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VIBRANT WORLD OF WEAVES - REGIONAL 
DIVERSITY IN INDIAN WEAVING 

Weavers, printers, and dyers in Indian villages, towns, and cities form a 
unique group, blending mathematical precision with aesthetic sensibility. 
While designers calculate fabric by thread count, weavers use the weight of 
yarn. 
In Kerala, white was the predominant color before the late 19th century due 
to the climate and cost of natural dyes, symbolizing purity and austerity 
across social classes. Traditional wedding saris were often unbleached and 
sprinkled with turmeric. 
The introduction of chemical dyes and cheaper metallic yarns in the late 
19th century led to vibrant colors and embellishments, reflecting social 
changes. This shift, especially after Independence, signifies a newfound 
freedom and exuberance transcending regional boundaries. 

Weaving Traditions Across India 
Kerala 

● Mundu Veshti and Kasavu Saris: Predominantly white, highlighted 
by limited colors in borders, replaced with gold for special occasions. 
The finest are from Balarampuram, with simpler versions in Kasargod 
and Chendamangalam. 

 
Karnataka 

● Molakalmuru Weaving: Yarn resist and patterned elements in warp 
and weft, creating intricate designs. Known for vibrant, traditional 
saris. 

● Ilkal Weaving: Three shuttle weaving with extra warp patterning, 
creating distinctive borders and pallus. 

● Mysore Silk Weave udupi sarees : Known for their saris and fabrics, 
often featuring simple yet elegant designs. 

● Navalgund Durries: Famous for floor coverings with intricate designs. 

Goa 
● Kunbi Saris: Woven for farm labor, fisherwomen, and shepherds, 

known for their durability and unique checkered patterns. 

 



Maharashtra 
● Paithani Saris: Silk with ornamented Zari pallav and borders, 

featuring traditional motifs like vines, flowers, fruits, and birds. it 
embodies the concept of ‘Lakshya’ (aspiration, goal-setting, and 
spiritual elevation). Known for intricate weave and vibrant colors. 

 
● Karvat Kathi and Jote Saris: Pure silk with cotton-silk mixes in the 

body and borders, creating a well-woven ground with heavier borders. 

● Nagpur and Puneri Saris: Known for their silk and cotton saris with 

intricate designs. 

● Durrie Weaving: Floor coverings in Amravati, featuring traditional 

and contemporary designs. 

Gujarat 
● Patola Saris: It exemplifies the concept of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ 

(the world is one family). Features intricate geometric patterns and 

motifs symbolizing harmony, balance, and cosmic order. Crafted using 

the double ikat weaving technique. Celebrates the cultural diversity 

and communal harmony of Gujarat. 

 
 

● Bandhini Fabric: Resist-dyeing technique, originally from Kachch 
region, now widespread. 

● Mashru Textile: Mashru textiles are renowned for their distinctive 
combination of silk and cotton fibers. The term "Mashru" originates 
from Arabic, meaning "permitted," reflecting the blend of silk, 
traditionally prohibited against the skin, and cotton, which is 
permissible. Historically, Mashru fabrics enjoyed popularity among 
Hindu and Muslim communities in Gujarat, serving as materials for 
garments like sarees, turbans, and other traditional attire. 



 
 

● Ashavalli Saris: These sarees trace their roots to Ashavalli, a town in 
Gujarat, India, where artisans dedicate themselves to hand-weaving 
each saree with precision. Originating from the Mughal period, 
Ashavalli sarees benefited from royal support, which nurtured the 
growth of handloom weaving. 
 

 
Rajasthan 

● Kota Doria: Blend of cotton and silk with a square check pattern, 

providing strength and shine. The checked pattern is termed ‘khat’. 

● Hand-Spinning and Weaving: Limited growth, focus on prints and 

mill sector, especially for men's formal wear. 

Punjab and Haryana 
● Coarse Fabric Weaving: For home linen, floor coverings, and 

everyday wear, now largely replaced by mills. 

● Embroideries: Transition from coarse cotton to finer chiffons and 

chinons for salwar kameez. Machine-knit wear, wool fabrics, and 

shawls are prominent. 



