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Rural Tourism: Catalysing the Multifold Developments in
Rural India

Rural tourism encompasses travel to countryside areas, emphasizing community, sustainable
development, and cultural identity. Its origins trace back to the 19th century, gaining momentum
as cities industrialized. Since the 1980s, it's been viewed as vital for rural economy and global
development. In India, rural tourism is still developing but holds promise for showcasing authentic
culture, creating jobs, and curbing rural-to-urban migration, contributing to sustainable growth.

Rural Tourism Development in India

o Initiatives:

0 Recognized in the tenth five-year plan (2002 - 2007).

0 Prioritized in the eleventh five-year plan (2007 - 2012) with 65 projects sanctioned.

0 Twelfth five-year plan (2012 - 2017) aimed to develop niche tourism sectors, including
rural tourism.

e Government Strategies:

O Ministry of Tourism formulated Roadmap for Rural Tourism Development and
Promotion of Rural Homestays.

0 Focus on leveraging rural tourism potential through key strategic pillars: policy
benchmarking, digital technology, tourism clusters, marketing, capacity building, and
governance.

e Implementation Plans:

0 Strategies address rural challenges such as' secondary employment, training,
infrastructure, and migration.

0 Indian Institute of Tourism-and Travel Management designated as the Central Nodal
Agency for Rural Tourism and Rural Homestay, responsible for implementation and
support.

Global Recognition of'Rural Tourism

Collaboration:
tions convened the first Tourism Working Group (TWG) meeting, with a focus

o] Dlscuss1ons centered on the positive impact of rural tourism at the grassroots level.
e Development Initiatives in India
0 Ministry of Tourism's Objectives:
* Aims to enhance the impact of rural tourism on environment, culture, tradition,
and economy.
* Focus on strengthening local communities alongside tourism development.
0 Recognition Programs:
= Launch of the Best Tourism Village Competition and Best Rural Homestay
Competition by the Government of India.
= 35 villages recognized as the Best Tourism Villages in the first edition, serving
as models for others to replicate.
= Second edition received 991 applications for the Best Tourism Village
Competition and 802 for the Best Rural Homestay Competition in 2024.
0 Promotional Efforts:
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*» Introduction of a dedicated website (www.rural.tourism.gov.in) to showcase the
potential of Rural Tourism in India.

» Features information about rural tourism destinations, homestays, government
initiatives, and industry efforts.

* Aims to act as an encyclopedia for Rural Tourism and foster collaboration
among stakeholders, communities, and tourists.

Government of India's Global Recognition in Rural Tourism

e UNWTO Accolades:

0 Pochampally village, Telangana, recognized as the UNWTO Best Tourism Village in
2021 for its community involvement in promoting Pochampally silk.

0 Dhordo village, Gujarat, awarded the UNWTO Best Tourism Village in 2023,
showcasing tourism as a vital economic driver and commitment to sustainable
practices.

e Upgrade Program Recognition:

0 Khonoma, Nagaland, and Madla, Madhya Pradesh, recognized under the UNWTO
Upgrade Program in 2022 and 2023 respectively.

o0 Identified as villages with potential for improvement towards becoming Best Tourism

Villages.
Empowering Border Villages _ _
- : N | Buevee | 7es
e Vibrant Village Program: et - arShotsay

0 Initiative by the Government
of India to wuplift border
villages, repositioning them

National Strategy :-md Roadmap for
Development of Rural Tourism in India

as the forefront of rural Key Strategic Pillars
development.

o Focus on enhancing 1 Model policies and best practices
: : 3 —  for rural tourism
livelihoods ~through farming;
cattle rasing, and traditional 2 [] Digital technologies and platforms

tions. "=- for rural tourism
o] ment efforts include
N P infrastructure, 3 @ Developing clusters for rural tourism

education, ‘and

economic wth. 4 c@" Marketing support for rural tourism
¢ Key Development Areas: g

0 Priorities include: all-weather
roads, access to¥elean Water, 5 & Capacity building of stakeholders
24x7 electricity with a focus -
on renewable energy sources, 6 X g;“ni;ﬁgff Bl Institutions]
and enhanced mobile and
internet connectivity. @ @rvratourisming @) @ruraiourismiND © @ruralTourismiND ©) cruritourismin

o0 Establishment of tourist
centers, multi-purpose facilities, and health and wellness centers to further bolster
development efforts.

