' DHYEYA IAS

most trusted since 2003
MARCH | 2024

PROFITABLE FARMING

Comprehensive & In-depth Analysis
Simple & Lucid Language
Usage of Flow Chart, Diagrams & Figures

Dhyeya IAS
Kurukshetra Gist




Dhyeya IAS’s Kurukshetra Gist
Adoption of Digital and Innovative Farming Techniques

The emergence of a 'digital agricultural revolution' is a defining feature of the present decade, addressing the
challenges facing agriculture and the food sector due to a burgeoning global population. This transformation
is essential to meet the UN Sustainable Development Goal of achieving 'zero hunger' by 2030. It requires a
shift towards a more productive, sustainable, efficient, and resilient agrifood system.

Digital agriculture holds significant potential for economic benefits by enhancing agricultural output,
improving cost efficiency, and expanding market prospects. Moreover, it offers environmental advantages by
optimizing resource utilization and facilitating climate change adaptation.

India's agricultural prowess is noteworthy, with top rankings in the production of milk, jute, and pulses, and
second places in wheat, rice, groundnut, vegetables, fruits, cotton, and sugarcane production. Additionally,
India stands as a major producer of fish, livestock, poultry, spices, and plantation crops.

However, despite these achievements, Indian agriculture faces challenges, notably the prevalence of small
holdings leading to insufficient revenue for farmers. Addressing this issue is crucial for ensuring sustainable
agricultural growth.

Innovative Farming Practices

The digital agricultural revolution fosters sustainability, efficiency, and resilience through a remarkable blend
of cutting-edge technologies and innovative methodologies.

Emerging farming practices include:

e Precision Agriculture: This management approach utilizes Global Positioning System (GPS),
sensors, drones, and data analytics to collect, process, and analyze temporal, spatial, and individual
data. It aims to enhance various aspects of farming.

e Smart Farming: Integrating Internet of Things (IoT) devices with connectivity, smart farming
establishes a networked and automated agricultural ecosystem. This ecosystem comprises sensors,
actuators, and intelligent equipment that exchange real-time data.

e Vertical Farming and Controlled-Environment Agriculture: Vertical farming optimizes land use
efficiency while mitigating the environmental impact of traditional farming practices.

e Blockchain Technology in Agriculture: Implementation of blockchain technology enhances
transparency and traceability throughout the agricultural supply chain.

Digital Farming Techniques
Here are some important characteristics of digital farming and related techniques:
e Technologies in Precision Agriculture: Precision agriculture relies on GPS technology, allowing
farmers to accurately plan their fields. This facilitates precise resource application by machines.
e Drones: Drones equipped with cameras and sensors capture high-resolution photographs of fields,
aiding in crop monitoring.
e Automated Technology: Automated equipment integrated with GPS and sensor technology can
perform various operations such as planting, harvesting, and ploughing autonomously.
e Variable Rate Technology (VRT): VRT enables the application of inputs like water, herbicides, and
fertilizers at different rates across a field.
e Smart Irrigation System: Smart irrigation systems utilize soil moisture sensors to determine the
precise amount and timing of water required by crops.
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Data-driven Farm Management: Software assists farmers in managing different aspects of their
operations, including planning planting, watering, and harvesting activities.
Robots for Agricultural Operations: Robotics reduces the reliance on manual labour while
enhancing efficiency in agricultural tasks.
Machine Learning: Machine learning algorithms analyze historical and current data to predict crop
yields, disease outbreaks, and market trends, aiding in crop management decisions.
Blockchain: Blockchain technology ensures transparency and security in supply chains, fostering
consumer trust in the origin and quality of agricultural products.
Digital Twins: Digital twins create virtual replicas of physical farms, facilitating efficient planning
and resource management.

These advancements in digital farming contribute to increased productivity, sustainability, and resilience in
agriculture.

Digital Divide

The digital divide presents a significant challenge, impacting the equitable adoption and benefits of
technological advancements in farming practices.

Disparities in access, connectivity, and technological literacy among various stakeholders in the
agricultural sector highlight the extent of this divide.

Promoting Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) emerges as a potential solution to mitigate the
digital gap and its associated challenges.

Essential Conditions for Digital Transformation in Agriculture

Contextual Factors: The digital transformation of agriculture is influenced by diverse factors that
vary across different regions and contexts.

Fundamental Requirements: To effectively utilize technology, certain fundamental conditions are
indispensable. These include:

o Availability: Access to digital infrastructure and tools is crucial for farmers to adopt
technology-driven practices.

o Connectivity: Reliable internet connectivity is essential for accessing online resources, data,
and services vital for modern farming methods.

o Affordability: Cost-effective access to digital technologies ensures their accessibility to a
wider range of farmers, regardless of their financial status.

o Integration of ICT in Education: Incorporating Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) into agricultural education programs enhances farmers' digital literacy and capacity to
leverage technology effectively.

o Supportive Policies and Programs: Implementation of supportive policies and programs,
such as those related to e-government, plays a pivotal role in fostering an environment
conducive to digital strategies and innovation in agriculture.