Himachal Pradesh 
● Kullu and Kinnaur Fabrics: Known for shawls, floor and bed linen, 

blankets, and headwear. Vibrant use of color and pattern post-

independence. 

● Wool Weaving: Supported and growing, with a focus on traditional 

designs and techniques. 

Jammu and Kashmir 
● Wool Spinning: From coarse to fine Pashmina wool, handwoven into 

various fabrics for apparel and shawls. 

● Namda weaving: Felted floor coverings with natural colors, dyed or 

embroidered accents. 

● Tweed Weaving: Supported and growing, maintaining traditional 

patterns. 

West Bengal 
● Mulberry Silk Saris: Bishnupur and traditional cultivation, known for 

high-quality silk with weight and luster. 

● Fine Cottons Saris: Proliferation of colors and patterns, increased 

production efficiency through drum warp preparation and jacquard 

introduction. 

● Traditional Embroidery Weaves: High demand for woven and 

embroidered products, maintaining quality and traditional techniques. 

Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh 
● Chanderi and Maheshwar Weaving: Known centers for cotton and 

silk saris, with intricate designs and lightweight fabrics. 
● Tussar Silk Saris: From Chhattisgarh, widely used for saris and 

fabrics. 
● Durrie Weaving: Expanded in many parts of the state, producing 

traditional and contemporary designs. 

Uttar Pradesh 
● Banarasi Silk saris: Technical and aesthetic virtuosity in sari 

production, incorporating diverse influences. Known for transparent 
organzas, chinons, chiffons, and heavy silk brocades. Motifs inspired 
by Mughal art. 
 

 



Bihar and Jharkhand 
● Tussar Fabrics: Revival in Bhagalpur region, producing saris and 

fabrics with unique warp and weft patterns. 
● Coarse Cotton Saris: For tribal communities in Jharkhand, durable 

and practical. 
● Home Products: Cushions, floor coverings, and bed linen weaving, 

supported by NGOs. 

Assam 
● Mekhala Saris: Popular saris known for their unique patterns and 

zari figures, reflecting traditional Assamese motifs and craftsmanship. 

Arunachal Pradesh 
● Gale and Galuk weaving: Traditional garments gaining wider 

recognition, often woven with vibrant patterns and colors that reflect 
the region's rich cultural heritage. 

Tripura 
● Risha, Pachhara, Lysemphee apparel: Regional apparel with 

intricate designs, often showcasing geometric patterns and bright 
colors. 

● Chadar Weaving: Traditional woven cloths with regional significance, 
used for various purposes, including ceremonial wear. 

Mizoram 
● Puanchei Puan, Tawlhloh Puan, Ngotekherh, Puan Hruih, Hmaram 

Puan, Thangchhuab Puan, Pondum Puan: Various traditional woven 
cloths, each with distinct patterns and cultural significance, often 
used in festivals and traditional dances. 

Meghalaya 
● Ka Jainsem and Silk Stole: Traditional garments with growing 

visibility, known for their elegant designs and the use of natural dyes. 

Manipur 
● Innaphhee, Wangkhei Phee, Phi Matek, Chunni Rani Phee, Plain 

Phanek, Stripe Phanek, Khudai, Lengyan: Traditional weaves for 
different garments, increasingly recognized for their fine 
craftsmanship and intricate patterns. 
 

 



Nagaland 
● Upper Drapes: Sangtam, Sema, Nye-myon, Nikola, Ze-liangs-rong, 

Rhiko, Alungstu, often featuring bold, geometric designs. 
● Lower Drapes: Azu Jangup Su, Mechala, Neikhro, Moyer Tusk, 

Sutam, traditionally woven with tribal motifs and vibrant colors. 

Odisha 
● Cotton and Silk Saris: Known for exceptional quality, often featuring 

traditional ikat patterns and intricate borders. 
● Yarn-Resist Ikat Saris: Gaining wider markets, recognized for their 

complex dyeing technique and vibrant designs. 
● Saat Phulia Jala Tussar Sari: Featuring intricate patterns and 

lustrous finish, woven with a combination of tussar silk and other 
yarns. 