Community Reinforcements

e Community reinforcement involves raising awareness and understanding of rural tourism.
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e The Ministry of Tourism is strategizing capacity-building initiatives among stakeholders from
Central Government Ministries to local communities.

e The government aims to establish Capacity Building Resource Centers at national, state, and
cluster levels.

e These centers will serve as pivotal platforms for stakeholders, facilitating knowledge
exchange and interaction.

e They will act as repositories for tourism knowledge, tailoring it into modules for local
communities and MSMEs.

e The knowledge will be contextualized for regional use and used to develop standards for
responsible tourism.

e The centers will support local community-based tourism and enhance stakeholder capacities.

e Emphasis will be placed on collaboration over competition to enhance resilience against
challenges.

e Rural tourism plays a crucial role in fostering rural development by offering benefits such as
competitions, international recognition, and strategic programs.

e It unlocks economic growth, preserves cultural heritage, and empowers local communities.

e These approaches position rural India as a vibrant hub for responsible tourism, fostering
resilience and enhancing overall well-being.
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Redefining Tourism: Festivals, Cuisine, and Music of

Northeast India

The Northeastern Region of India is a melting pot of over 200 different tribal and non-tribal ethnic
communities, each with its distinct culture and traditions. This diversity has earned the region the
moniker of an anthropologists' paradise, with human footprints tracing back to the Early Stone Age.
The racial makeup of the Northeast includes Mongoloids, Aryans, pre-Dravidians, Eurasians,
Australoids, and others, creating a rich tapestry of cultures and traditions.

Festivals in the Northeast are vibrant expressions of this cultural diversity, showcasing
colorful folk dances, traditional music, and cuisine. These festivals have not only provided
tourists with a glimpse into the region's diverse tribes but have also brought economic
benefits to the communities.

The region's culinary

diversity, with each district or RECOI'II Brealﬂng TIJIII‘ISIII in

tribe offering its exclusive Nnrth East
cuisine, has led to the

emergence of food festivals,

2022 Witnessed Remarkable Tourist Footfall
in NER

attracting increasing More than More than

. 1.8 MILLION 1LAKH
numbers of tourists. Domestic Foreign
Traditionally  engaged in T““"su u"”""s
agriculture, ~ most  ethnic Gol's massive Infrastructural push unleashes new wave of
communities' festivals revolve Tourism ﬂEUElﬂp ment
around the annual

vsiabuvned  Gladdening trend. Increased tourism

sowing and harvest seasons. . =g . ® .
o means increased prosperity in the region
i visitors, but. in
here has been a
t interest specifically to witness these cultural celebrations.

ism in the Northeast was concentrated around wildlife sanctuaries and
natural attfactionls. However, with improved security conditions and a shift in focus towards
ethnic resources, the region is redefining its tourism potential.

Factors contributing to this shift include a more positive perception of the region due to
improved security and a decline in negative publicity. Additionally, communities themselves
are increasingly viewing tourism as an essential economic activity, further promoting their
unique festivals, cuisine, music, and culture.

The advent of the Internet and digital media has facilitated greater information sharing about
the Northeast's untold stories, enhancing its appeal to tourists seeking authentic cultural
experiences.

Ethnic Festivals

Distinct Festivals in Northeast India:
0 Not all ethnic communities in the Northeast have effectively promoted their cultural
traits and festivals to attract tourists due to various reasons.

4
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However, standout festivals in recent decades include the Rongali Bihu festival of the
Assamese, the Chapchar Kut festival of the Mizos, and the Wangala festival of the
Geros of Meghalaya.

The Rongali Bihu festival in Assam, celebrated in mid-April, is known for its vibrant
music, dance, and Assam silk fabrics. Central celebrations at Srimanta Sankaradeva
Kalakshetra in Guwahati are particularly noteworthy.

The Chandubi Festival, held in January beside Chandubi Lake, showcases Rabha
tribe music, dances, and cuisine. Similarly, the Jon-Beel Mela in Jagiroad has become
a tourist attraction, offering traditional food and fabrics.

The Karbi Youth Festival, initiated by the Karbi community fifty years ago, has
promoted their culture as a tourism activity. Nagaland's Hornbill Festival, launched in
2000, attracts hundreds of tourists annually with colorful folk dances, music, and
food from seventeen tribes.

In Arunachal Pradesh, the Lossar festival of the Monpa tribe, held in February,
features colorful mask dances.

