTH guidelines, the 

government said, with longer licence 

period and clarity on renewals, relaxed 

FDI limits, etc, will ensure a fair degree 

of stability and new investments with 

employment opportunities.

 ¾ The government has also allowed DTH 

operators to share infrastructure. 
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MP’s Law to Stop Forced Conversions07

1. Why in News? 

 ¾ Recently, a special meeting of the 

Madhya Pradesh (MP’s) Cabinet 

cleared the Madhya Pradesh Dharma 

Svatantra Adhiniyam, 2020, also 

known as the Freedom of Religion 

Bill, 2020.

 ¾ The aim of the Bill is to stop forced 

religious conversions on the pretext 

of marriage, along with the use of 

force and misrepresentation, or other 

fraudulent means.

2. Highlights of the Law
 ¾ Once the Bill becomes law, a person who wants to undergo religious conversion of their 

own free will, and the priest who carries out the religious conversion, will have to give 
a notice to the district officer at least 60 days before the intended date of conversion.

 ¾ If the priest who is carrying out the religious conversion fails to inform the district official 
60 days in advance, they stand to be put in jail for 3-5 years, and pay a penalty of Rs 
50,000.

 ¾ In case of forced conversion, the person who has been converted, their parents and 
siblings, can report the alleged crime at the nearest police station.

 ¾ The new law also empowers the guardian or custodian to approach the court with their 
complaint, and subsequently get an order for an offence to be registered with the police.

 ¾ The offence is cognizable and non-bailable. 

 ¾ The sessions court is empowered to hear matters related to the Freedom of Religion Bill 
2020. The burden of proving innocence lies on the accused.

 ¾ The proposed law called the Madhya Pradesh Dharmik Swatantrata (Freedom of Religion) 
Bill 2020 says “Under this legislation, re-conversion to the ancestral religion will not be 
treated as conversion,” said the draft law, defining ancestral religion as the religion of the 
father of the person at the time of his birth.

3. Need for the New Law
 ¾ A similar law, MP Dharma Swatantra Adhiniyam, 1968, to curb religious conversions, is 

at present in force in the state. This law will be repealed, and will be replaced by the new 

Freedom of Religion Bill, 2020.

 ¾ Old law is ineffective in the present circumstances, and that its definitions are insufficient 

to stop forced conversions. 

 ¾ The new Bill has been formulated to ensure that the loopholes of the existing law are 

plugged, with more stringent punishment and increased penalties for those who break it.

 ¾ The Bill prohibits the use of misrepresentation, allurement, threat, force, undue influence, 

coercion, marriage or any fraudulent means for religious conversion. It also bars the use of 

abuse or conspiracy for religious conversion.

4. Punitive Actions under the Bill
 ¾ Any person carrying out religious conversions in violation of the procedure set out in 

the Bill will face an imprisonment of 1-5 years, and a minimum penalty of Rs 25,000.

 ¾ In case those being converted are minor, women, or members of a Scheduled Caste or 

Scheduled Tribe, the minimum punishment is a jail term of 2 years, which can go up to 

10 years, along with a minimum penalty of Rs 50,000.

 ¾ Those who use misrepresentation or impersonation — wherein they identify 

themselves from a different religion to befriend another person — and then indulge 

in conversion, will face a jail term of 3-10 years along with a minimum penalty of Rs 

50,000.

 ¾ For mass conversions with two or more people, a jail term of 5-10 years, with a 

minimum penalty of Rs 1 lakh, is prescribed. Repeat offenders who resort to unlawful 

means for religious conversion will face a jail term of 5-10 years.

5.  If a marriage takes place in 
contravention of the Law

 ¾ Such a marriage will be annulled 

under the proposed law. A child born 

out of such a marriage will have a 

right to their father’s property. 

 ¾ Both the woman and the child will be 

entitled to receive maintenance from 

the father even after the marriage has 

been made null and void.