Andhra Pradesh 
● Coarse Cottons: Widely used, though less popular with younger 

generations due to their weight and texture. 
● Finer Cottons: Guntur, Venkatgiri, Uppada, Gadwal known for fine 

cottons with silk borders, often worn during festivals and special 
occasions. 

● Heavy Silk saris: Armoor, Narayanpet, Dharmavaram famous for 
their rich silk saris, known for their durability and intricate designs. 

Tamil Nadu 
● Kanchipuram silk sari: Embodies the philosophical concept of 

‘Dharma’ (righteousness, duty, and virtue). Known for rich texture and 
vibrant colors. Distinctive zari borders woven with gold or silver 
threads. Created using traditional pit looms and techniques passed 
down through generations.  
 

 
Conclusion 
Mechanisation, while rapidly advancing, need not conflict with the hand-
skills sector. This sector serves as a vital R&D hub, fostering design and 
technical innovations often overlooked in fast-paced industrial production. 
India's rich tradition of skilled hand-spinning and weaving positions it 
uniquely to balance ecological sustainability with technological progress. 
Despite the decline of the sari in everyday wear, it endures as a symbol of 
identity and formality, increasingly seen in professional settings and among 
those conscious of their cultural heritage. 



WEAVES OF INDIA- COLLABORATION AND CROSS-
CULTURAL INFLUENCES 

In ancient India, a timeless tale unfolds—a story of gods, demons, and the 
mystical art of weaving. Vishwakarma, a divine artisan, crafted ethereal 
fabrics in the celestial realms, sparking envy in Vritra, a powerful demon. 
Determined to steal these secrets, Vritra descended to the mortal realm, 
casting a dark shadow. He demanded Vishwakarma’s knowledge, 
threatening chaos if refused. Vishwakarma proposed a weaving competition 
to decide their fate. 
For seven days and nights, the village of Hastinapura witnessed this 
extraordinary duel. Vishwakarma’s artistry triumphed over Vritra’s brute 
strength and dark magic. His masterpiece was so magnificent that even the 
heavens wept in awe. Defeated, Vritra vanished back into the shadows. 
This legend reminds us of creativity’s power and the enduring victory of light 
over darkness. Weaving, deeply embedded in India’s social and economic 
fabric, has provided livelihoods to countless artisans for centuries. 

Ancient Origins 
Indus Valley Civilisation (3300-1300 BCE): 

● Cotton cultivation and textile production evidenced. 
● Sophisticated weaving techniques depicted in archaeological finds. 
● Textiles likely served both practical and ceremonial purposes. 

Rigveda (1500-500 BCE): 
● Oldest text references weaving, highlighting its cultural significance. 
● Emphasises textiles' role in rituals, offerings, and societal status. 
● Weaving considered a divine art form, linked to prosperity and 

identity. 

Historical Influences 
Achaemenid Empire: 

● Introduction of Persian weaving motifs and techniques. 
● Cultural exchange enriches weaving traditions in north-western India. 
● Fusion of Persian and indigenous styles contributes to textile 

diversity. 

Mughal Empire (1526-1857): 
● Imperial patronage fosters development of opulent textiles. 
● Establishment of royal workshops elevates weaving craftsmanship. 
● Intricate designs, luxurious fabrics reflect Mughal aesthetic 

sensibilities. 

European Influence: 
● European trade demand spurs growth of Indian textile industry. 
● Adoption of mechanised looms and synthetic dyes enhances 

production. 
● Indian textiles gain prominence in global markets through European 

trade networks. 

Patronage and Cultural Significance 
Royal Patronage: 

● Indian rulers commission textiles for ceremonial and courtly 
purposes. 



● Weaving guilds thrive under royal sponsorship, preserving traditions. 
● Textile production becomes integral to royal court culture and 

diplomacy. 

Cultural Cornerstone: 
● Weaving symbolises continuity of Indian cultural identity. 
● Textiles convey social, religious, and regional affiliations. 
● Ritualistic significance of garments maintains weaving's cultural 

relevance. 

Weaving as a Metaphor 
Symbolism in Folklore: 

● Mythological narratives feature divine weavers and magical fabrics. 
● Weaving motifs represent cosmic order, interconnectedness of life. 
● Garments serve as tangible manifestations of cultural values and 

beliefs. 