Enabling Conditions (Enablers): Apart from the fundamental requirements, several enabling
conditions facilitate the smoother adoption of digital technologies in agriculture. These include:

o Widespread Internet Usage: Ubiquitous internet access enables farmers to leverage online
resources, marketplaces, and information-sharing platforms for improved agricultural
practices.

o Mobile Phone Penetration: High penetration of mobile phones provides farmers with
convenient access to agricultural information, market updates, and communication channels.

o Social Media Utilization: Utilizing social media platforms facilitates knowledge sharing,
networking, and market access for farmers, contributing to their digital empowerment.
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These essential and enabling conditions collectively play a critical role in driving the digital transformation of

agriculture, empowering farmers with innovative tools and practices to enhance productivity, sustainability,
and resilience in food production.

India's National AI Strategy is geared towards unlocking the economic and societal benefits inherent in
technology. Recognizing agriculture as a primary sector for Al-driven solutions, the strategy emphasizes the
sector's pivotal role. The rise of Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) in India offers a promising avenue for
digital agriculture to revolutionize the entire agricultural value chain. FPOs serve as vital conduits, connecting
farmers with markets and optimizing the distribution of produce. In conclusion, digital farming embodies a
holistic approach, leveraging multiple technologies to enhance agricultural productivity, sustainability, and
efficiency. Embracing these innovations is imperative for ensuring a prosperous future for agriculture and
sustainable global food security.
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Bamboo Farming

Bamboo farming has become the latest sensation among progressive farmers in town. An intriguing aspect of
bamboo farming is its versatility—it can be pursued both as a full-time endeavour and as a part-time
occupation. Bamboo serves as both a primary and secondary crop, offering environmental benefits, low
maintenance requirements, and a wide range of applications. Additionally, its rapidly growing market attracts
consumers with higher purchasing power. These factors collectively contribute to the increasing allure of
bamboo farming for farmers nationwide.

Ideal Growing Conditions for Bamboo:

Bamboo thrives in a wide range of soil types and climates, including valleys, areas near water sources,
and lower slopes of hills.

Most bamboo species grow best in temperatures between 7°C and 40°C, benefiting from rainfall and
high temperatures.

The ideal annual rainfall for bamboo cultivation ranges from 1200 mm to 4000 mm, although certain
drought-resistant varieties can survive in semi-dry or dry deciduous woods with similar rainfall levels.
Well-drained, poor, coarse-grained, and stony soils are favorable for bamboo cultivation.

Bamboo exhibits temperature adaptability, enduring occasional frosts as low as -5°C and summer
temperatures as high as 45°C. It can thrive in regions with yearly rainfall ranging from 750 to 4,000
mm.

Soil Requirements for Bamboo Cultivation:

Bamboo species can be planted and maintained in a variety of soil types, with well-drained sandy loam
to clay loam soils being optimal.

The ideal soil pH for bamboo growth ranges from 5.0 to 6.5, although some species can tolerate a pH
as low as 3.5.

Rich organic matter, moderate moisture content, moderate humidity, and loose, well-aerated soil
promote maximum bamboo production.

Nitrogen-rich soil, along with adequate levels of P205, K20, CaO, and SiO2, enhances the growth of
bamboo culms.

Factors Affecting Bamboo Growth:

Nitrogen levels in the soil significantly influence bamboo growth.

While certain bamboo species may tolerate low levels of salt, saline soil is generally unsuitable for
bamboo cultivation.

Bamboo rhizomes and roots deteriorate in swamps and areas prone to flooding, with the rhizomes
eventually drying up.

However, specific varieties of bamboo found in regions like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Goa, and Karnataka
can withstand short-term seasonal floods when planted in flood plains.

Establishing a Bamboo Nursery:

Setting up a bamboo nursery near the plantation area is an excellent way to start a large-scale bamboo
plantation.

The nursery can be tailored to meet specific goals and accommodate varying production and activity
levels.
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e A well-drained nursery site with provisions for irrigation, composting, seed germination beds, and
space for propagating rhizomes is essential for successful bamboo nursery establishment.

Irrigation:
¢ Planting locations with evenly spaced rainfall are preferred, avoiding areas prone to flooding.
e Irrigation is crucial for both plantations and bamboo nurseries, as bamboo thrives with artificial
watering.
e In regions lacking adequate drainage, artificial drainage systems may need to be established.
e During arid periods, irrigation should be provided 8-13 times a year, with 10-12 liters of water per
plant for the first two years.

Mulching:
e Mulching is essential for high-quality bamboo shoot production, inhibiting weed growth and
preserving soil moisture.
e Drip irrigation systems are effective in maximizing water usage.
e Mulch shields young shoots from direct sunlight and retains moisture in the soil, aiding in uniform
growth and preventing shoot hardness.

Manuring and Fertilization:
e Bamboo plants require a nutrient-rich environment for optimal growth and yield.
e Incorporating potassium, phosphorus, and nitrogen into fertilizers enhances bamboo productivity.
e Chemical fertilizer applications may vary based on soil conditions, ranging from 1,500 to 4,000 kg per
hectare annually.

Soil Mounding:
e Soil mounding is typically necessary for older sympodial bamboo plants, where rhizomes become
exposed above ground.
e Exposed rhizomes may slow growth and reduce nutrient and moisture availability, necessitating soil
mounding to protect and promote healthy growth.

Bamboo Pests and Control:
e Regular weeding is essential in the early years of plantation establishment to prevent weed competition
with young bamboo plants.
e Insect pests such as mealybugs, mites, scales, and aphids can weaken bamboo plants and make them
susceptible to rot and mildew.
e Coppicing, clump congestion management, and culm pruning are crucial for maintaining healthy
bamboo growth and facilitating harvesting.