Mizoram's Chapchar Kut festival in mid-March, celebrating the completion of the jhum
operation, has become a major tourist attraction with the thrilling Bamboo Dance.
Nagaland's Sekrenyi and Moatsu festivals; held in February and May respectively, are
gaining popularity among tourists for their cultural significance and unique cuisine.
Meghalaya offers festivals like Nongkrem, Shad-Suk-mynsiem, and Wangala, along
with the Cherry Blossom Festival in November, attracting both traditional and modern
enthusiasts.

e Tourism Trends in Northeast'India:

(0]

Ethnic festivals have become a significant tourism trend in the Northeast in recent
decades, attracting both domestic and foreign tourists.

These festivals offer tourists a glimpse into the diverse cultures and traditions of the
region, contributing to the economic well-being of local communities.

Traditional dances, music, cuisine, and unique cultural practices are major draws for
ists, highlighting the region's cultural richness and diversity.

trepreneurs have introduced new tourism products, such as the Mawhphlang

. Sac Groves in Meghalaya, to further enhance tourist experiences and promote

Festival in-Shillong,“alongside traditional festivals, showcasing the region's blend of
tradition and modernity.

e Shillong, known as the Rock Capital of India, is famed for its locally crafted guitars and
talented guitarists like Lou Majaw.

e Celebrations during Bob Dylan's birthday draw large crowds, highlighting the city's musical
culture.

e The Ziro Music Festival, held annually in Arunachal Pradesh's Apatani Valley since 2012,
combines traditional Himalayan music with performances by renowned bands.

e Majuli, the world's largest river island, offers ethnic festivals and music, notably the Raas
Festival in November, showcasing Vaishnavite culture.

5
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e The island also hosts the Ali-ai-Lrigang festival in April, featuring the Mising tribal
community's traditional Oinatom songs.

e Majuli's newest attraction is the Mon-geet festival in mid-January, celebrating music,
culture, and culinary traditions on the banks of the Brahmaputra River.

Unique Cuisine

e In recent decades, ethnic food has become a hit among tourists in Northeast India.

e Modern tourists, particularly the younger generation, are keen to explore diverse culinary
traditions.

e Unlike before, tourists now seek out authentic local cuisine, moving beyond standard
European or Indian fare.

e Each district and tribe offers its unique cuisine, turning the region into a hub for food
festivals.

e Homestay facilities have become popular, allowing tourists to dine with host families and
experience genuine ethnic food.

e There's a growing interest among tourists to immerse themselves in the culture, music, and
culinary traditions of local communities.

e Many tourists prefer longer stays, often choosing to live'with communities to learn more
about their way of life.
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Amenitisation of Rural India for Nature Tourism

Despite its importance, Rural Tourism in India is still viewed with skepticism by both rural
communities from an entrepreneurial standpoint and prospective tourists. Consequently, the
potential of Rural Tourism remains largely untapped in the country. Unlike in countries where
Rural Tourism is well-established, there is a lack of recognition for the need to provide enabling
amenities in Indian villages, resulting in waning interest. The process of creating this conducive
environment, known as 'Amenitisation’, involves multi-stakeholder engagement rather than just
policy interventions.

Rural India and Nature Tourism

Rural Tourismy ), ~

The true potential of tourism in India lies in rural areas, characterized by open spaces, small
settlements, farms, and abundant nature.

Rural tourism offers opportunities for authentic' experiences rooted in. folk culture,
contrasting with urbanized environments.

Urbanizing rural areas for tourism would strip away the ‘natural beauty and cultural
authenticity that attract visitors.

Artificial interventions like fountains and disco lights cannot replicate the simple charm of
nature walks.

Rural India serves as the custodian of nature, and urbanization threatens to diminish its
natural beauty.

Tourism is an economic boon for rural India, but it requires maintaining the pristine beauty
of nature through amenitisation.

Rural India offers unique experiences appealing to domestic, urban, and foreign travelers.
The Home Stay concept in India has potential for expansion but lacks comprehensive
packaging and professional upkeep:

Skills training is needed to provide a wholesome experience for value tourists, including
accommodation maintenance, sanitation, and service quality.

Community engagement is essential to address socio-cultural complexities and gender roles
in rural ism.

tay entrepreneurs come from lower and medium income groups, requiring
ention for sustainable micro-entrepreneurship models.

Rural tourism, as defined by the World Tourism Organization, is characterized by factors like
low population density, agricultural landscapes, and traditional social structures.

In India, rural tourism promotes sustainable development while preserving cultural identity
and social values.

It serves as a key solution to urban migration by providing entrepreneurship-based job
opportunities in rural areas.