Generational Skill Transfer: 
● Mastery of weaving techniques passed down within artisan families. 
● Apprenticeship system ensures preservation of traditional knowledge. 
● Master weavers revered as custodians of cultural heritage. 

Regional Styles and Techniques 
Distinct Regional Identities: 

● Each Indian region boasts unique weaving traditions and aesthetics. 
● Varied materials, motifs, and techniques reflect local cultures and 

climates. 
● Weaving clusters emerge as hubs of innovation and craftsmanship. 

Preservation and Evolution in Modern era  
Challenges and Collaborations: 

● Traditional weaving communities face challenges like market shifts 
and dwindling artisans. 

● Collaborations with designers provide platforms for artisans to 
showcase skills and secure livelihoods. 

● Infusing traditional techniques with modern design makes textiles 
relevant to contemporary consumers. 

● Global resurgence in appreciation reinforces the significance of India’s 
weaving heritage, fostering pride and identity within weaving 
communities. 

Influential Designers: 
● Renowned designers like Sabyasachi Mukherjee, Anita Dongre, and 

Rahul Mishra lead the revival movement. 
● Their works reflect respect for India's textile heritage and commitment 

to preservation. 
● Collaborations with artisans breathe new life into age-old practices. 

Innovation and Experimentation: 
● Designers blend traditional aesthetics with contemporary elements to 

resonate with a global audience. 
● Experimentation with color, texture, and design fosters innovation in 

textile creation. 



● Introducing new materials and techniques ensures the evolution of 
traditional crafts while maintaining integrity. 

Empowerment of Artisans: 
● Collaborations empower artisans with access to new markets, design 

expertise, and business opportunities. 
● Cultural exchange cultivates global appreciation for India's textile 

heritage. 
● Indian textiles with contemporary aesthetics gain prominence on 

international fashion runways, showcasing cultural richness. 

Market Access and Expansion: 
● Designers leverage networks and platforms to open doors to wider 

markets for weaving communities, domestically and internationally. 
● Showcasing artisans' work to a broader audience increases sales and 

fosters economic stability and growth opportunities. 

Conclusion 
Weaving in India, tracing back to ancient origins, embodies a continuum of 
traditions, innovations, and influences that continue to shape the nation’s 
textile legacy. Collaborations between traditional weavers and contemporary 
designers drive the evolution of Indian textiles, ensuring their timeless 
beauty thrives. This resurgence of appreciation globally reinforces the 
significance of India’s weaving heritage, fostering pride and identity within 
weaving communities. Recent collaborations between traditional weavers 
and designers have notably transformed the landscape of Indian textiles and 
the weaving community. 

 

INDIAN WEAVES PROMOTING SUSTAINABILITY 

Cotton holds immense significance in India, serving not only as a crucial 

commercial crop but also as a symbol of the country's rich textile heritage 

and tradition. With a heritage spanning centuries, Indian weaves have 

adorned millions and sustained livelihoods, particularly in rural areas, 

showcasing artistry and sustainability. 

 Eco-friendly Tradition: Indian weavers have long favored natural 

fibers like cotton, silk, jute, and wool, obtained locally and processed 

using eco-conscious methods, minimizing environmental impact. 

 Biodegradability and Renewability: These natural fibers are 

biodegradable and renewable, fostering biodiversity and sustainability, 

unlike synthetic alternatives which contribute to pollution and 

resource depletion. 

 Community Support: Traditional weaving practices in India provide 

livelihoods to millions of artisans, particularly in rural areas, thereby 

supporting local communities and preserving cultural heritage. 

 Sustainable Fashion Advocacy: Investing in sustainable fashion 

incorporating Indian weaves helps sustain these traditional crafts and 

uplift artisan welfare, ensuring their continued existence for future 

generations. 



 

Role of Cotton Corporation of India (CCI): 
● Ensuring Sustainability: The CCI plays a crucial role in ensuring the 

sustainability of cotton farming and weaving practices through its 

operations. 

● Minimum Support Price (MSP) Mechanism: It maintains MSP 

operations for cotton, safeguarding the economic interests of farmers 

against market volatility. 