Harvesting of Bamboo
e To Produce Timber:
o Harvesting is ideally conducted during the dry season, except when clump congestion requires
management.
o Avoid clear-felling bamboo, as this can lead to a bushy appearance.
Mature bamboo culms should be harvested after three years or more, while saving current year
culms for future generations.
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o Maintain a minimum of six culms older than a year in each cluster, evenly distributed, with the

number of mature culms proportional to clump size.

o Ensure there are not more harvestable culms than poles that sprouted in the previous year.

o Culms should be carefully examined before harvesting, cut as low as possible, leaving one
internode above ground, and using a sharp knife or saw to prevent splitting and damage.

o Clear the clump of dead, dry bamboo and any debris from harvesting or high cuts.

For Consumable Stems:

o Depending on the species, shoots should be harvested at a height of 15 to 50 cm.

o Avoid harming the mother rhizome; gently scrape off dirt around the shoots and slice with a
clean, sharp knife.

o Avoid harvesting shoots showing signs of illness or deformities, selecting the strongest and
best-growing shoots at the peak stage to become new mother bamboo.

Bamboo Use:

Fabrication: Bamboo is prized for its lightness, delicacy, and exceptional qualities, making it ideal
for textile production. Bamboo fabric is cool, breathable, absorbent, naturally glossy, antibacterial, and
resistant to static electricity. It also possesses deodorizing properties, prevents abrasion, and is highly
permeable. Fabrics made from bamboo meet quality standards and are environmentally friendly,
retaining their hydroscopic properties even when blended with cotton.

Bamboo as Medicine: Bamboo has therapeutic uses, with components such as bamboo shavings,
leaves, and sap used to treat common illnesses like cold, flu, nausea, and nasal congestion.

Bamboo Utensils: Bamboo utensils are affordable and durable, offering a traditional method of
cooking food. These utensils, including spoons, chopping boards, knife holders, glasses, cups, and
bowls, impart a distinct aroma to food and are dishwasher safe.

Bamboo Musical Instruments: Bamboo is used in the manufacture of musical instruments such as
xylophones, flutes, and drums. Instruments like the flute require young, raw bamboo with specific
characteristics for optimal sound production.

Economic Contribution of Bamboo to India:

Market Share: In 2020, bamboo held a 35% market share, which increased to 57.86% in 2021, with
significant economic stakes. The compound annual growth rate for bamboo is estimated at 5.7%,
positioning it as a fast-growing market.

Industrial Products: Bamboo dominates the industrial sector, holding a 35% market share in 2020.
Products such as bamboo flooring, pulp, paper, and plywood contribute to this dominance.

Regional Contribution: The Asia-Pacific region, accounting for 75% of total revenue, makes the
largest contribution to the bamboo market. India, China, Vietnam, and Myanmar are key players in
this region.
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Mushroom Cultivation

Mushroom cultivation represents a highly profitable venture within agriculture, offering a means to
supplement farmers' income while promoting sustainable practices such as proper recycling of agro-residues.
By integrating mushroom cultivation into existing farming systems, farmers can diversify their income sources
and contribute to achieving nutritional and food security goals. India holds significant potential to emerge as
a major player in mushroom production, leveraging its abundant agricultural residues and available labour
force. The history of mushroom consumption dates back over 13,000 years, with evidence of its use found in
various natural habitats worldwide. References to the use of wild edible and medicinal mushrooms can be
traced back to ancient Vedic literature, indicating their importance in traditional cultures. Throughout history,
mushrooms have been highly valued, with certain varieties like Caesar's mushroom enjoying popularity for
over 2000 years. This historical significance, coupled with the growing demand for nutritious food options,
has spurred the development of mushroom cultivation as a viable entrepreneurial opportunity.

Current Mushroom Production Scenario:

¢ Global Production: In 2021, global mushroom production reached 44.2 million tons, with shiitake
mushrooms leading at 26% followed by oyster mushrooms at 21%.

e Indian Production: India annually produces around 0.28 million tonnes of mushrooms, with a per
capita consumption of 90 grams, lower compared to the USA and China.

e History: Mushroom cultivation in India began in 1961 in Solan, Himachal Pradesh, later leading to
the establishment of the National Research Centre for Mushrooms (NRCM) in 1983, and the
Directorate of Mushroom Research (DMR) in 2008.

e Recognition: Solan was declared "The Mushroom City of India' in 1997.

e Major Species: Button mushrooms dominate Indian cultivation (70%), followed by oyster mushrooms
(17%) and paddy straw mushrooms (9%).

e Regional Distribution: Bihar leads production (11%), followed by Odisha, Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand.

e Future Prospects: Improved strains like shiitake and Ganoderma offer promising alternatives for
farmers.

Benefits of Mushroom Cultivation
e Utilisation of Agricultural Waste for Mushroom Cultivation:
o Mushroom cultivation efficiently utilizes microbial technology to convert agricultural,
industrial, forestry, and household waste into nutritious food.
o India produces 650 million tonnes of crop residues annually, out of which 87 million tonnes
are burnt, contributing to pollution and climate change.
o Currently, only 0.03% of these residues are used for mushroom production.
o Mushrooms can grow on various agricultural and forest waste, converting them into value-
added products like food, medicine, and compost.
e Profitability of Mushroom Cultivation:
o Mushroom cultivation is highly profitable and can be conducted indoors without requiring
arable land.
o Recommended mushroom species for cultivation in India include button, oyster, paddy straw,
and milky mushrooms.
o Farmers can start cultivation with simple technology and minimal infrastructure, yielding high
profits in a short duration.
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Mushroom cultivation supports the livelihood of small and marginal farmers and can be

conducted with low operational costs.