 ¾ Religious organisations indulging in 

forced conversions will have their 

registration cancelled. Those indulging 

in mass conversions will also face a jail 

term up to 10 years, and a penalty of 

not less than Rs 1 lakh.
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Coronavirus in Antarctica01

Electoral Bonds and Right 
to Information Act

02

Q. With reference to the spread of coronavirus in Antarctica, 
consider the following statements:

1. India has two permanent stations in Antarctica.

2. National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research 

(NCPOR) in Goa is the nodal agency for India’s 

scientific expeditions in Antarctica. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2 d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)

Explanation:  Both the statements are correct. 

Antarctica is uninhabited except for those manning the nearly 

60 permanent stations established by several countries, 

including India, for carrying out scientific research. The two 

Indian permanent stations, Maitri and Bharati, are at least 5,000 

km away from the Chilean base. 

National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) 

in Goa is the nodal agency for India’s scientific expeditions in 

Antarctica and the Arctic. The two Indian stations are themselves 

separated by almost 3,000 km.                          

MCQ's WITH EXPLANATORY 

ANSWERS 
(Based on Brain Boosters)7

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only d) All of the above

Answer: (a) 

Explanation: Statement 1 and 2 are correct. The Central 

Information Commission, the highest appellate authority under 

the Right to Information Act, has ruled that there is no public 

interest in disclosing details of electoral bond scheme donors. 

The body rejected a plea for making the information public, 

saying it will violate provisions of the RTI Act itself.

Statement 3 is incorrect.  The electoral accounts are 

issued by the State Bank of India (SBI). The electoral bonds can 

be purchased in the months of January, April, July and October. 

Political parties are allotted a verified account by the Election 

Commission and all the electoral bond transactions are done 

through this account only. As per the provisions of the scheme, 

electoral bonds may be purchased by an Indian citizen or a 

company incorporated or established in India.              

Q. Consider the following statements:

1. Electoral Bond Scheme which was launched in 2018.  

2. Recent ruling by Central Information Commission 

has stated that revealing the names of donors in the 

Electoral Bond Scheme are not is public interest. 

3. Bonds can be purchased from SEBI under competitive 

bidding and even foreign investors can invest. 

COVID-19 has led to Child 
Marriage

03

Q. Consider the following statements:

1. In India, child marriage is prohibited by the Prohibition 

of Child Marriage Act of 2006, as per which the age of 

male should be 21 and female to be 18 years for being 

marriageable. 

2. Globally, most number of child marriages takes place 

in south Asia.

 Which of the following statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) 1 only b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2 d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)
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DTH  Television Distribution 
Sector with 100% FDI

06

NGT Panel for Protection 
of Mahanadi Floodplain

05

Coastal Surveillance 
Radar Network

04

Q. With reference to India’s Coastal Radar Network, consider 
the following statements:

1. India’s Coastal Radar Network is a part of SAGAR vision 

which is aimed to make India a ‘net security provider’ 

and a ‘first responder’ in Indian Ocean.

2. Mauritius, Seychelles, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka have 

already been integrated into the coastal radar chain 

network.

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2  d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

Statement 1 is correct. In March 2015, Prime Minister 

Narendra unveiled India’s strategic vision for the Indian Ocean: 

Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR). SAGAR seeks 

to differentiate India’s leadership from the modus operandi of 

other regionally active major powers and to reassure littoral 

states as India’s maritime influence grows. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Mauritius, Seychelles and Sri 

Lanka have already been integrated into the country’s coastal 

radar chain network. Similar plans are in the pipeline with 

Maldives and Myanmar and discussions are on-going with 

Bangladesh and Thailand.               

Explanation: Both the statements are correct. The 

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act of 2006: Marriageable age for 

a male is prescribed as 21 years and that of a female is 18 years. 

A decree of nullity can be obtained by a girl who has entered 

into a child marriage within 2 years of attaining the age of 18 

years. Child Marriage is prohibited in India as per the Prohibition 

of Child Marriage Act, 2006.