● Global Leadership in Sustainability: The CCI's efforts to promote 

sustainability through the advocacy of Indian weaves enhance its 

global role in sustainable practices. 

International Presence: The CCI extends its operations internationally, 

with a presence in major cotton-producing countries like the United States, 

Brazil, and Australia. Additionally, it has offices in key textile centers such 

as Mumbai, Delhi, and Kolkata, facilitating its global outreach and 

sustainability initiatives. 

Challenges Faced by Indian Weaves 
1. Competition from Mass-Produced Textiles: Traditional Indian 

weaves encounter stiff competition from cheaper, mass-produced 

textiles, both domestically and internationally. 

2. Lack of Infrastructure: Many weaving communities lack essential 

infrastructure like reliable power supply, transportation facilities, and 

access to modern equipment, hampering their productivity and 

efficiency. 

3. Dwindling Interest Among the Younger Generation: The declining 

interest of younger generations in traditional weaving practices 

contributes to a shortage of skilled artisans, posing a threat to the 

continuity of these crafts. 

4. Economic Viability: Weaving communities often grapple with low 

wages and inconsistent income, making it challenging to sustain 

livelihoods and invest in modernizing their practices. 

5. Limited Access to Markets: Restricted access to markets, both 

domestic and international, limits the reach of Indian weaves, 

constraining opportunities for growth and profitability. 

6. Sustainability Concerns: Environmental issues such as water usage, 

chemical pollution, and unsustainable farming practices present 

challenges to the sustainability of Indian weaving, necessitating efforts 

towards eco-friendly production methods. 

Innovative Initiatives 
The launch of 'Kasturi Cotton Bharat' introduces a pioneering approach to 

transparency in the cotton textile industry through blockchain technology. 

This initiative aims to elevate the value of Indian cotton by integrating 



traditional craftsmanship with luxury elements, thereby promoting India's 

rich textile heritage. 

Conclusion 
In a world facing pressing environmental issues, initiatives like those led by 
the CCI shine as symbols of optimism. By blending tradition with innovation 
and sustainability, CCI not only safeguards India's weaving heritage but also 
charts a path towards a more sustainable future. Through collaborative 
efforts, advocacy campaigns, and unwavering support for local artisans, CCI 
demonstrates the profound impact of prioritizing sustainability in every 
aspect of Indian craftsmanship. 
 

 

KHADI - THE ICON OF INDIAN INDEPENDENCE 

The Champaran Satyagraha of 1917 was a significant event for Mahatma 
Gandhi, highlighting the struggles faced by farmers in Bihar. During this 
time, Gandhi encountered a woman in Bhilwara village who lacked spare 
clothing, emphasizing the scarcity of garments among villagers. The 
Satyagraha focused on the indigo plant, a symbol of economic hardship for 
farmers. Gandhi's upbringing in a region known for spinning and weaving 
traditions contrasted with the exploitation of these industries by the East 
India Company, reshaping the subcontinent's economic dynamics. 

Traditional Textile Knowledge: 
● Historical Significance: 

○ Indian textiles, such as indigo-dyed cotton ikat and rose madder 
cloth, have been found in ancient sites like Pharaoh's tombs 
and Mohenjo-daro. 

○ Greek and Roman traders documented the fine fabrics from the 
Indian subcontinent, while Ajanta and Ellora paintings depict 
various textile designs. 

○ Each region of India had its unique style of textile design, 
weaving, dyeing, and printing, showcasing the country's 
pioneering role in textile technology. 

● Impact of Industrial Revolution: 
○ The Industrial Revolution in England led to the decline of Indian 

textiles, with power-loom industries crushing the handloom 
sector. 

○ British colonial policies favored British mill cloth over Indian 
textiles, leading to mass unemployment among Indian spinners 
and weavers. 

Khadi Movement: 
● Gandhiji's Vision: 

○ Gandhiji recognized the importance of spinning and weaving in 
India's rural economy during his visit to London in 1908. 

○ Inspired by the plight of Indian farmers and the Champaran 
incident, he sought to provide gainful employment through 
spinning and weaving. 
 