Bhutan's successful community-based tourism model demonstrates economic benefits for
village communities, with direct sales of farm products and professional training.

Innovative tourism initiatives like Farm Tourism offer hands-on agricultural experiences and
traditional cooking in village settings.

Nature Walks in villages provide authentic rural experiences without artificial suppression of
natural scents.

Volunteer Tourism allows tourists to contribute to rural communities through teaching,
artwork, or agricultural assistance, fostering social bonding and community engagement.

7
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As a solution to Environmental Challenges

Rural tourism promotes sustainable lifestyles, discouraging excessive urban resource
consumption.

Urgent action is needed to address climate change vulnerabilities in the Himalayan Mountain
range, highlighted at COP 28.

Rural tourism has significant potential in the Himalayan region, covering around 12.56% of
India's total area.

Integrating rural tourism with the National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem
(NMSHE) policy is crucial for sustainable development.

India aims for net-zero emissions by 2070, with a focus on enhancing forest cover.

Rural tourism serves as a solution to low-carbon development, addressing pollution and
carbon dioxide removal while harnessing green resources.

Amenitisation in Rural Tourism

Affirmatory Amenities:

0 Access to healthcare: Prompt access to healthcare services, especially for
emergencies, is crucial in remote villages.

0 Sanitation and waste management: Effective waste management and sanitation
facilities are essential for maintaining cleanliness and hygiene.

0 Access to safe potable water: Ensuring access to safe drinking water prevents health
issues among visitors.

0 Green power: Utilizing renewable energy sources like solar power promotes
environmental sustainability.

0 Street lighting: Adequate Street lighting enhances safety and security, especially
during nighttime.

0 Smart security solutions: Implementing smart security measures provides additional
safety fortourists.

T1: vel nectivity: Improved travel connectivity facilitates access to remote
locations.
o Explicitation of restrictive practices: Educating tourists about local sensitivities
helps ensure compatibility and respect.
Value Adding Amenities:
o Digital skill set: Enhancing digital literacy among village communities enables
effective communication and marketing.
0 Hospitality skill set: Developing hospitality skills among hosts ensures professional
treatment of guests.
0 'Village Kutir Udyam': Promoting local artisanal products and activities enhances the
tourist experience and provides additional income to villagers.
0 Local community connect: Engaging with local community groups offers tourists
unique cultural experiences and opportunities for participation in social activities.
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Postal Heritage: Converting Postal heritage into Tourist

Attractions

India's postal history dates back to ancient times, with the modern postal system established by the
British in the 19th century. Post offices, mail trains, and stamps were crucial for communication.
The Postal Department manages 44 heritage buildings and over 350 pre-1939 structures, working
with INTACH and CPWD to restore them and promote tourism.

Tourism trend and Colonial Heritage of India

Historical Backifoun

India attracts 8-10 million international tourists annually, primarily from the Asia Pacific
region.

Top destinations for foreign tourists include Gujarat, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Delhi, and
Uttar Pradesh (UP).

Domestic tourism in India sees a massive turnout of 600-700. million travelers each year,
with Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, and Gujarat being popular
destinations.

Over 80% of international tourists visiting India come from Bangladesh, the EU, USA, and
UK.

Historical sites from the colonial era, such as those dating back to British rule, are
particularly appealing to around 3.5 million tourists annually.

The British colonial period saw the establishment of key institutions like railways and postal
services, shaping India's infrastructure.

The modern organized postal system in India was established in the 19th century, playing a
crucial role in communication.

Many heritage buildings associated with the colonial period stand as testaments to India's
history architectural legacy.

Efforts ar
orgah\izati

derway to preserve and restore these historic buildings, with collaboration from
ike INTACH and CPWD.

f the IndianPost Office:

Before 1854, the Post Office in India was a collection of services in different provinces with
separate rules and postage rates.

Regular mail services were limited,
and district collectors managed local
post offices.

In 1850, a Commission was appointed
to evaluate the postal services, leading
to the Post Office Act of 1854, which
established the Post Office as an
Imperial Department under a single
head, the Director-General.
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Heritage Post Office Buildings:

General Post Office, Calcutta (Kolkata):
0 Built in 1868 from designs by Mr. Grenville.
0 Located at the site of the first Fort William.
General Post Office, Bombay (Mumbai):
0 Constructed in 1910 by Mr. James Begg.
0 Inspired by the Gol Gumbaz of Bijapur.
General Post Office, Madras (Chennai):
0 Opened to the public in 1885, designed by Mr. Chisholm.