The Directorate of Mushroom Research and other institutions provide support and feasibility
reports for setting up mushroom cultivation units.

Government schemes like the Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH) and
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF) offer financial support and subsidies for mushroom
farming ventures.

e Medicinal and Nutritional Properties of Mushrooms:

O

O

Mushrooms are rich in proteins, vitamins, minerals, and amino acids, making them a valuable
superfood.

They have high medicinal and functional properties, with species like Ganoderma being
particularly valuable.

Mushrooms contain essential amino acids, vitamins D, B, and minerals like phosphorus, zinc,
and selenium.

Incorporating mushrooms into diets can reduce the risk of memory loss and provide various
health benefits.

India earned $8.65 million USD from mushroom exports in 2020.

e Highly Priced Mushrooms:

O

Some mushrooms like Cordyceps militaris and Morchella esculenta are highly priced and have
medicinal significance.

India exports 50-60 tonnes of dry morels annually, with Shiitake mushrooms fetching high
prices due to their culinary and medicinal benefits.

Cultivation technology for prized mushrooms like Shiitake and Cordyceps militaris has been
developed, reducing cultivation time, and increasing profitability.
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Apiculture: Scope and Opportunities

Apiculture, the practice of beekeeping, plays a vital role globally, engaging millions of beekeepers. It directly
contributes to various outputs such as honey, beeswax, bee colonies, and additional products like pollen, royal
jelly, bee venom, and propolis. This practice is essential for ensuring nutrition, economic stability, and
ecological security in communities. What makes beekeeping particularly appealing is its minimal requirement
for land and initial capital, making it accessible to people of all ages and genders. Beyond its economic
benefits, beekeeping is crucial for preserving biodiversity, supporting plant survival and reproduction,
promoting forest regeneration, and enhancing agricultural productivity and quality. In India, beekeeping has

traditionally been forest-based, with natural plant species serving as a source of nectar and pollen for honey

bees.

History of Beekeeping

Globally, over 20,000 species of wild bees exist, including solitary and social species.

Commercial beekeeping is practiced in regions like Himachal Pradesh, where locals harvest honey
from hills and forests.

Beekeeping, or apiculture, involves managing social honey bee species living in large colonies.

India hosts four major honey bee species: two domesticated (A. cerana and A. mellifera) and two wild
(A. dorsata and A. florea).

States like Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Odisha, and the North Eastern
states primarily cultivate A. cerana for livelihood.

mellifera, introduced in the 20th century, dominates North India's beekeeping industry due to its high
honey production.

dorsata, the rock bee, contributes about 20% of India's total honey production.

florea, the dwarf honey bee, plays a minor role in honey production but is crucial as a pollinator.
Honey has a rich history of human consumption, valued for its medicinal and nutritional properties.
India's beekeeping tradition is forest-based, providing sustainable income for rural and tribal farmers.
Honey is increasingly used as a food ingredient and finds applications in pharmaceuticals, food,
confectionery, bakery, and cosmetics industries.

Sweet Revolution in India

The 'Sweet Revolution' is a part of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan, focusing on the importance of
beekeeping in the Integrated Farming System.

Under the National Beekeeping & Honey Mission (NBHM), the government allocated Rs. 500 crore
for three years (2020-21 to 2022-23) to promote and develop scientific beekeeping in India.

The goal of NBHM is to achieve holistic growth in the beekeeping industry, generating income and
employment for farm and non-farm households.

NBHM aims to enhance agriculture/horticulture production, develop infrastructure, and create
awareness about scientific beekeeping.

The mission also focuses on post-harvest management, including collection, processing, storage,
marketing, and value addition of beekeeping products.

Research and technology generation in beekeeping are integral components of NBHM.

India, with 19.34 lakh honey bee colonies and 2.50 lakh beekeepers, harvests around 1,33,200 MT of
honey annually, valued at Rs. 2704.31 crore.

India is a major honey exporting country, exporting 79,929.17 MT of natural honey worth Rs. 1,622.77
crore during 2022-23 to countries like the USA, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bangladesh, and Canada.
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Beekeeping equipment development includes ISI-certified bee hives, honey extractors, comb foundation
sheets, travelling bee boxes, wasp traps, and layouts for honey houses and processing plants.

Prospects of Apiculture

Geographical Diversity: India's diverse landscapes, including agricultural fields and tropical forests,
offer abundant forage for honey bees, potentially supporting millions more colonies than the current
count of 3.4 million.

Genetic Diversity: With five out of the world's seven commercially important honeybee species present
in India, apiculture remains resilient to climate change and environmental degradation.

Agrarian Economy: Integrating bee pollination into agriculture holds promise for boosting crop yields
in India's agrarian economy.

Thrust on Food Processing: Government initiatives like PM SAMPADA support the growth of food
processing industries, aligning with honey production as a high-value product.

Rising Industrial Demand: Honey's importance in Ayurveda and pharmaceutical sectors is expected to
drive industrial demand, particularly with its perceived therapeutic benefits.

