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Box 1. Operational definitions of priority categories in the 2024 WHO BPPL

Critical group

ABR bacterial pathogens
that pose the highest
threat to public health
due to limited treatment
options, high disease
burden (mortality and
morbidity) and increasing
trends in ABR, with

few or no promising
candidates in the pipeline.
Infections with pathogens
in the critical category
may also be uniquely
difficult to prevent and
are highly transmissible;
the pathogens may have
global mechanisms

of resistance and/

or MDR strains in

certain populations or
geographical areas.

g

High group

ABR bacterial pathogens
that are significantly
difficult to treat, cause a
substantial disease burden
(mortality and morbidity),
show increasing trends in
resistance, are uniquely
difficult to prevent, are
highly transmissible and
for which there are few
potential treatments in

the development pipeline.
Although they may

not be critical globally,
pathogens in this category
could be critical for some
populations and in specific
geographical areas.

Medium group

ABR bacterial pathogens
that are associated with
moderate difficulty for
treatment, a moderate
disease burden (mortality
and morbidity) and
moderate trends in
resistance, with unique
issues for preventability
or transmissibility and
relatively more candidates
for treatment in the
pipeline. Similarly, while
they may not be critical
globally, pathogens in this
category could be critical
for some populations and
in specific geographical
areas.
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