0 Located facing the sea.

Various contemporary aspects

Significance of Post Office Buildings:
0 These buildings served as more than just postal hubs; they were architectural
landmarks and integral parts of colonial infrastructure.
0 Many were designed to accommodate ;growing postal services, with proper halls for
public transactions and spaces for independent branch operations.
Architectural Influencés and Styles:
0 Buildings across various-cities reflected different architectural styles, including Indo-
Saracenic, Neo-Tudor, Palladian, and Georgian.

otable examples include Kolkata GPO, Nagpur GPO, and Pune HPO, each

ing distinct architectural influences.

0 Many heritage buildings have undergone transformations over the years, adapting to
changing needs and functions.

0 Some have been repurposed for modern use, such as museums or administrative
offices, while others remain active postal facilities.

Cultural and Historical Significance:

0 These buildings hold historical significance, representing not only colonial-era postal
infrastructure but also broader cultural and architectural heritage.

0 Some buildings, like the Delhi GPO and Lashkar Post Office in Gwalior, have ties to

significant historical events and personalities.

10
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e Preservation Efforts:
0 The Department of Posts collaborates with organizations like INTACH and CPWD to
restore and preserve these heritage buildings.
o Efforts are underway to develop these buildings as tourist attractions, allowing visitors

to appreciate their architectural beauty and historical significance.
Way Forward for Promoting Postal Heritage Tourism:

e Policy Notification: Develop a policy in collaboration with the Ministry of Tourism and
Ministry of Culture to open heritage buildings for tourism purposes.
e Historical Documentation:
0 Conduct research and compile comprehensive histories of heritage buildings.
o Display interesting facts on attractive signage in front of buildings, promote on social
media, and include in tourist publications.
e Collaboration with Tourism Guilds: Engage tourist guide ‘guilds to include heritage
buildings in regular tourist circuits and itineraries.
e Building Restoration: Restore heritage buildings to their original designs, preserving their
architectural integrity.
e Accessibility for Tourists: Open main areas of buildings to tourists and guides, freeing
them from official use.

e Establishment of Museums: Set up museums within buildings to showcase local postal

history:
e Revenue ration:
o Irgorp postal heritage tourism as a revenue-generating activity for the

0 Fund heritage building restoration through entry tickets, souvenir sales, etc.

Promoting India's rich postal heritage not only creates tourist attractions and boosts local
employment but also contributes to the restoration and maintenance of historical buildings across

towns and cities.

11
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Crafting Rural Cultural traits through Tourism

Rural India's rich cultural heritage faces challenges from globalization and changing lifestyles, but
cultural trails offer a sustainable solution. These thoughtfully crafted trails showcase diverse
traditions, fostering community pride and economic opportunities. By blending tangible and
intangible assets and ensuring accessibility, rural tourism can revitalize communities while
preserving India's cultural essence.

The Art of ‘Crafting’ Cultural Trails

e Definition and Purpose of Rural Cultural Trails:

(0]

(0]

(0]

Rural Cultural Trails are curated routes designed to showcase a rural region’s unique
cultural identity.

These trails typically feature local crafts, traditional art forms, heritage ‘sites, and
immersive cultural experiences.

The primary purpose is to provide tourists with an authentic understanding of the
region's heritage while supporting economic growth and community pride.

e Components of a Successful Cultural Trail:

(0]

(0}

Tangible and Intangible Heritage: Trails should encompass both tangible
(monuments, architecture) and intangible (art forms, rituals) cultural assets.
Thematic Narrative: A strong thematic thread should bind the diverse elements of
the trail, highlighting the history of crafts, local festivals, or the connection between
people and land.

Respectful Exploration: Visitors should engage in genuine exchanges and respect
local traditions, avoiding staged performances or inauthentic experiences.

Community Involvement: Trails should be built with and by the local community,
ensuring their voices rare heard, traditions respected, and benefits derived from
tourism revenue.

cessibility: Trails should be physically accessible, offer information in multiple
es, provide signage, and train local guides to cater to diverse tourists,
g those with disabilities.

ility: Management strategies should be in place to safeguard the natural

g environmentally conscious practices.

e Examples of Cultural Trails:

(0]

Odisha's Danda Nata Trail: Showcases
the dynamic folk dance of Danda Nata,
part of © ‘Ganjam's rich tradition,
performed to honor Lord Krishna, Lord &
Shiva, and Goddess Kali.