Rising Domestic Market: Shifting consumer preferences towards wellness foods and natural
sweeteners, along with perceived health benefits amidst the Covid-19 pandemic, are expected to fuel
domestic demand for honey.

Products of Beekeeping

Honey: A viscous fluid produced by bees from flower nectar, containing sugars, antibiotics, enzymes,
acids, and minerals. It serves as a high-energy source and is used in various medicinal preparations.
o Different types of honey categorised by flower sources:

= Acacia Honey

= Alfalfa Honey

= Aster Honey

= Avocado Honey

= Basswood Honey

= Beechwood Honey

= Blueberry Honey

= Blue gum Honey

= Buckwheat Honey

= Clover Honey

= Dandelion Honey

= FEucalyptus Honey

= Fireweed Honey

= Heather Honey

= Ironbark Honey

= Jarrah Honey

= Leatherwood Honey

= Linden Honey

= Macadamia Honey

= Manuka Honey

= Orange blossom Honey

= Pinetree Honey

=  Sourwood Honey

= Sage Honey
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=  Tupelo Honey

e Royal Jelly: A bee secretion containing proteins, lipids, carbohydrates, and minerals like iron, sulphur,
copper, and silicon. It acts as a tonic and stimulant, enhancing resistance to fatigue, learning capacity,
memory, appetite, and overall health.

e Beeswax: Secreted as a liquid by bees, solidifies upon exposure to air. Primarily used in candle
making, it finds applications in creams, ointments, capsules, deodorants, varnish, and shoe polish.

e Propolis: A mixture of beeswax and resins collected by bees from plants, possessing adhesive
qualities. Used in preparing ointments for treating cuts, wounds, dermatological issues, and in cosmetic
treatments.

e Bee Venom: Contains active chemicals like histamine, hydrochloric acid, formic acid, and apamine.
Administered to patients with rheumatism, neuralgia, endoarthritis, necrosis, among other ailments.

e Pollen: A mixture of flower pollen, nectar, enzymes, honey, wax, and bee secretions. Rich in nutrients,
amino acids, vitamins, lipids, and active substances, it is increasingly recognised for its medicinal
properties.

Beekeeping has ancient roots, dating back to primitive humans who hunted honey from wild colonies. Today,
it has evolved into a full-fledged industry, providing various products like honey, beeswax, and propolis, while
also contributing significantly to pollination. India, with a rich tradition of beekeeping, is among the largest
producers of honey globally. Beekeeping offers income and employment opportunities, particularly for rural
households, and has significant demand in domestic and international markets. Moreover, it empowers women
and youth and plays a crucial role in environmental preservation. Embracing sustainable practices and
fostering innovation will ensure a thriving future for beekeeping entrepreneurs.
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Floriculture and Commercial Potential of Orchids: A Blossoming

Business Opportunity

Floriculture, the cultivation of flowers, has become a thriving global industry, with orchids emerging as prized

gems in both beauty and commercial value. In India's rapidly growing floriculture sector, orchids offer a
lucrative business opportunity that blends tradition with modernity. With India's rich orchid heritage boasting
over 1,300 indigenous species, these blooms contribute significantly to the country's flourishing floriculture
industry, evident in impressive export figures reaching USD 74.82 million in 2020-21.

Diversity of Orchids

India, with its diverse climatic zones spanning from the Himalayan foothills to the coastal regions,
boasts an extensive variety of orchid species.

The country is home to over 1,300 indigenous orchid species, contributing significantly to its rich
floral diversity.

Orchids thrive in a range of ecosystems across India, from the temperate zones of Northeastern states
to the tropical landscapes of the Western Ghats and Eastern Himalayas.

Notable native orchid genera in India include Dendrobium, Vanda, and Arachnis, each exhibiting
distinct characteristics suited to different climatic conditions.

The Northeastern states, particularly Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, and Sikkim, are hotspots for orchid
diversity in India.

The Eastern Himalayas, recognized as a global biodiversity hotspot, harbor a diverse array of orchid
species, contributing to India's status as one of the world's orchid-rich regions.

India has also successfully acclimated various exotic orchid species to its climate, enhancing its orchid
diversity.

The cultivation of hybrid orchid varieties through meticulous breeding efforts has further enriched the
Indian orchid palette.

India has made significant strides in recording and conserving its orchid diversity, contributing to the
nation's biodiversity goals.

The exploration and conservation of India's orchid diversity not only showcase its rich botanical
heritage but also present opportunities for floriculturists, researchers, and enthusiasts, driving growth
in the orchid floriculture industry.

Factors Causing Commercial Success

Local Adaptation and Cultivation Techniques:
o Orchid growers in India have tailored cultivation methods to suit local conditions, resulting in
increased production and quality.
o Research and experimentation have led to practices mimicking natural habitats, optimizing
temperature, humidity, and light levels.
Cultural Significance and Traditional Use:
o Orchids hold cultural value in Indian traditions, featuring prominently in religious ceremonies,
weddings, and decorative arrangements.
o Their cultural relevance sustains consistent demand, as highlighted in the Orchid Society of
India's annual report.
Government Initiatives and Subsidies:
o The Indian government supports floriculture, including orchid cultivation, through financial
assistance, training programs, and infrastructure development.
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o Initiatives outlined in the National Horticulture Board's overview aim to bolster the floriculture

sector.
e Export Opportunities:
o Orchid cultivation in India extends to meeting international demand, with the country emerging
as a significant exporter of orchids and related products.
o Export figures, as per the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare's statistics, reflect
growing global recognition of Indian orchids.
e Technology Adoption and Research Collabourations:
o Technological advancements, such as greenhouse cultivation and tissue culture techniques,
contribute to orchid cultivation's commercial success.
o Research collabourations drive innovation in enhancing varieties, disease resistance, and
production efficiency within the industry.