The Global Girlhood Report 2020 says that at least half-

a-million girls are now at risk of being victims of forced child 

marriages as this year comes to an end. Up to 2.5 million girls may 

be married early due to the pandemic over the next five years, 

says a Save the Children report. South Asia is home to the largest 

number of child brides, says UNICEF. Of 650 million women and 

girls in the world who were married before their 18th birthday, 

285 million or more than 40% are in South Asia.             

Q. Consider the following statements:

1. There are no national laws in India for conservation 

and management of river flood plains in India.

2. National Green Tribunal has recently asked Odisha 

state government for taking adequate measures to 

protect Mahanadi flood plains from construction 

activities.

3. There are stricter provisions laid by National Disaster 

Management Authority to manage floods. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only d) All of the above

Answer: (a)

Explanation: Statement 1 and 2 are correct. National 

Green Tribunal(NGT) has asked the Odisha state government to 

make rules regarding the protection of Mahanadi floodplains 

and to set up uniform norms to protect the river flood plains 

from various construction works.

The NGT said there is no central legislation to regulate 

the flood plains, except an October 2016 notification issued by 

the Ministry of Water Resources, River Development, and Ganga 

Rejuvenation, with respect to Ganga river, under the Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986, prohibiting any construction in the active 

floodplain area of river Ganga or its tributaries.

Statement 3 is incorrect. The National Disaster 

Management Authority’s (NDMA) guideline on ‘management 

of floods’ has a section on enforcement and regulation related 

to floodplain zoning. But it is just a guideline and has not been 

enforced.                 

Q. Consider the following statements:

1. Foreign Direct Investment limit in DTH broadcasting 

sector has been increased from earlier 49% to 100%.

2. As per the new DTH policy, the license period will now 

be 20 years with reduced fee.

3. Though FDI allowed is 100%, but there cannot be the 

sharing of infrastructure.

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only `b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only d) All of the above

Answer: (a)
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MP’s Law to Stop Forced 
Conversions

07

2. High Court of Madhya Pradesh has original and 

exclusive jurisdiction is cases related to religious 

conversions and in accordance to Freedom of Religion 

Bill, 2020.

 Which of the following statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) 1 only b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2 d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a)

Explanation:

Statement 1 is correct. Once the Bill becomes law, a 

person who wants to undergo religious conversion of their own 

free will, and the priest who carries out the religious conversion, 

will have to give a notice to the district officer at least 60 days 

before the intended date of conversion.

Statement 2 is incorrect. The sessions court is empowered 

to hear matters related to the Freedom of Religion Bill 2020. The 

burden of proving innocence lies on the accused.                  

Explanation: 

Statement 1 and 2 are correct. Recently, the Union 

Cabinet approved the revised scheme for the Direct-to-Home 

(DTH) television distribution sector with 100% FDI. Under the 

new norms, the licence period will go up to 20 years from the 

present 10. The fee has been reduced to 8% of Adjusted Gross 

Revenue, after setting off service tax, as opposed to 10% on 

Gross Revenue now.

Statement 3 is incorrect. The government has also 

allowed DTH operators to share infrastructure.Distributors of 

TV channels will be permitted to share the common hardware 

for their Subscriber Management System (SMS) and Conditional 

Access System (CAS) applications.                            

Q. Consider the following statements:

1. As per Madhya Pradesh’s Freedom of Religion Bill, 

2020, a person who wants to convert his religion, 

along with the priest will have to inform the district 

officer 60 days in advance.
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 � As part of efforts to boost defence 
exports, the Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has approved the export 
of the indigenously developed 
and manufactured Akash short-
range Surface to Air Missile (SAM) 
system.

 � It also approved the high-level 
committee formed to expedite 
clearance of such exports.Besides 
Akash, there was interest coming 
in for other major platforms such 
as the Coastal Surveillance System, 
radars and air platforms. 

About Committee
 � For faster approval of export of such 

platforms, a committee comprising 
the Defence Minister, the External 
Affairs Minister and the National 
Security Advisor had been created. 
This committee would authorise 
subsequent exports of major 

indigenous platforms to various 
countries. It would also explore 
various available options, including 
the government to government 
route.