● Establishment of Khadi: 
○ Gandhiji initiated the Khadi Movement to promote hand-spun, 

hand-woven cloth as a symbol of nationalism. 
○ Gangabehn Majumdar played a crucial role in rediscovering the 

spinning wheel and reviving spinning practices in Baroda State. 
○ Khadi became the cornerstone of Gandhiji's non-violent 

resistance against colonial exploitation, igniting the spirit of 
nationalism across India. 

● Nationwide Movement: 
○ The reinvention of hand spinning and hand weaving was 

championed by Gandhiji and his associates, who tested Khadi 
among Ashramites before launching it as a nationwide 
movement. 

○ Gandhiji emphasized the philosophical foundation of Khadi, 
positioning it as a symbol of self-reliance, simplicity, and 
resistance against colonialism. 

Spirit of Swadeshi: 
● Khadi as the Essence of Swadeshi: 

○ Gandhiji emphasized Khadi as the concrete essence of the 
Swadeshi movement, equating it to life itself. 

○ He advocated that Swadeshi without Khadi was incomplete, 
asserting that Khadi represented the true spirit of self-reliance 
and national identity. 

● Role in Nationalism: 
○ Gandhiji positioned Khadi as a symbol of nationalism and 

resistance against colonial exploitation, igniting the spirit of 
patriotism among Indians. 

○ Through the Khadi Movement, he wielded non-violence as a 
powerful tool to challenge colonial authority and promote 
indigenous industries. 

Khadi Economics: 
● Rural Empowerment: 

○ The Khadi Movement empowered villagers, particularly women, 
by providing them with opportunities for economic participation 
and self-sufficiency. 

○ Gandhiji envisioned Khadi as a means to reconstruct the rural 
economy in a decentralized manner, promoting equal 
distribution of income. 

○ He believed that Khadi could ensure equable distribution of 
wealth by involving villagers in the production process before 
wealth generation. 

Government Initiatives to Promote Khadi: 
● Introduction of ‘Khadi Mark’: 

○ The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, through 
the Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), launched 
the ‘Khadi Mark’ in September 2013. 

○ This initiative aims to authenticate Khadi products and 
establish Khadi as a brand associated with social, cultural, and 
environmental values. 



● Collaboration with Fashion Designers: 
○ KVIC collaborated with fashion designers to design Khadi 

products, enhancing their competitiveness and appeal in both 
domestic and international markets. 

● Partnerships for Overseas Markets: 
○ Various Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) were signed 

with organizations to explore business opportunities in overseas 
markets, expanding the global presence of Khadi. 

● Establishment of Retail Outlets: 
○ Agreements were made with retail clothing store chains to set 

up ‘Khadi Korner’ sections, and a franchise scheme was 
launched to widen the distribution network for Khadi products. 

● Online Marketing: 
○ Partnerships with e-commerce platforms like Paytm were 

established to facilitate online marketing of Khadi products, 
tapping into the digital market space. 

● Youth Engagement: 
○ Special efforts were made to attract young consumers by 

introducing trendy Khadi products such as T-shirts, jeans, 
jackets, kurtis, and casual wear named ‘vicharvastra’. 

● Presence at Airports: 
○ Sales outlets were opened at domestic and international 

airports, providing convenient access to Khadi products for 
travelers and tourists. 

Conclusion 
Cotton stands out as an environmentally friendly, skin-friendly, and natural 
product, well-suited to our weather conditions. This applies to all cotton 
products, including those that are mill-made. However, the true test lies in 
the aspects of production, distribution, and consumption. With Khadi, the 
production process itself is eco-friendly, employing suitable technology to 
align with the principles of sustainability. Furthermore, decentralized 
production methods contribute to distributing income widely among the 
masses, thereby enhancing the purchasing power of the people. 
 
 

HANDLOOM PRODUCTS OF INDIA: FROM 
LOCAL TO GLOBAL 

The 'India Handloom' mark is designed to guarantee exporters' access to 
top-quality fabrics promptly and to create a distinctive identity for genuine 
hand-woven goods from India. It offers an international outlook on Indian 
handloom products by examining pertinent data regarding key markets, 
export patterns, primary handloom exports, and more. Additionally, it 
discusses the global prospects for Indian handloom items and the potential 
obstacles they might encounter in foreign markets. 