Madhya Pradesh's Living Traditions
Chanderi Trail: Takes visitors through
the history and techniques of Chanderi |1y
weaving, highlighting artisans' skills and |
intricate motifs.

12



J DHYEYA IAS Kurukshetra

1 most trusted since 2003

0 Rajasthan's Block-Printing and Manganiyar Music Trail: Offers experiences of
witnessing block-printers at work and listening to Manganiyar musicians playing
tunes passed down through generations.

Thinking beyond the Obvious Scope of Tourism

e Lighthouse Tourism:

0 Lighthouses hold historical, architectural, and cultural significance, offering unique
experiences for visitors.

0 Countries like the United States and India have recognized their tourism potential and
developed initiatives to promote lighthouse tourism.

0 India's vast coastline presents opportunities to attract tourists interested in maritime
heritage, architecture, and coastal landscapes.

o Examples include the ancient port of Poompuhar in Tamil Nadu, Kaup Lighthouse in
Karnataka, and Alappuzha Lighthouse in Kerala.

e Other Untapped Tourism Opportunities:

0 Industrial Heritage Sites: Former industrial sites can.offer insights into a region's
industrial history. Regions like Jamshedpur and Raniganj in.India could develop
industrial heritage tourism initiatives.

0 Agricultural Tourism: Rural areas with vibrant agricultural-landscapes can offer
immersive experiences for tourists. States like Punjab, Maharashtra, and Karnataka
could promote agricultural  tourism ~by  offering farm stays and agritourism
experiences.

0 Dark Sky Tourism: Areas with minimal light pollution are ideal for stargazing and
astronomy tourism. Rural regions in_India, such as Ladakh, Spiti Valley, and rural
Rajasthan, offer excellent opportunities for dark sky tourism.

Engaging Local Communities‘for Sustainable | Rural Tourism

e Alignment with Local Values:
0 Ensuring that tourism initiatives align with local values and needs fosters a sense of
ownership and responsibility within the community.

ation of cultural heritage is essential for revitalizing traditions and supporting

\ isans.

e Environme Conservation: Promoting responsible environmental practices, such as

waste manage t and sustainable transportation, helps safeguard rural landscapes and

biodiversity.

e Capacity Building and Empowerment: Involving locals in capacity-building initiatives
empowers them with skills for employment and entrepreneurship, contributing to inclusive
growth.

e Equitable Distribution of Benefits: Ensuring an equitable distribution of benefits from
tourism activities reduces disparities and promotes inclusive growth within the community.

e Cultural Exchange: Cultural exchange initiatives foster mutual understanding and respect
between tourists and hosts, enriching both parties' experiences.

e Comprehensive Planning and Monitoring: Long-term sustainability requires
comprehensive planning, stakeholder collaboration, and monitoring of impacts to address
challenges and maximize positive outcomes.

(0]

By implementing these strategies, rural tourism can become a catalyst for positive change,
preserving culture, supporting communities, and conserving the environment. Ongoing
collaboration and commitment to sustainability are essential for rural destinations to thrive and
offer authentic experiences benefiting both visitors and residents.

13
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Blooming J&K Tourism: Towards Growth and
Development

Jammu and Kashmir's tourism sector is thriving, with a remarkable 155% increase in tourist
arrivals, indicating its growing popularity as a global destination. The impact of events like the G-20
Summit in 2023 has reshaped the tourism landscape, while the rise of homestays offers authentic
cultural experiences beyond lodging. Additionally, the region boasts religious pilgrimages,
sustainability initiatives, and a burgeoning adventure tourism scene. With its blend of spirituality,
natural beauty, cultural diversity, and sustainability, Jammu and Kashmir is poised to enchant

travelers worldwide.
G-20 Summit

e The G-20 Summit held in Kashmir in 2023 transformed the tourism landscape of Jammu
and Kashmir by highlighting its natural beauty and rich-culture.

e This international event, especially the G-20 Tourism Working Group meeting in Srinagar,
positively influenced the global perception of Kashmir as a safe and attractive destination.

o The summit acted as a magnet for foreign tourists, significantly contributing to the notable
increase in tourist numbers in the region.

e Economically, the event benefited Jammu and Kashmir by injecting funds into the local

economy through the arrival of foreign delegates and tourists.

e Sectors as hospitality, transportation, and local businesses experienced a financial
boost, whi Iso spurred investments in long-term infrastructure development.

e The sucé-lss.ﬂﬂ

industry, providing the region with global recognition.