Need
 � To achieve the target of $5 bn 

defence exports and improve 
strategic relations with friendly 
foreign countries, the government 
intended to focus on exporting 
high value defence platforms.

 � So far, Indian defence exports 
included parts and components 
but the export of big platforms was 
minimal.

Export of Akash Missile System01

IMPORTANT NEWS7

 � In August, the Defence Ministry 
issued a draft ‘Defence Production 
& Export Promotion Policy (DPEPP) 
2020’ for public feedback with the 
aim to achieve a manufacturing 
turnover of $25 bn or Rs.1,75,000 
crore, including exports of $5 bn in 
aerospace and defence goods and 
services by 2025.

About Akash Missile 
 � Akash has a range of 25 km and can 

simultaneously engage multiple 
targets in all weather conditions. 
It has a large operational envelope 
from a low altitude of 30 metres 
to a maximum of up to 20 km. It 
was inducted in 2014 in the Air 
Force and in 2015 in the Indian 
Army.Akash is the country’s 
important missile with over 96% 

indigenisation.  

Paradip Port02

 � The Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs (CCEA) has 

approved a Rs. 3,004.63-crore 

project to enhance the facilities 

at Paradip Port, including the 

development of a Western dock to 

accommodate the larger cape size 

vessels. 

Key Highlights
 � The project would be on the 

build, operate and transfer (BOT) 
model under the public-private 
partnership mode. The cost would 
be Rs. 2,040 crore and the capital 
dredging works would cost Rs. 
352.13 crore.

 � The proposed project envisages 

construction of Western Dock 

Basin with facilities to handle cape 

size vessels by the selected BOT 

concessionaire with an ultimate 

capacity of 25 MTPA (million 

tonnes per annum) in two phases 

of 12.50 MTPA each.
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AFSPA has extended in Nagaland for 6 more Months03

Benefits
 � The project would cater to imports 

of coal and limestone and export 
of granulated slag and finished 
steel products, given the number 
of steel plants established in the 
area. 

 � The project would also help in 
decongesting the port, reducing 
sea freight, thereby making coal 
imports cheaper and creating 

jobs.                  

 � The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 

has declared the entire State of 

Nagaland as a “disturbed area” for 

six more months under the Armed 

Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) 

that empowers security forces to 

conduct operations anywhere and 

arrest anyone without prior notice.

The AFSPA has been in force in 

Northeast since 1958 and Nagaland 

acquired Statehood in 1963.

Background

 � The AFSPA has not been 

withdrawn even after a framework 

agreement was signed on August 

3, 2015 by Naga insurgent group 

NSCN-IM general secretary 

ThuingalengMuivah and 

government interlocutor R N Ravi 

in the presence of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi.

 � The framework agreement 

came after over 80 rounds of 

negotiations spanning 18 years, 

with the first breakthrough in 1997 

when the ceasefire agreement was 

sealed after decades of insurgency 

in Nagaland.

 � However, the peace process has 

been stuck for some time as the 

NSCN-IM has been pressing for a 

separate flag and Constitution, a 

demand rejected by the central 

government.

About AFSPA

 � AFSPA gives armed forces the 

power to maintain public order in 

“disturbed areas”. They have the 

authority to prohibit a gathering 

of five or more persons in an area, 

can use force or even open fire 

after giving due warning if they feel 

a person is in contravention of the 

law. If reasonable suspicion exists, 

the army can also arrest a person 

without a warrant; enter or search 

a premises without a warrant; and 

ban the possession of firearms.

 � person arrested or taken into 

custody may be handed over to 

the officer in charge of the nearest 

police station along with a report 

detailing the circumstances that 

led to the arrest.

 � A disturbed area is one which is 

declared by notification under 

Section 3 of the AFSPA. An area can 

be disturbed due to differences 

or disputes between members 

of different religious, racial, 

language or regional groups or 

castes or communities. The Central 

Government or the Governor of the 

State or administrator of the Union 

Territory can declare the whole or 

part of the State or Union Territory 

as a disturbed area.                 
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Review of “Adopt a Heritage: ApniDharohar, 
ApniPehchaan” Project

04

 � In a significant development 
related to the “Adopt a Heritage: 
ApniDharohar, ApniPehchaan” 
project, the Union Minister of 
Tourism has headed the review 
meeting to take stock of the 
scheme’s progress and its future 
plans. 