Global Recognition of Indian Handloom Products: 
● Despite being produced in small towns and villages, Indian handloom 

products enjoy global recognition. 



● They are esteemed worldwide for their uniqueness, quality, variety, 
and durability. 

● Indian weavers are also globally acknowledged for their hand-spinning 
and weaving expertise, further enhancing the reputation of these 
products. 

● This international recognition has facilitated the creation of 
substantial export markets for various handwoven items from India. 

Export Trends and Challenges: 
● The exports of Indian handloom products exceeded $300 million 

annually from 2016-17 to 2019-20. 
● However, there was a 30% decline in exports immediately after the 

onset of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020-21. 
● Although some recovery has been observed in 2021-22, exports are 

yet to reach pre-pandemic levels. 
● The major export markets for Indian handloom products include 

developed countries and the Middle East, with the US accounting for 
approximately 40% of export demand. 

● Significant demand exists in over 20 countries worldwide. 
● The top ten export markets for Indian handloom products and the 

export trends to these countries from 2018-19 to 2022-23 are 
outlined. 

 
 

Main Handloom Products and Export Destinations: 
● Key handloom exports from India encompass mats, carpets, rugs, 

bedsheets, cushion covers, and various other handloom articles. 
● Home decor items, such as bed linen, curtains, table and kitchen 

linen, and cushion covers, contribute to over 60% of Indian handloom 
exports. 

● Mats and mattings constitute approximately 30% of exports. 
● These products are primarily exported from major cities like Karur, 

Panipat, Varanasi, and Kannur, where they are manufactured for 
international markets. 



 
Branding of Handloom Products: ‘India Handloom’ Trade 
Mark 

● The introduction of the 'Handloom Mark' assures customers of the 
authenticity of handloom products. 

● To address quality concerns, the 'India Handloom' brand signifies 
high-quality products with minimal environmental impact. 

● The mark aims to ensure exporters procure top-quality fabrics on time 
and establish a distinctive image for authentic Indian handwoven 
products. 

● 'India Handloom' has been officially registered as a trademark under 
the Trade Marks Act, 1999. 

IPR Protection for Indian Handloom Products in 
International Markets 

● Intellectual property protection for Indian handloom producers is 
granted through the Geographical Indications of Goods Act, 1999, and 
the Designs Act, 2000. 

● The Geographical Indication (GI) tag certifies a product's specific place 
of origin, conveying authenticity and quality. 

● Several Indian handloom products, including 'Pochampalli Ikat,' 
'Chanderi Sarees,' 'Solapur Chaddar,' and 'Mysore Silk,' have been 
awarded GI status, protecting them from imitation and ensuring fair 
compensation for weavers. 

Potential Global Opportunities 
● Despite technological advancements in machine-made products, 

Indian handloom items offer new opportunities. 
● Consumers increasingly value sustainability, making handwoven 

products appealing due to their unique style and eco-friendly nature. 
● E-commerce platforms and digital channels provide avenues for 

handloom producers to access international markets. 
● However, sustaining the tradition of hand weaving poses a significant 

challenge due to declining interest among artisans and competition 
from cheaper machine-made fabrics. 

Challenges in Preserving Handloom Tradition 
● Traditional artisans face difficulty in passing on their skills to the next 

generation due to low pay and labor-intensive work. 
● Competition from machine-made fabrics, which often resemble 

handwoven products, poses a challenge in differentiating authentic 
handloom items from replicas. 



Conclusion 
The handloom products from India epitomize a blend of tradition and 
modernity, characterized by unique designs, exceptional quality, and diverse 
varieties. Over the years, these products have carved out a distinct market 
niche in other countries. Artisans have innovated with designs and fabrics 
to meet the evolving demands of new generations. Today, Indian handloom 
products receive endorsements from international models and celebrities, 
underscoring their global appeal. Thus, it can be inferred that India's 
handloom products are leaving a notable imprint on the global stage while 
retaining their intrinsic local characteristics.  
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