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Reviving an old debate

Centre has said a committee has been formed to explore the
possibility of simultaneous polls for LS and state assemblies

pAN E I_ While the panel is likely going to be headed by former
its composition and the

FO R M E D terms of its functioning will be announced soon

WHAT HAS BEEN SAID ABOUT THE IDEA

NITIAAYOG STANDING COMMITTEE  LAW COMMISSION
A 2016 paper, co-authored In 2015, the House panel on In 1999, the Law Commission in
by Bibek Debroy and personnel, public grievances, its 170th report on Reform of
Kishore Desai, noted.... law and justice said... Electoral Laws said...

® Separate elections lead to ® Elections could be held in * Holding simultaneous polls would
massive recurring expendi- two phases be ideal, but a workable formula is
tures as well as prolonged o Polls to some assemblies required to be in the Constitution
deployment of forces can be held in Lok Sabha o The holding of a separate election

® |t suggested holding elections midterm and to assemblies should be an
in two cycles with an remaining exception and not the rule
interregnum of 30 months assemblies could Another law panel report,

® |t pegged cost of simultaneous = be held at the end | in 2018, said simultaneous
polls at £4,500 crore, while oflok ____ polls don't alter balance
the cost of 2014 Lok Sabha Sabha | € &4 of power between Union
polls alone was ¥3,870 crore term B B and the states
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The global AEI shows a net increase for the period 2000-2015. Countries are arranged in order of increasing AEI (top to bottom) in the year 2000.
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