Challenges
e Infrastructure and Technology Gap:
o Limited access to modern greenhouse facilities and advanced cultivation technologies poses a
challenge for orchid growers, particularly in remote areas.
o Bridging this gap through global collabouration and research partnerships is crucial for
sustainable growth.
e Pest and Disease Management:
o Orchids are susceptible to various pests and diseases, impacting crop yield and quality.
o Effective pest and disease management strategies, along with ongoing research and extension
services, are essential for sustaining commercial success.
e Environmental Concerns and Sustainability:
o Intensive cultivation practices raise concerns about environmental sustainability, including
water usage, chemical inputs, and energy consumption.
o Adoption of eco-friendly practices, sustainable cultivation methods, and promotion of organic
alternatives are crucial for addressing these concerns.
e Promotion of Sustainable Practices:
o Proactive adoption and promotion of environmentally responsible cultivation methods are
essential.
o Certifications for sustainable practices can enhance the industry's image and access to premium
markets.
e Skill Development and Training:
o The success of orchid cultivation requires skilled manpower proficient in advanced techniques.
o Ongoing training programmes and collabourations between industry stakeholders and
educational institutions are crucial for addressing skill gaps.

The Indian orchid floriculture industry faces challenges in infrastructure, pest management, and sustainability,
but with proactive measures and global collabouration, it holds promising future prospects. By promoting
sustainable practices, addressing skill gaps, and diversifying product offerings, the industry can thrive,
contributing to economic and environmental sustainability while meeting the growing demand for ornamental
plants.
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Organic Farming: Benefits, Present Status and Future Prospects

India has made remarkable strides in its agricultural sector over seven decades of planned economic
development. From 50.8 million tonnes in 1950-51, food grain production has surged impressively to 329.7
million tonnes in 2022-23. Notably, this growth rate of 2.71% annually has surpassed the population growth
rate of 1.98%, as per the latest United Nations projections. This surge, mainly seen after the Green Revolution,
is attributed to the increased use of high-yield variety seeds, chemical fertilisers, pesticides, insecticides, and
fungicides. While these inputs boosted yields, concerns over their adverse effects on human health and the
ecosystem have emerged. The excessive use of chemical inputs has prompted a shift towards sustainable
agricultural practices, including organic farming, to ensure long-term agricultural viability.

Need of Organic Farming
¢ Environmental Benefits:
o Promotes biodiversity and conserves soil health.
o Reduces water pollution by avoiding synthetic pesticides and fertilizers.
o Ensures long-term sustainability of agriculture.
e Economic Benefits:
o Reduces input costs for farmers.
o Creates better market access and premium prices for eco-friendly products.
o Provides economic sustainability to farmers and improves their overall income.
Health Benefits:
o Improves the overall health of the farming community by reducing dependence on chemical
inputs.

o Provides consumers with healthier and safer food options.
o Organic produce often contains higher nutritional value, contributing to better consumer health.

Nutritional Benefits:
o Nutrient-rich crops with higher levels of vitamins, minerals, and antioxidants.
o Absence of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) aligns with consumer preferences for
natural and unmodified food products.

Societal Benefits:
o Safeguards the wellbeing of farmers and consumers.
o Contributes to India's overall ecological balance and supports a resilient agricultural future.

e Governmental Benefits:

o Aligns with environmental conservation goals and sustainable development.

o Enhances agricultural exports by potentially opening up international markets for organic
products.

o Addresses public health concerns related to chemical residues in food, leading to potential
healthcare cost savings.

Status of Organic Farming
e Historical Foundation:
o Organic farming in India has ancient roots, stemming from traditional agricultural practices in
villages and farming communities.
o These practices have thrived for millennia, reflecting a rich historical foundation.
e Modern Development:
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o Modern standards-based organic agriculture gained momentum recently due to increased

demand for organic products in the western world.
e National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP):
o Launched in 2001 under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India.
o Provides an institutional framework for accreditation and certification of organic agricultural
processes.
o NPOP standards have earned international recognition, including from countries like the USA,
European Union, and Switzerland.
o Mandated by the Foreign Trade Development and Regulation (FTDR) Act in 2004 for
exporting organic products from India.
e National Centre for Organic and Natural Farming (NCONF):
o Established in 2004, renamed as NCONF in March 2022.
o Serves as a nodal organization for promoting organic farming.
o Committed to promoting chemical-free sustainable agricultural practices, including organic,
natural, and regenerative farming methods.
o Focuses on capacity building through training programs, workshops, and information
dissemination.