Key Highlights
 � The government has clinched 

a total of 27 Memorandum of 
Understandings (MoU) with a total 
of 12 public/private entities for a 
total of 25 major heritage sites in 
the country. The government also 
informed that a total of 2 MoUs 
have also been signed to facilitate 
technological interventions at a 
couple of heritage sites under the 
project.

 � The major monuments which 
have been handed over to the 
“Monument Mitras” include the 
historic Red Fort which has been 

allotted to the Dalmia Bharat Ltd, 
QutubMinar (allotted to Yatra.
Com), Safdarjung Tomb(allotted 
to Travel Corporation of India), 
and JantarMantar(allotted to SBI 
Foundation) among others.

About Project
 � The “Adopt a Heritage: 

ApniDharohar, ApniPehchaan” 
project was launched in 2017 in 
collaboration with the Ministry 
of Culture and the Archaeological 
Survey of India. Under it, the 
government invites entities, 
including public sector companies, 

private sector firms as well as 
individuals, to develop selected 
monuments and heritage and 
tourist sites across India. 

 � The project aims to encourage 
companies from public sector, 
private sector, trusts, NGOs, 
individuals and other stakeholders 
to become ‘Monument Mitras’ 
and take up the responsibility of 
developing and upgrading the basic 
and advanced tourist amenities at 
these sites as per their interest and 
viability in terms of a sustainable 

investment model under CSR. 

Laws related to Food and Drug Adulteration05

 � The Madhya Pradesh cabinet has 

approved the Penal Laws (Madhya 

Pradesh Amendment) Ordinance, 

2020that has a provision for life 

sentence for those found guilty of 

food and drug adulteration in the 

state. 

Key Highlights
 � A separate section has been 

introduced in the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) to provide for five years 
imprisonment and a fine of Rs 1 
lakh or both for those selling food 
items beyond their expiry date.

 � Sections 272, 273, 274, 275 and 
276 of the Indian Penal Code 
(related to public health & safety) 
have been amended to replace 6 
months imprisonment and fine up 
to Rs 1,000 with life imprisonment.

 � The person directly engaged in 
adulteration and the owner of 
premises where such activities are 
taking place will be punished and 
not the trader selling contaminated 
items. A new section 273 (a) has 
been added.Under this, a provision 
of five years imprisonment and a 
fine of Rs 1 lakh or both on sale of 
food items after their expiry date 
has been made.   
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New Gene Therapy for Deafness06

 � Scientists from Tel Aviv University 
(TAU) have developeda new 
gene therapy for deafness. They 
presented an innovative treatment 
for deafness, based on the delivery 
of genetic material into the cells of 
the inner ear. The genetic material 
"replaces" the genetic defect 
and enables the cells to continue 
functioning normally.

 � The scientists were able to prevent 
the gradual deterioration of hearing 
in mice that had a genetic mutation 
for deafness. They maintain that 
this novel therapy could lead to a 
breakthrough in treating children 
born with various mutations that 
eventually cause deafness.

About New Gene
 � In this study scientists have focused 

on genetic deafness caused by a 
mutation in the gene SYNE4 -- a 
rare deafness discovered by our 
lab several years ago in two Israeli 
families, and since then identified 
in Turkey and the UK as well.

 � Children inheriting the defective 

gene from both parents are born 
with normal hearing, but they 
gradually lose their hearing during 
childhood.

 � The mutation causes mislocalization 
of cell nuclei in the hair cells inside 
the cochlea of the inner ear, which 
serve as soundwave receptors 
and are essential for hearing. This 
defect leads to the degeneration 
and eventual death of hair cells.

Scale of the Problem
 � Deafness is the most common 

sensory disability worldwide. 