sting of the summit left a lasting impact on Jammu and Kashmir's tourism

e The positive image of Kashmir as a capable and secure destination for international events
has attracted more: tourists, while the cultural exchange and diplomatic connections
established during the summit have further positioned Kashmir as a premier global tourist

destination.
Homestays: A Grassroots Movement

e The homestay industry in Jammu and Kashmir has experienced rapid growth, with 1,485
homestays and 13,000 rooms registered across the Union Territory.
e This grassroots movement offers lodging options and authentic cultural experiences to

visitors, contributing to the region's tourism sector.
14
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e The recent grant of industry status to the tourism sector has attracted significant
investments, with homestay initiatives proving instrumental in accommodating the

increasing flow of tourists.
Heritage Preservation through Homestays

e Traditional houses and wooden cottages are being transformed into homestays, preserving
architectural heritage while offering unique lodging experiences.

o This transformation breathes new life into historical structures, safeguarding the rich
cultural legacy they represent.

e Careful preservation of elements like antique furniture and traditional design ensures the

authenticity of these historical homes remains intact.
Religious Pilgrimages: A Spiritual Sojourn
e Religious pilgrimages, such as the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi pilgrimage and the Amarnath
Yatra, have significantly contributed to the tourism surge in Jammu and Kashmir.
e The region boasts a rich tapestry of religious diversity, featuring historic temples, shrines,
and mosques that attract pilgrims and tourists alike.

e Religious tourism not only contributes to the local economy but also fosters cultural

exchanges, bringing together individuals from different regions and backgrounds.

Sustainability in Tourism: A Paradigm Shift

e Jammu and Kashmir's tourism sector focuses on balancing growth with environmental

conserva nd socio-cultural responsibility.

_ urism efforts include minimising the environmental impact of tourist activities

through}va‘s.té nagement, energy conservation, and promoting eco-friendly transportation
options.

e Community involvement and empowerment are integral, with initiatives launched to engage

local communities in tourism-related activities and ensure they benefit from the industry.
Off-the-Beaten-Path Homestays: Unveiling Hidden Treasures

e Homestays in lesser-explored locales offer immersive travel experiences away from tourist
hotspots.

e Nestled in villages, orchards, or along serene lakeshores, these accommodations provide
guests with access to hidden trails and untouched landscapes.

e Authentic interactions with local communities allow travellers to delve into the cultural

tapestry and traditions of the region, going beyond scripted tourist itineraries.
15
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Trekking Trails:

e Jammu and Kashmir offers exceptional trekking trails amidst the challenging terrains of the
Himalayas, attracting adventure enthusiasts worldwide.

e Popular destinations like the Great Lakes Trek and the Tarsar Marsar Trek provide
opportunities to explore breathtaking landscapes up close.

e The region's diverse network of rivers and lakes also offers water-based adventure activities,
including thrilling whitewater rafting experiences on the Lidder River and the Zanskar River.

e Serene yet adventurous settings like the Dal Lake are ideal for kayaking and canoeing,

adding to the variety of experiences available to visitors.

Winter Sports and Paragliding:

e The snow-clad mountains of Jammu and Kashmir are a- playground for winter sports
enthusiasts, particularly in Gulmarg, known for its skiing.and snowboarding facilities.

e State-of-the-art amenities, such as ski resorts and cable cars, enhance the overall winter
sports experience, making J&K a premier destination for these activities.

e Paragliding has gained popularity, offering «tourists breathtaking aerial views of J&K's
panoramic landscapes.

e Events and festivals like the Gulmarg Winter Festival and Khelo India Winter Games are
organized to showcase the region's adventure tourism potential and attract a global

audience.

Jammu and ir's tourism sector is experiencing unprecedented growth, marked by a 155%

increase in_tour rrivals and significant events like the G-20 Summit. The rise of homestays,

\ o . . . . . . . . .
coupled with fhitiat for heritage preservation, religious pilgrimages, and sustainable tourism
QM 7
practices, reflects the région's commitment to offering authentic experiences while conserving its
cultural and natural heritage. With its diverse offerings and sustainable approach, Jammu and

Kashmir is poised to captivate travelers worldwide.