Organic Production
e Cultural Legacy and Advantageous Conditions:

o India's diverse agro-climatic conditions provide a strong foundation for organic production.

o The cultural legacy of organic farming adds a unique dimension and offers advantages to
producers.

e Milestone Achievement:

o India achieved a commendable milestone by producing 2,972.39 thousand metric tonnes of
organic products in the fiscal year 2022-23.

o This significant production reflects India's inherent potential and tradition of organic farming
across various regions.

e Product Diversity:

o Organic production in India encompasses a wide array of food items, including cereals, pulses,
millets, oilseeds, tea, coffee, fruits, vegetables, spices, dry fruits, sugarcane, and processed
foods.

o Additionally, cultivation extends to non-edible sectors such as organic cotton, fiber, medicinal,
herbal, and aromatic plants.

e State-wise Production:

o Madhya Pradesh is the single largest producer of organic products, accounting for nearly 28%
of the country's production.

o Other top-ranking states include Maharashtra (27%), Rajasthan (11%), Karnataka (8%), and
Uttar Pradesh (7%).

o These five states collectively contribute to approximately 81% of the country's organic
production, indicating significant potential for widespread adoption of organic farming
practices across the nation.

e Commodity Distribution:

o Fibre crops rank as the single largest category of organic production, followed by oilseeds and
sugar crops.

o The distribution of organic production across states underscores the diverse agricultural
landscape and the opportunity for further expansion of organic farming practices.
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Initiatives to Promote Organic Farming:

Government Schemes: Schemes like the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA)
operational since 2014-15, focus on increasing water-use efficiency, promoting organic farming, and
adopting climate-resilient sustainable agricultural practices.

Financial Incentives and Support: Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) launched in April
2015 encourages organic farming by providing financial assistance, seeds, and essential resources to
farmers forming groups for cultivating organic crops.

Technology Integration: Precision farming techniques, IT-based monitoring systems, and data
analytics optimize resource utilization, provide real-time information to farmers, and improve crop
yield.

Research and Development: Investment in R&D is crucial to making organic farming more efficient
and attractive to new generations of farmers. Developing resilient crop varieties, exploring new organic
pest control methods, and enhancing soil health through innovative techniques contribute to long-term
sustainability.

Challenges Faced:

Limited Awareness and Education: Farmers lack awareness and education about organic practices,
facing challenges such as high initial certification costs and lack of well-established market
infrastructure for organic products.

Transition Period Hurdles: During the transition to organic farming, initial yields may decrease
temporarily, posing financial challenges to growers. Farmers struggle with managing pests and
diseases using natural methods, leading to scepticism about the effectiveness of organic practices.
Quality Control and Certification Issues: Challenges related to quality control, certifications, and
scaling up operations while maintaining stringent standards complicate the organic farming landscape.

Way Forward:

Comprehensive Approach: Addressing challenges requires a comprehensive approach involving
education, policy support, research, and infrastructure development.

Government Support: Continued policy support from the Government, strengthening existing
schemes, providing financial incentives, and addressing challenges faced by farmers will create an
environment conducive to the widespread adoption of organic farming practices.

Consumer Education: Educating consumers about the benefits of organic produce is key to sustaining
demand for organic products.

Collabouration and Networking: Encouraging collabouration and networking among stakeholders
including farmers, consumers, NGOs, researchers, and industry will foster a supportive ecosystem for
organic farming in India.
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Vertical Farming and Hydroponics: Future Urban Agriculture

Addressing the escalating global food demand and nutritional needs amidst a growing population and
diminishing farmlands, urban agriculture solutions have gained prominence. Countries grappling with
sustainable food production and supply challenges are turning to advanced farming methods to ensure future
food security and nutrition. In India, hydroponics and vertical farming are emerging as crucial techniques for
sustainable and efficient food production, especially given the rising demand for leafy greens and fruits like
strawberries and blueberries.

By 2050, the global population will hit 9.8 billion, with 70% living in cities. In India, urban dwellers are
expected to reach 53% by then. With limited agricultural land, Urban Farming (UF) methods like vertical and
hydroponic farming offer a sustainable solution. The global vertical farming market is projected to reach USD
33.02 billion by 2030, with India's market expected to grow at a CAGR of 25.4% from 2023-2028.

Methods of Hydroponics
e Vertical Farming (VF):

o Definition: VF departs from traditional soil-based farming, involving stacked layers of crop
growth in protected indoor environments.

o Origins: Prof. Despommier is credited as the founder, proposing VF as a solution for
nutritional needs in megacities.

o Methodology: Crops are cultivated in vertically stacked layers within indoor environments,
enhancing food production and sustainability.

o Global Presence: Successful commercial VF ventures exist in European countries, addressing
space constraints and urban farming needs.

o Importance: Vital for low- and lower-middle-income countries, VF offers solutions for food
security, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa and parts of Southern Asia.

e Hydroponics in Vertical Farming:

o Technique: Hydroponics involves growing plants in nutrient-rich water solutions without soil,
utilizing 60-70% less water than traditional agriculture.

o Benefits: Highly efficient, allowing for quicker and more efficient growth of a diverse range
of crops, from leafy greens to fruitful plants.

o Applications in India: Hydroponics gaining popularity among entrepreneurs and farmers for
urban farming, rooftop gardening, and commercial cultivation.

o Integration with Vertical Farming: Often integrated into VF systems, contributing to
sustainable and compact cultivation practices.