According to the World Health 
Organization, there are about half 
a billion people with hearing loss 
around the world today, and this 
figure is expected to double in 
the coming decades. One in every 
200 children is born with a hearing 
impairment, and one in every 
1,000 is born deaf. In about half 
of these cases, deafness is caused 
by a genetic mutation. There are 
currently about 100 different 
genes associated with hereditary 
deafness.    

India's Highest Meteorological Centre at Leh07

 � Union Minister of Earth Sciences, 
Dr Harsh Vardhan, virtually 
inaugurated India's highest 
Meteorological Centre in Leh. It 
would provide localised weather 

forecasts thus strengthening 

weather-related early warning 

system for the region.

Key Highlights

 � It will provide short range (three 

days,) medium range (12 days) and 

long range (one month) forecast 

for the two districts -- Leh and 
Kargil -- of the Union Territory.

 � The region is unique in terms 
of weather, climate, culture, 
topography with extreme 
temperatures, ranging from minus 
40 degrees Celsius in Drass to 
scanty average precipitation of 10 
centimetres annually, which makes 
the region a distinct cold desert, he 
said.

 � Ladakh also experiences various 
kinds of extreme weather events 
like cloud bursts, flash floods, 

glacial lake outbursts, avalanches 

and drought.

 � To begin with, the India 

Meteorological Department 

established a surface observatory 

at Leh for reporting daily 

meteorological parameters like 

pressure, humidity, temperature, 

snowfall, etc. With the availability 

of quality data from Ladakh, IMD 

will generate city-specific forecasts 

based on numerical models.  
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“Emotional Intelligence is the ability to make your emotions work for you instead of against you.” Do you agree 
with this view? Discuss. 07

Discuss the impact of global warming on Arctic.01

Post Covid development model will need more public-private partnerships. Discuss it in the context of health 
infrastructure in India.

02

Sexual violence in rural India draws on hierarchies of land, caste, patriarchy. Justify.03

Newly constructedanti-conversion laws have overturned social culture of law-making in modern India. Do you 
agree? Give suitable examples.

04

How does Indian government’s support for agriculture compare with other countries? Explain.05

How does lightning occur? Discuss the technology is used to forecast lightning strikes in India?06

01 03 05

7 IMPORTANT PRACTICE QUESTIONS
(For Mains)



DHYEYA IAS
most trusted since 2003

DHYEYA IAS
most trusted since 2003

Weekly 
Current Affairs

34 JANUARY-2021 N ISSUE 01

 

Uttar Pradesh

Which player has been named as ICC Male Cricketer of the decade?03

Which institute has secured first prize at Innovate4SDG contest by ‘United Nation Development Program 
Accelerator Lab India’?06

Which municipal corporation has begged the best performing civic body in Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana?05

Which country has inaugurated its’s first indigenous Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine?04

Which state government has launched Farmer Registration and Unified Beneficiary Information System 
(FRUITS) portal for land records?

07

Which state government will launch a special program ‘KisanKalyan Mission’ to double the income of 
farmers?

01

Which initiative has been launched by Ministry of Earth Sciences for Ocean Data Management?02

‘Digital Ocean’

Virat Kohli

India

Vishakhapatnam

IIT Delhi

Karnataka

01 03 05

7 IMPORTANT FACTS
(For Prelims)
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T. Krishnamacharya

“The doer must do only when the receiver is ready to receive. Otherwise, the act is wasted.”03

“Comfort is no test of truth. Truth is often far from being comfortable.”06

“Man needs his difficulties because they are necessary to enjoy success.”02

“I will not let anyone walk through my mind with their dirty feet.”05

“Facts are facts and will not disappear on account of your likes.”04

“Wherever you are is the entry point.”07

“No one is wise by birth, for wisdom results from one own’s efforts.”01

A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

Khushwant Singh

Jawaharlal Nehru

Mahatma Gandhi

Swami Vivekananda

Kabir

01 03 05

7 IMPORTANT QUOTES
(For Essay and Answer Writing)
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