As Jammu and Kashmir's.tourism sector thrives, its strategic initiatives and sustainable practices
highlight its potential as a top global destination. With a blend of heritage preservation, religious
significance, and adventure activities, the region promises unparalleled growth. Beyond numbers,
its impact on local economies and cultural preservation sets it apart. Committed to sustainability,

J&K offers authentic experiences, inviting travelers to discover its diverse wonders.
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Rural Fairs & Festivals

As global tourism rebounds, travelers seek authentic experiences, turning to India's fairs and
festivals as cultural attractions. According to the NWTO World Tourism Barometer 2024 that
international tourism has reached 88% of pre-pandemic levels and is expected to fully recover by
2024. India's 2023 tourism statistics show 1,731.01 million domestic tourist visits and 8.59 million
foreign tourist visits. Fairs and festivals not only attract tourists but also enhance economic and
socio-cultural benefits, especially in rural areas. The Utsav portal, launched in 2021 by the Union
Ministry of Tourism, promotes India's events globally, aiding tourists in planning their visits.

5A’s of Tourism Development

The essential components, often referred to as the "5 A's," for the development and sustainability of
a tourist destination are as follows:

e Attractions: These are the unique features that draw tourists to a destination, showcasing
its appeal and allure.

e Accessibility: This pertains to the modes of transportation available, ensuring ease of travel
to and from the destination.

e Accommodation: This involves providing suitable places for tourists to stay during their
visit, ranging from hotels to homestays.

e Amenities: These encompass the facilities’ and services available at the destination,
including dining options, entertainment venues, and tourist information centers.

o Activities: These are the various experiences and pursuits offered to tourists, allowing them
to engage with the destination's culture, heritage, and natural surroundings.

Traditional Fairs and Festivals in India:

e Traditional fairs and festivals in India are deeply rooted in harvests, changing seasons,

religious beliefs; and local customs.

takeholders, including government tourism departments, introduce many fairs

enhance tourist footfall.

e significant economic importance as they create livelihood opportunities for
artisans anéhworkers, such as the Ayodhya Deepotsav and various idol-making festivals.

e Notable platforms facilitating economic opportunities include the Bali Yatra festival in Odisha
and the Surajkund CraftFair in Haryana.

Socio-cultural Importance of Festivals:

e Indian festivals hold socio-religious significance and promote social bonding across religions.

e They serve as a platform for maintaining familial bonds amidst the effects of globalization
and westernization.

e Major harvest festivals like Wangala and Lohri align with the Rabi and Kharif harvesting
seasons and celebrate seasonal changes.

e Festivals like Makara Sankranti and Pongal have celestial and spiritual connotations,
marking significant astronomical events.
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MICE and Roots Tourism Through Festivals:

e MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions/Events) tourism includes events
like destination weddings and international festivals.

e Traditional festivals like Uttarayan and Sindhu Darshan attract tourists, including the NRI
community, contributing to roots tourism.

o Festivals serve as opportunities to reinvigorate heritage and promote nostalgia tourism, as
seen in the Sindhu Darshan festival and Kumbh Mela.

Overcoming Seasonality Through Festivals:

o To mitigate seasonality in tourism, festivals like the Water Festival in Madhya Pradesh offer
adventure tourism activities, attracting visitors year-round.

e The Kutch Rann Utsav in Gujarat also offers adventure tourism experiences, such as rock
climbing and rappelling, to diversify tourism offerings.

Reinvigorating Heritage Through Festivals:

e Festivals like the Pinjore Heritage Festival in Haryana and the Muziris Heritage Project in
Kerala promote cultural heritage conservation.

e Events like the Kochi-Muziris Biennale and the Hornbill Festival in Nagaland showcase
cultural richness and diversity, attracting tourists.

e Rural produce and activities are highlighted in festivals like the Uttar Pradesh Mango Festival
and the Awadh Mango Growers Association event, boosting rural tourism.

Sustaining Indian Arts and Authenticity Through Festivals:

e Festivals promote authenticity in tourism experiences, offering visitors insights into forgotten
roots and unadulterated local lifestyles.

e Sports festivals like the Kila Raipur Sports Festival in Punjab promote physical fitness and
wellness tourism, contributing to personal well-being.

India's fairs a
authentic experie

stivals' stand 'as vibrant cultural showcases, attracting travelers seeking
. With international tourism rebounding and domestic tourism thriving, these
events play a \'__nga_l le in enhancing economic growth and preserving socio-cultural heritage,
especially in rural areas™he 5 A's framework underscores key components for sustainable tourism
development, ensuring destinations cater to diverse visitor needs. India's rich tapestry of festivals
continues to captivate tourists worldwide, inviting them to immerse themselves in its vibrant
traditions and cultural diversity.

18



	KURUKSHETRA ENGLISH
	Page 2

	Kurukshetra English April  2024