Different Hydroponic Systems:
e Deep Water Culture (DWC):
o Plant roots submerged in nutrient solution.
o Simple and low-cost, suitable for beginners.
o Promotes nutrient absorption through oxygenated water.
e Nutrient Film Technique (NFT):
o Constant flow of nutrient solution over roots.
o Provides steady supply of nutrients and oxygen.
e Ebb and Flow System:
o Cyclic submersion of plants in nutrient solution.
o Provides nutrients and oxygen through periodic drainage back into reservoir.
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e Drip System:
o Delivers nutrient solutions directly to plant roots using tubes and drippers.
o Solution dripped onto growing medium and can be drained back for potential reuse.
e Aeroponics:
o Plant roots suspended in air and misted with nutrient solution.
o Promotes rapid growth.
e Wicking System:
o Plants in inert medium use cotton rope wick to draw nutrient solution from reservoir to root
zone.
e Vertical Tower Systems:
o Allows vertical growth of plants, maximizing limited space.
e Krakty Method:
o Cost-effective system not requiring electronic devices.
o Involves initial administration of water and nutrients, minimizing water wastage.

Benefits of Combining Hydroponics and Vertical Farming:
e Enhances efficiency and productivity of resources for food production.
e Successful for urban farming, particularly for leafy green vegetables.
e Facilitates year-round cultivation of crops like lettuce, kale, and spinach in controlled environments.
e Optimizes space and resources, making it an attractive choice for urban food production.

Crop Management in Hydroponics:
e pH Optimization:
o Plants thrive in slightly acidic conditions, with a pH range of 5.5 to 6.5, enhancing nutrient
uptake.
Preferably, maintain neutral water in the hydroponic system.
Adjust nutrient solution pH twice daily using acids (sulphuric, nitric, phosphoric, citric, or
acetic) to lower pH and potassium hydroxide, sodium hydroxide, or bicarbonate of soda to raise
it.
e Nutrient Solution Strength (EC):
o Measure nutrient solution strength with an Electrical Conductivity (EC) meter, impacting plant
growth.
o Automatic hydroponic systems manage EC, requiring daily checks for manual adjustments.
o Maintaining optimal pH and EC levels is crucial for crop productivity.
e Temperature Regulation:
o Favorable temperature range of 15-18°C is ideal for leafy and exotic vegetables, with tolerance
down to 7°C.
o Ensure adequate oxygen in nutrient solution for root absorption, preventing waterlogged
conditions.
e Oxygen Solubility:
o Solubility of oxygen decreases with increasing temperatures, highlighting the importance of
proper aeration for root health.

Commonly Grown Crops:

e Leafy Greens and Vegetables: Lettuce, spinach, kale, pak choi, arugula, coriander, chard, collard
green, tomatoes, pepper, broccoli, cucumber, beans.
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Herbs: Chives, basil, mint, oregano, fennel, parsley.

Fruits: Strawberries, blueberries.

Initiatives and Research:

ICAR-CISH, Lucknow, standardizing vegetable, herb, and strawberry cultivation in subtropical
climates.

Demonstrated hydroponic systems: aeroponic, ebb and flow, Nutrient Film Technique, drip
hydroponic.

Drip system suitable for indeterminate tomatoes, cherry tomatoes, and parthenocarpic cucumber.
Nutrient film techniques effective for leafy vegetables, indeterminate tomatoes, and capsicum.

Ebb and flow system effective for growing leafy vegetables and seedlings.

Innovations in Hydroponics:

ICAR-Indian Institute of Horticulture Research, Bengaluru (IIHR) developed "Cocoponics," a variant
using cocopeat as a substrate.

Complete production technology developed, including liquid nutrient formulation, for soilless
cultivation of various vegetables and exotic leafy vegetables.

Some hydroponics companies in India: Nutrifresh, Akarshak Hydroponics, Urban Kisaan, Future
Farms, Rise Hydroponics, Evergreen Farms.

Advantages of Hydroponics with Vertical Farming:

Land Utilization: Utilizes 99% less land than traditional farming.

Water Efficiency: Requires less water than conventional methods.

Controlled Microclimate: Enables year-round cultivation of crops indoors.

Pest and Disease Protection: Reduces need for pesticides and fertilizers.

Location Flexibility: Can be set up anywhere, reducing transportation costs.

Access to Fresh Produce: Ensures reliable and sustainable food sources.

Increased Productivity: Enhances plant productivity per unit area.

Automated Monitoring and Control: Optimizes growing conditions.

Urban Environmental and Socio-economic Benefits: Provides environmental benefits and socio-
economic advantages in urban areas.

Disadvantages of Hydroponics with Vertical Farming:

High Infrastructure Costs: Significant initial investment hinders widespread adoption.

Labour Intensiveness: Requires a highly educated workforce, leading to elevated labour expenses.
Energy Demands: Relies on artificial lighting and climate control, increasing production costs.
Pollination Challenges: Lack of natural pollinators may result in poor fruit quality.

Limited Crop Range: Commercially cultivated crops are often restricted to leafy greens and
microgreens.

Maintenance Requirements: Continuous attention and upkeep are necessary, including regular
maintenance of equipment.

Vertical farming, utilizing affordable shipping containers and abandoned warehouses, offers sustainable
solutions to urban agriculture challenges. Collaborative research is crucial for integrating current technology
practices for increased sustainability. Hydroponics maximizes resource use, enables year-round crop
production, and reduces waste, promoting sustainability. Integration of smart technologies enhances
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agricultural productivity. Supportive policies and incentives are needed for widespread adoption, encouraging

investment, and promoting urban agriculture through startups.
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